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Earth. Fire. Air. Water.
One misstep and they lose it al. For the last time.
Michael Merrick understands pressure. He's the only parent his three brothers have had for years. His power
to control Earth could kill someone if he miscalculates. Now an Elemental Guide hasit in for hisfamily, and

he's all that stands in the way.

His girlfriend, Hannah, understands pressure too. She's got a child of her own, and ajob as afirefighter that
could put her lifein danger at any moment.

But there are people who have had enough of Michael's defiance, his family's 'bad luck'. Before he knowsiit,
Michael's enemies have turned into the Merricks enemies, and they're armed for war.

They're not interested in surrender. But Michael isn't the white flag type anyway. Everything is set for the
final showdown.

Four elements, one family. Will they hold together, or be torn apart?
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Rowing says

Micheal'sstory? MICHEAL'SSTORY?? FINALLY

Eternally fangirling over this!!

Kath Ssays

Reading about Michael in Elemental:

Reading in Storm what happened after Elemental:

Reading about Michael in Spark:

Update

Michael in Spirit:

Michael in Secret:

Here he's so mature AND perfect!! | really love him. *fangirl moment*

Now...

Michael Merrick'sstory

...expected July-2014 September (Why??? Why?!11)
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Annaiss says

My reaction after reading the title for Michael's story:

Now thisisme:

Carol [Goodreads Addict] says

Sacrifice is book five in the Elemental series by Brigid Kemmerer. | am still reeling from this book. It is non-
stop from start to finish. So buckle your seat belts boys and girls, you'rein for awild ride.

Michael has always been my favorite Merrick brother. Right from the first novella, Elemental, when he was
introduced. He isrock solid. His sense of responsibility to be there for his brothers, to take care of them, at
the ripe old age of 23 is astounding. But Michael has so much more to deal with then three rowdy younger
brothers. First he has also taken in Hunter and is giving him a place to live, to feel safe. And then thereisthe
fact that Hunter, his brothers and himself, are al elementals, each holding the power of one of the earth’s
elements. Hunter, actually, is afifth, with accessto al of the Earth’s elements. The guides, though, feel that
all elementals are athreat to humanity and want to eliminate them. And they are ruthless in doing so. They
don’t care who else gets hurt or killed in the process.

Right from page one the intensity starts. Every time something bad happens, Michael isthere so it doesn’t
take long before his girlfriend, Hannah' s father, who is the fire marshal, suspects Michael of these horrible
acts.

All Michael istrying to do, has ever done, is to keep his brothers safe and together. But can he hold on?
Would they be safer without him? And what about Hannah? She doesn’t know what Michael and his
brothers are but just by being near them, sheisalso in danger. Michael is constantly at war with himself
trying to push her away to keep her and her little son safe but wanting her close. She has away of calming
him, of soothing him, just by being near. Then there is her new firefighter partner, Irish. Is there something
between Irish and Hannah? Maybe that would be a good thing. Wouldn’'t she be better off? Or can he let her
go?

| had forgotten how intense these books are. It never really lets up. Y ou are constantly wondering, how much
more can he take? My love for Michael did not waver, not even for a second. He never gives up trying to
save everyone, to protect everyone.
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Everything was “sort of” brought to a conclusion. The ending, though, did seem to leave the door open to
more books. | would most definitely NOT complain. Brigid Kemmerer’ swriting is genius. | loved every
single book in this series. | highly recommend this series to anyone who enjoysthe YA Paranormal genre. So
what are you waiting for? If you haven't started this series yet, | hope you will. Thank you so much to Brigid
Kemmerer, Kensington Books and NetGalley for giving me the opportunity to read this book.

Wendy Darling says

[DONOT CLICK ON THISIF YOU DON'T WANT TO KNOW! (view spoiler)

Amber (Books of Amber) says

Thisreview was originally posted on Books of Amber

Michael is my favourite of the Merrick brothers, so you can probably imagine my intense excitement when |
discovered that he was getting his own book. | was flailing about al over the place, especially since his book
was to be the last in the series and that is usually a bad sign because everyone dies in series finales.
Unfortunately — can you see where thisis going? — all of my waiting and fangirling didn’t pay off, because
Sacrifice is not the book that | was expecting.

Let’'s start with Michael, who was just an brilliant as | was expecting. He's set on looking after histhree
younger brothers, and he will do anything to keep them safe, including working with his nemesis to hunt
down abigger threat. | loved him as much as ever, and | couldn’t get enough of his point of view. If Michael
Merrick was areal person, | would marry him in a heartbeat. And to add to his flawless personality and
agenda, heisalso an incredibly powerful Earthbender. Uh, | mean, Earth Elemental.

So that aspect of the book was great, but the rest of it was flawed, starting with the new point of view of the
new female POV, Hannah. Her story felt so uninvolved with the rest of the plot, and nothing really was
happening with her, which was incredibly disappointing because all of the previous lead females have been
pretty cool. | didn’'t feel any connection to her at al, nor did | feel any chemistry between her and Michael
when they were occasionally in the same room.

In addition to Hannah, the other female characters from previous books were only briefly mentioned. | was
expecting everybody to come together and have a Battle of Hogwarts type thing where they were all
involved in saving the day, but instead Kemmerer chose to focus soley on the Merricks. This seemslike a
weird decision to me, because the ladies had equal page-time in the previous books, and readers had grown
to love them too, and I’'m sure most people would have wanted to see more of them. But we didn’t. We got
one or two scenes with (sometimes only just mentions of) each lady, and that was it. Then it was back to the
Merricks saving the day. | wanted to see more of Becca and Layne, and I'm sad that they weren't there.
Adam, Nick’s boyfriend, was alittle more prominent but even he disappeared before things really got going.

The ending was incredibly abrupt, which wasn’t helped by the fact that my copy ended at 67% and the rest of
the book was dedicated to extra content. It didn’t feel like an ending in the slightest, and after the Big
Tragedy happened | was expecting someone to pop out and be like HA THE THREAT IS STILL REAL but
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it never happened. The book just kind of faded away.

Thiswas incredibly disappointing for me because, as a seriesfinae, | fedl like Sacrifice should have gone
out with abang. It should have punched me in the gut and have had explosions all over the place and people
coming and going and dying and resurrecting, and it should have been thrilling. But it wasn't. It felt more
like aseriesfiller than afinale, and considering the fact that Michael (aka my favourite ever) wasthe
protagonist, | was severely underwhelmed.

I’m sad that such a great series went out this way, especially since one of my favourite characters was the
main protagonist. Thisis often the case with series finales for me; they just don't pack the right punch.

Stephanie (Bookfever) says

They always thought he had the answers. He almost never did, but he was pretty good at faking it.

Sacrifice isthe very last Elemental book and it finally features Michael otherwise known as my favorite
Merrick boy. I'm so glad that | was right to have high expectations for this book (and Michael) because this
book rocked. It's my favorite out of al five.

So Michael isamazing, okay? Hereally is. | love his brothers but I've always had a thing for Michael from
the start. He's a fantastic character to read about and | admire his love and responsibility for his family,
which not only includes his brothers but also Hunter, Hannah and James, in my opinion. | just love the guy.

This book was high on the action factor. There was alot of action (something | really missed in the previous
book) so of course | loved. Together with awesome writing, funny and sometimes heartbreaking scenes it
made for one hell of a book.

Michael's brothers weren't in it awhole lot due to certain circumstances but | think Hunter (and maybe Tyler)
too made up for that. Hunter really became part of the family and Michael did see him as a brother.

We also got Hannah's point of view. | was never afan of her ever since she entered the books but | started
loving her now. She's so feisty! | really hadn't expected to like her this much but there you go. Her
relationship with Michagl might only just be beginning but oh how | love them together. Y eah, Hannah
totally won me over.

The only dlightly minor point was that | wished Becca would've made an appearance. But | guess her father
was keeping her safe with everything going on so | get it. Still... | kind of missed her.

Overall, Sacrifice by Brigid Kemmerer was the best Elemental book I've read. It had everything | want in a
great book; romance, action, great writing and emotional scenes. Oh and FY I: your heart will be broken.

Carolina Carrico says

Edit #2

Don't mewhy | haven't read this sooner, because | have no answer. | loved thisbook nearly asmuch as|
expected. And all thistime between the release of Secret and the the day | picked this book was just too
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much without Merricksin my life. | love al of them. | loved getting to know Tyler better and Hannah and
her family.

| really wish we had more family moments. We saw so little of the brothers apartfrom-Michael-of course.
For afinal book | feel like it wasn't enough. We barely saw the girlfriends and some other characters that
could've been important. This didn't feel like a conclusion. | hope that means Brigid is planning on picking
the Merricks back up and write more of their story.

Edit #1

Don't you dare kill Michael, Brigid!!! Don't even think about it!

Brigid says

ITSUPON NETGALLEY, REVIEWER FRIENDS!!

Ash Wednesday says

3.5STARS

| really should learn to flip ahead to the end of the galley so | wouldn't feel the ending's abrupt when bonus
novellas turn up at the 65% mark. That being said...

| liked the tension in Michael's character: the sense of a young man made old too soon, pushed to breaking
point. But then that's what those who stuck around this series to the end (to clarify, thisis the last book in the
series to be published under K-Teen) appreciated most about Michael Merrick to begin with. I've been
reading this in sporadic stretches but | was able to keep track of the plot lines, character conflicts and
mysteries all throughout. | can imagine my past reader incarnation finishing thisin one night. | thought the
story was well-paced and the red herrings intriguing enough to keep you guessing who's the Big Bad Villain.
The foreshadowing was a bit hammer on the head, toe and fingers though, and if the reveal in the end paid
off theintense build up isagray areafor me. It felt alittle underwhelming, though that may be the reader in
me believing thisto be the last book in the series.

My point of dissatisfaction isthe overall world-building. This series was pretty spot on in terms of tackling
the very unique, testosterone-fueled dynamic of four young brothers struggling through life after the death of
their parents. | suppose I'm abigger fan of the chemistry between Chris, Gabe, Nick, Michael and, by
extension, Hunter more than any aspect of this series. But as a PNR/UF book, there was a bit of a struggle in
me in taking what this was pitching me at face value. Especially since the limits and extent of the Elementals
abilities seem to have progressively become more and more ambitious and thus, blurry and complex from
how it all started in Storm. | may have picked on this on the previous books (or not. | seriously can't
remember and am too lazy to check) but it was too apparent in this installment for me not to notice.

I'm mostly lukewarm towards Hannah as a character throughout the series and this book didn't really do her
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any favorsin my eyes. Her story line for some reason, with the whole daddy issues and the fellow co-worker
who may or may not be alove interest, failed to rouse any interest from me. She felt vastly lacking and
subpar when paired with a character like Michael.

| still call Spark as my favorite and consider the Elemental series as a better option than most of the Y A-
UF/PNR choices out there. But for abook focusing on awell-loved character in this series, | can't say it was

what | was expecting it to be. Not quite disappointed, but not filling my proverbial cup either.

Review Copy courtesy of the publishers.

Jo O0TheBook Slothl says

3.5 Not Quite There Stars

Arc provided via NetGalley in exchange for an honest review.

If | rated this book right now | would reduce 1 star for Hannah and 2 stars for the ending but that wouldn't do
the book justice, so I'll try rating it as awhole.

Michael OO OO0

Brigid Kemmerer did wonders with Michael's character. As a 23-year-old who had to step up and raise his 3
brothers at 17 when their parents died, Michagel is no stranger to caring the weight of the world on his
shoulders. What happens though when the weight suddenly multiplies? Y ou start to crack. Michael's
character is one of the best I'veread in YA. | liked that Kemmerer didn't try to make him this super-mature
guy who accepts his responsibilities with great stoicism and never looks back. Heis anormal guy, he
sometimes thinks how easier it would be if he didn't have 3 teenagersto look after even though he does
everything in his power to raise them well. | liked the moments that he seemed like alost kid who wanted
someone to step up and help even though he never asked for it. It was believable. It was relatable.

Hannah [

| did not see this coming. | thought | would love Hannah but | was way off the mark. Of all the main
characters Kemmerer has created, she'sthe one | liked the least. Even Quinn was better than her in the end.
At the beginning of the book Hannah is a normal, matur-ish, working single mother of all 22. Then halfway
through the book the problems start. She throws fits for being kept out of the loop, she has immature
conversation after immature conversation with her father, she has tantrums and she acts recklessly despite
having a5 year old kid depending on her. | wanted to slap her so much | could fedl it. She goes around with
achip on her shoulder amile long and blames other people for her issues. She had akid at 17, everyone
looked down on her, | get the shame(not about the kid but about she ended up knocked up), but 5 years later
she's il ashamed of what she did and projects her feelings on everyone else. Everyone has serious problems
and she goes around puffing her chest and trying to prove she has a big cock too.

"You'rean adult. It'sokay to act like one." <---Irish to Hannah
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TheMerrick Brothers OO0 0000

The Merrick brothers were as cool as ever although kind of absent in this book. We didn't get to see them
much and thisis adamn shame if thisis the last book. The relationship between the siblings is one of the
things | admire most in these books. They may fight between them but they are always there for each other.
Their significant others are also absent with the exception of Adam.

Hunter, Adam, Tyler 000000

These three are the secondary characters we see most in the book. Hunter is as impulsive and angry as
always but | admit that he kind of growed on me. The spoiler ismajor (view spoiler) Adam was supportive
and thoughtful. He's one of my favorite charactersin this series and he didn't disappoint in this book. He
gave the guys a home to stay into, helped Michael and was there when needed. And the biggest surprise
came with Tyler who didn't have a moment of assholiness. He helped, he supported and he actually made
good with Michael. That was a great turn in their relationship.

Thestory and writing OO0 OO0

The book, like the others in the series wasn't romance-centered. It was focused on beating the bad guys,
Michael managing to keep custody of his brothers, and generally surviving another day. The romance was
amost an afterthought. | love how Kemmerer allows real life problems into her supernatural ones. There was
no big trust-fund to help the guys deal with any money issues, the police wasn't an absent thing that was
mentioned in passing, and although | cried like a baby, the problems Michael confronts with his brothers
custody only made the book seem more real. | liked how the story was written, right up until the end that
spoiled everything.

Theending -00000

The ARC included the three previous novellas in the seriesin the end and | didn't know that. I'm mentioning
this because | don't really know if the end was as bad as | think or if it hit me harder because | thought there
were a 100 more pages in the book. The end result though remains that it was a completely unsatisfying end
to the series. The only thing that was wrapped up was the imminent threat. Nothing else. Major Spoiler.
(view spoiler) | know Kemmerer likes her abrupt and almost unfinished endings but this was too much for
me.

Anna (BobsHer Hair) says

3 stars...Hopefully, thisisn’t the end.

Michael Merrick hasto grow up too fast . The loss of his parents, the financial responsibility, the danger — all
elements placing his brothers on shaky ground compounded by the need to hide from the organization
threatening to exterminate the Merrick brothers.

Pure Elementals are not allowed to live past their teens, when their powers manifest. Each Merrick brother
possesses power over earth, air, fire, and water, making them even more of athreat to the Elemental
community.
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Michael has sacrificed so much. How much more will the Merrick brothers lose until this threat ends and
what will their family be like when this battle is fought?

“Sacrifice” concludesthe Elemental series, but I'm fervently hoping thisisn’t truly over. No! No! No!
Thisstory hasa heart but thiscan’'t be the way the Merrick’s story concludes. There needsto be more.
Please!

Michael’ s suffering is acute. We finally feel his emotions, see the world through his eyes. He's so alone and
afraid. He tries so hard to be the guardian they need, which conflicts with the brother they want. It was my
hope this family would rally together for an ultimate battle and leave me giddily punching my fist in the air
in triumph, which is how most of the books left me feeling. Instead thisending is ...something | didn’t
expect. Whileit'sahopeful conclusion, it’s also somber. Please don't | et this be the end. There was
something missing.

The heroine’s point-of-view didn’t enrich this story hasin the other Elemental books. Michael’ s love interest
felt like atoken female point-of-view, when | realy wanted Michael’s POV and the happenings with the
brothers, who are mostly missing throughout this book. | wish thisbook wasjust a novella before Merrick
brothers' final story. The other books, especially Nick’s, were so good! Thisistoo worthy a seriesto
end on this note, though hopeful that it is.

ARC compliments of Kensington via Netgalley

*kk*k

Michael is put through the wringer in this book. His pain is keen. | didn't expect this book to end at the 67%
mark. | also expected more from this series finale.

Heather K (dentist in my spar e time) says

I'm ahuge fan of the Elemental series, so much so that | beg everyone | know to read it. This series has not
one but TWO books that made it onto my exclusive favorites list (the amazing Spark and Secret). But this
book? Gah! So much wasted potential.

Michael Merrick has been afavorite of mine for ages. He has the weight of the world on his shoulders.
Between caring for his brothers financially and emotionally, and watching out for threats, this poor man can
barely sit down, much less catch a break. | was looking forward to a book with an older MC, one a bit wiser
and more mature. However, that isn't exactly what | got.

The parts of this book that were enjoyable were the action scenes. The elemental storyline was very
compelling, and | found myself reading all night to see what would happen to Michael. | love the way that
Brigid Kemmerer does paranormal. It isn't all in your face, yet manages to be both powerful and subtle. She
just has an elegant way of writing that just speaksto me as areader. | liked the plot itself and where the
storyline took us. My only complaint about the plot isthat the villain was very old-school villainy, and it
became alittle cartoonish towards the end.

| aso loved Michael himself. | felt for him so much. | wanted to hold him and comfort him so badly it hurt. |
could feel him breaking down throughout the book, and it was emotional to read.
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What | had issues with was... well, everything else. In all of the other books, where the brothers were much
younger than the adult Michael, | got a sense of passion, of heat between the MCs and their love interests.
Though this seriesistotally clean (aka, no sexual acts on page), | still got afeeling of lust and want. With
Michael being older, | was expecting al that and more. | don't mean sex on page (though, Brigid, can we get
adirty series next time!?), but something alittle further than with Michael's younger brothers. Instead, |
think we got less chemistry than ever before. In fact, | wasn't rooting for Michael and Hannah at all by the
end.

Hannah, Hannah, Hannah. If | could summarize her in one phrase it would be "daddy issues." In fact, | felt
like Hannah's dad played a much larger role in her storyline than Michadl did. Though | understood Hannah's
need to please her father and her resentment towards him, it felt petulant and not in a sympathetic way. There
was also a pseudo love triangle that | found distracting. Asif | needed areason to like Hannah any less...

This story has some twists and turns that will wrench the hearts of readers, but ultimately, I'm sad to say, |
didn't find this up to par with the other books in the series.

**Copy provided by the publisher in exchange for an honest review**

Maja (The Nocturnal Library) says

It'sasad, sad day when | have to even consider the possibility that | care about the characters more than the
author does. | could be wrong, of course, but | found Sacrifice to be far below the standard of this series,
amost asif Brigid Kemmerer lost interest and gave up. It pains me to say this about a series (and author) |
love dearly, but Sacrifice was simply not what it should have been.

Michael has always been my favorite Merrick, perhaps because he' s a bit older, perhaps because of his
strong sense of responsibility. | loved his quiet strength, his willingness to sacrifice anything and everything
for his younger brothers. There was always something about him that made him irresistible, no matter how
rarely he showed up on the pages. Michael isterrified in Sacrifice, wounded and burdened with guilt. His
internal turmoil, the fear, insecurity and all the other previously undiscovered parts of his character were
done extremely well.

The plot, however, left alot to be desired. Kemmerer borrowed from old schooal thrillers, the onesin which a
killer stalks and mocks the protagonist trying to provoke areckless reaction. She neatly removed the younger
Merricks (which | resented) and left Michael all alone to deal with the threats and multiple terrorist attacks.
And that’ s awhol e other thing — the body count in this book is staggering, but the bloody scenes didn’t touch
me at al. There simply was no emotion behind them, nothing to make me really feel the loss.

Sadly, that lack of emotion spread onto the romance aswell. | liked Hannah alot in previous installments;
she's afirefighter and a single mom, what’ s not to like?! But in Sacrifice, she struck me asterribly immature
and even childish and in the end, | thought they’ d both be better off with someone else.

In conclusion, aside from the impressive development of Michael’ s character, Sacrifice was quite a
disappointment in all regards. Senseless, emotionally empty tragedy, unconvincing romance, atwo-
dimensional villain and a less than satisfying conclusion weren’t what | expected from one of my favorite
series.

Also, don't be fooled by the number of pages displayed. A third of that are previously published novellas. In
the e-arc, this book ends at about 65%.
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Melanie says

See morereviews at YA Midnight Reads

I've been thinking about Sacrifice for awhile now, and | honestly don't know how to write down in words
how disappointed | am with the finale for Kemmerer's Elemental s series. This was also the most anticipated
addition to the series for me, because I've always wanted to read Michael's POV. | really only have one
question to ask: what happened here?

Sacrifice is Michadl's story, and like al its predecessors, it wastold in dual POV. As expected, the other
person who we follow in this book is Hannah. |'ve dways admired Michael, he has been through so much
and carries such alarge burden between keeping an eye out for his brothers and trying to hide from the
Guide. It was niceto finally get into his head; | really felt for Michael. He's always trying to do the right
thing--even though the poor guy doesn't even know what that is at times. Unfortunately, Hannah's character
barely scratched the surface. Sure, she's atough one, with a baby and ajob as afirefighter, but | never could
sympathise for her because her narration constantly put me on edge. | just didn't like her as| did in the
previous novels--she came off alittle childish here and albeit whiny.

The romance in here was surprisingly switched to low--mainly because Michael was avoiding Hannah for
half the novel but the moments that they did share were very sweet. | just wish we got to see them be
together more.

My main gripe with Sacrificeisthe plot. Half the time, | felt like there was no plot--because there really
wasn't. It was just this constant suspension but there was never much progression or development in it. | got
pretty bored after half way, which was areal shame because the previous books were full of action and
movement. There was too much playing around with the mystery, iswhat I'm saying.

Furthermore, what kind of ending was that? | was expecting something much grander and conclusive, but
instead we got something that left me feel dissatisfied. I've seen afew Goodreads reviews asking if there'sa
sequel, and | must agree, thisfelt like a book where there's another sequel following, if anything. This book
didn't feel like aseries ender at al, and that disappoints me. In one word? Anticlimactic.

Inal, I'mincredibly shocked by how lacking Sacrifice was. The plot and action was merely there, and
Hannah turned out to be a pretty annoying protagonist; along with that kind of ending? Y eah, I'm very
disappointed. I'll still read whatever Kemmerer has planned next, of course, because | know she can do much
better than this.

PDF File: Sacrifice... 12



