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From Reader Review The Devil Rides Out for online ebook

Philip Boyes says

A group of very self-righteous, incredibly rich people swan around in a desperate race against time to stop
some Satanists doing - well, it's never entirely clear what - while taking frequent breaks to sample the finer
thingsin life, lecture each other condescendingly, patronise women and complain about the bourgeois, poor,
socialists... Maybe those pesky Satanists intended to vote for Jeremy Corbyn? The hysterical tone of the
ultra-privileged heroes comes straight out of Tory central casting. Oh, did | mention theracism? Thisisa
very racist book. | know thisis abook from the 30s, but I'm genuinely surprised Wheatley was on our side
during the war. Quite afew linesin here suggest at least a passing regard for the Nazis. He probably just
didn't feel they were from good enough families.

Anyway, sort of despite all that and sort of because of it, | had alot of fun with this. The first half at least. It's
not along book, but it'stwice aslong as it needs to be. | haven't seen it, but | suspect the Hammer film
adaptation may be the best way to sample it. That has Christopher Lee as the Duke and that guy who played
Blofeld as the villain. Which, to be honest, is exactly how | imagined them both from the book anyway. And
it'sonly an hour and a half.

Apres moi, ladeluge, but for now, someone open the Chateau Lafite! It's nearly 11am and thanks to those
pesky cultists | haven't had a drink yet!

Neil Davies says

Still the best Black Magic story |'ve read! Excellent.

Bill Kerwin says

A tale of upper-class Satanists who, while pursuing their decorous mischief, make the mistake of targeting
one of the three good friends of the esteemed occultist and adventurer, the Duc de Richleau.

Although the tale is old fashioned, and the novel is marred by casual English public school snobbery and
xenophobia, it cannot be denied that Wheatley really knows how to tell a story, and that the elegant Duc de
Richleau, touring the rural roads of England in his Hispano-Suiza, is a memorable aristocratic hero.

Check out the 1968 movie version too (sometimes called The Devil's Bride in the USA). It is probably my
favorite Hammer film, and stars Christopher Lee as the Duke.

L. says

Wheatley - cz?owiek o pono? pod?ym charakterze i okropnych pogl?dach - by? swojego czasu bardzo
poczytnym autorem. Zupe?nie si? temu nie dziwi? Sprytnie prowadzi narracj?, ko?cz?c rozdzia?y w takich
momentach, ?e serce wali z ekscytacji i nale?y wr?cz czyta? dalgj. Kibicujemy dobrym i m?drym g?6wnym
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bohaterom, ktérzy pod??gj? za satanistami, poszukuj ?cymi fallusa, a 6w ma sprowadzi? naten 2wiat kolejne
wojny i kl?ski urodzaju. Drodzy, je?li potrzebujecie lekkigj lektury, wspania?ej rozrywki i umiechaniasi?
pod nosem w komunikacji migjskigj - musicie po to si?gn??!

Bettie? says

Description: 29 Apr 1935 - 4 May 1935: Black Magic is still practised in all the great cities of the world.
This novel tells with macabre detail of a beautiful woman caught in a web of Satanists, of a young man
brought to the verge of madness through his dabbling with the powers of evil.

As in Dennis Wheatley's The Forbidden Territory we meet the Duke de Richleau, Smon Aron, the Princess
Marie Lou, and other characters. From London to the West Country, from the slums of Paristo a Christian
monastery, the action of this powerful occult thriller moves with fantastic, compelling force..

Watch here

See Paul Eddington and Patrick Mower in the casting mix? Bet they regretted that.

Craigb says

Erm...| read this because my Dad said Dennis Whesatley was one of the masters of horror. Yes Dad....maybe
before the 1970s. But | decided to placate him and read at |east one of Wheatley's novels. Well this book will
NOT scare you. Maybe because we've become familiar to more psychological horrors since the Exorcist.
That said this book is extremley well written and Wheatley does have a gift for narrative prose. It will not
scare though and read at your peril.....!!!

Sandy says

When | first saw the 1968 horror film "The Devil Rides Out" several years back at one of NY C's numerous
revival theatres, | thought it was one of the best Hammer filmsthat I'd ever seen, and made a mental note to
check out Dennis Wheatley's 1934 source novel one day. That resolve was further strengthened when | read
avery laudatory article by Stephen Volk on the book in Newman & Jones excellent overview volume
"Horror: Another 100 Best Books." Now that | have finally read what is generally deemed Wheatley's most
successful and popular novel, | can seethe Hammer film for what it is: a watered-down filmization that can't
hold a Black Mass candle to its superb original. The great Richard Matheson's screenplay condenses much,
simplifies more, excises whole sections and changes the central plot entirely. In short, the book is where the
real thrillsand chills reside.

In it, readers once again meet the Duke de Richleau and his friends Rex Van Ryn (an American), Simon
Aron (an English Jew) and Richard & Marie Lou Eaton, whom Wheatley first introduced to the world in his
earlier novels"Three Inquisitive People" and "The Forbidden Territory.” When Simon comes under the
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power of agroup of Satanists and their Aleister Crowley-like leader, Mocata, the Duke must take quick steps
to save hisyoung friend from their sinister hold. Wheatley obviously did a prodigious amount of background
research before the writing of this, hisfirst of an eventual nine novels dealing with black magic and the
supernatural. He throws reams of information at us dealing with witchcraft, numerology, werepeople,
vampires, the undead, seances, Egyptology, Kabbalah, and Crowley's "The Book of the Law." The effect of
al this detail isto make the reader really buy into the increasingly evil events and suspend disbelief. As our
heroes one by one find their skepticism eroded by the book's horrifying events, so too is ours. Asin thefilm,
the book's two main set pieces are the midnight Sabbat (more atmospheric and chilling in the novel, taking
place on the Salisbury Plain; not to mention more licentious) and the defense of our heroes within the
pentacle as Mocata visits on them one evil conjuration after another. The film's oversized giant spider in this
scene cannot possibly compare to Wheatley's leprous, sluglike blob creature that leaps, laughs and pul sates.
These two passages alone would guarantee Whesetley's book a place in the horror pantheon, but amost as
fine are the scenes dealing with Simon's party, the initial materialization of the demon in the observatory, a
minutely detailed car chase, Mocata's attempt at hypnotizing Marie Lou and, finally, a breakneck trans-
Europe plane chase, culminating in the crumbling tombs of a Grecian monastery, and a showdown with
Mocata for the legendary mummified phallus of Osiris--the Talisman of Set--which will enable its possessor
to start aworld war. Matheson jettisoned the entire central plot point of the Talismanin his
screenplay...unwisely, | feel, asit is necessary for increased suspense and a greater atmosphere of urgency.

Wheatley has been justifiably accused of racism and bigotry in hiswritings (55 novels over a course of 39
years), but happily, this early novel of his contains no statements that should grate on modern-day PC
sensibilities. At worst, he can be accused of some fuzzy writing on occasion, of having his characters lecture
at times rather than speak redlistically, and of continuously mistaking the word "aesthetic" for "ascetic."
Minor quibbles, indeed, for abook as exciting, innovative and, yes, downright scary as this one. At one point
inthislongish tale, Rex Van Ryn tells us that histaste in literature tends to "popular novelists who can turn
out agood, interesting story." | think that Rex would have been afan of Dennis Wheatley, based on that
statement. Although enormously popular from the 1930s to the 1960s, Wheatley today seemsto belittle
mentioned, but | for one am going to be seeking out more...

L ouise Sinclair says

Highly detailed book for those interested in Satanism. First read this aged 14 and was captivated.

A set of wealthy people set out to rescue afriend wno has fallen into the clutches of a powerful satanist.
Mocatawill stop at nothing to obtain The Talisman of Set and unleash the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse
on the world.

To locate the talisman he needs the unwilling assistance of Simon Aaron and hypnotises him into becoming a
satanist.

Led by the Duc de Richleau, his friends begin arace against time and encounter the terrifying experience of
Satanic entities.

Detailed descriptions of Sabbats, kidnap and murder enthrall the reader.

The beautiful doomed Tanith, the charismatic Duc, the naturalised Russian Princess, Simon the banker, Rex
Van Ryn the suitor and skeptic Richard Eaton fill acast of fascinating characters pitted againt the sinister
cruel Mocata and his fellow satanists.

Filled with suspence, old fashioned glamour and detailed accounts of black witch craft. Recommended to
anyone sick of modern writing with a politically correct slant.
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Hilary says

Given the author's dire warnings in the foreword, | have to wonder why he would continue to write in such
detail about abhorrent and dangerous practices. If you believe in God, you'll notice from some statements
made throughout that Wheatley did not - a strangeness, for awriter of an occult thriller about Satanists and
black magic, though possibly not quite as strange as one denying the existence of the Devil. (He posits
"earthbound spirits’ and "elementals' instead.) And there's a lot of the black magic. (view spoiler)

So those are my thoughts on the occult side of this. Asaclassic thriller it's got al the elements: a mysterious
organization that must be stopped, huge conspiracies, a beautiful girl in trouble and a plot that moves
between countries while drawing on aspects from both East and West. But this was a minor part of the
overal story, and rather overshadowed by all the occult stuff.

Ultimately, | didn't feel comfortable reading it, didn't particularly enjoy it, and won't read any more of these.

Disclaimer: | received afree copy from NetGalley in exchange for an honest review.

GeorgeK. says

Evola@?pov Kal EUKOA0SI 2BOCTO HUBIOT?PNUA TPZUOL TIMAAL?C KOTL?G, 2,TI TP?TEL VIO va TEP?O0El
eux?plota n ?pa. H aA?0eia eval 2t ogv TpUa&a 181A2TEPA 0?TE VWO K?T0I0 YX0G yid TNV
KOTZANEN TV TRWIAYLVIOTV, CA0UPA 2UWG ELXAPIOT?ONKA TNV OKOTEIV? TEPITIZTEIO OTNV 0T
PUTAEEOV KO PAEC TIC AVOQOP?C Y?PW ATI? TOV GATOVIOU? KOL TNV HOYE?O TIOL UTI?PXOV GTO BIRA0.
@aVETAL 2T 0 CLYYPAP?0C UEA?TNOE TIOA? TPIV K?TOEL VA YPAPEL TNV 10TOP?0 AUT?.

O Aoxag Nte PLOA? Kal 0 VTARBPOaVTIOUVOC KAl Bepu?atuog APEPIKVOC P?A0¢ Tou Peg Bav Puv,
aVNOUXO VA TNV THP?EEVI CUUTEPIEOP? TOL ERpa?0L @?AoL Toug ZApovV APV, 0 OTID?0C
@EaVETAL 2Tl PUTAEEE oTa O?XTLO TNC Ma?pN¢ Maye?0¢ KOl TOU ZOTAVIOUO?. Oa avaKOAAPouv 2Tl
K?Tol10l TPAVO?KO? T?2MoI T 20UV HE ETIKVOUVA TR XV DA, ?X0VTAC WG OKOTI? VO KATOGTPAPOLVY
TOV K?0U0 KAl VO KV0UV XOPO2UEVO TOV ZATaV?. 2101 0 A07KAG KAl 0 Peg Ba Tp?rel va
OVTIUETWIT?00LV TIC AUV UEIC TOU OK?TOLC, T?00 yid VO 07000V TOV (7A0 TOUC, 700 KOl yia va
07?000V TIG T?XEC TN AVOPWIT?TNTAC. ..

AULT? €Al TO 3?10 BIPAT0 HE TOUC TPATIAVW ?PWEC, TIP?TO EAVAL VO KATOOKOTEUTIK?
HLBIOT?pNa pe Tov T?TA0 The Forbidden Territory, T0 011070 SUGTUX?C OV ?XEl UETA@EAOTE?. MTIOP?
VO TIW 2T CUUTT?ONOA TOUC TIPWTAYWVIOT?C KAl TO @AIK? KA?UQ aV2UEC? TOUG, N dp?01 1AV OPKET?
XOPTAOTIK? KAl GLVEX?C, AV KAl XWP?C 11O PTEPN AYwWV 20 Vi TOV GYXPOVO avow?0Th, T0
UTEPQPUOIK? GTOIXE?0 VTOVO KOl EVAIO@?POV KAl N ATU?0@A1 PO OKOTEIV? O HEPIK? ONUE?D KAl THO
av?Aa@pn o€ 2AAa. H ypa@? Hou @VNKE KAAO?TALKN KOl EVKOAOSI ?BACTH, OV KAl AlY?KI
VAUKOQV?AOTN OE OPIOUAVA KOUU?TIA TNC 1OTOP70C.

2€ YEVIK?C YPAUU?C TPKEITAL 1A VA EUX?PIOTO KAl PuXaywyiK? BIBA?0 Tp2U0U, TIOU TPOTP?PEL
Op?0N KAl OKNV?G UTEEPPUOCIKO?, XWP?C 2UWE VO TPOU?LEL 1010 2TEPA TOV OXPOVO OVAW?0TN. ?XEl
TO TPOPBANMOTKIA TOU GTNV a@ANON KAl TNV pO? TNE IOTOP?0E, K?TOIEC PALAPTPEC KO KOIA?TOEG
OTNV TAOK?, UG WG TEAIK? OTIOTZAECHUA €A1 TY0UPA LKOVOTIOINTIK?. MAVTWE 0TO TRPATA?XK TOU

PDF File: The Devil Rides Out... 6



Read and Download Ebook The Devil Rides Out...

?BaAa T?00epa AOTEPZKIA, AVI? Vi TP?A. MMPOTENVETAI LTT? TPO?MOO?0EIC.

Mel says

I bought this book because | am very fond of the Hammer film, and wondered how the book compared. |
haveto say | enjoyed it tremendoudly. It was avery fast read, it was written quite simply, but there were very
effective passages of action aswell as lots of interesting discussion between the characters on the nature of
magic and good and evil. . | was amused by the introduction which mentioned how in order to do research he
met with both Crowley and Montague Summers, and that it was Montague Summers who disturbed him the
most, inviting him to stay at his house and then trying to sell him avery rare occult book that Wheatly didn’t
want and couldn’t afford, after which Summers apparently freaked out and Wheatly had to fake an excuse to
leave. At first | was surprised to see how closely the book followed the film and had a hard time picturing
everyone in nice 1930s clothes instead of their 60s Hammer attire. But as | read further it was easier to see
the charactersin the book quickly over shadowed their counterparts in the film, (with the exception of De
Richelieu who always remained alot like Christopher Leeg). This started with the abduction of the friend
Simon; the older and wiser De Richelieu in order to protect him from the occult influences put a swastika
around his neck. His young friend was horrified that he’ d do this being that their friend was Jewish and it
was 1935! The book was a sequel and there were constant references back to their previous adventure in
Russial found this rather reassuring rather than annoying. Asthat adventure has simply been a
straightforward adventure story with no supernatural or occult events, to me it added further spookinessto
what they were going through this time. There were alot of great moments, one of my favourite early on was
when they were exploring their friend’ s house to discover the nature of hisinvolvement in the occult and
made a point of bringing the champagne with them on their explorations. There was also avery striking
scene set on the river as they young American hero attempted to woo the beautiful medium and she told him
why she was attracted to the left hand part and why she wanted to participate in the ritual. | found it very
interesting and highly enjoyable book.

Graham says

My awareness of this Dennis Wheatley occult classic comes from repeated viewings of the 1968 film version
of the story, which as a huge Hammer Horror fan | have seen multiple times. 1'd aways wanted to find out
how the novel ranked alongside the Christopher Lee starrer, and it turns out to be very nearly as good. |
haven't encountered Wheatley previously and his writing style is alittle bit dated in the long-winded
passages of description every time the character enter a new setting, but otherwise thisis pacy and exciting,
with agreat deal of research having gone into the descriptions of black magic rituals and the like. Otherwise,
it'satypical early 20th century thriller, with chases, vehicles, alittle romance, sinister characters, upper class
settings, plenty of suspense, and enough twists to see you through to the end. The whole last quarter of the
novel was entirely new to me, given that Hammer didn't have enough money to film it so excised it from the
film version entirely.

David says

| picked up a set of Dennis Wheatley paperbacks recently a car boot sale for afew pounds. They were sixties
editions, bashed about a bit, pages yellowing, with faded covers depicting pistol-toting Tom Jones-type men
and scantily-clad women clutching bed-sheets to their bosoms, wrapped in athick elastic band (the books,
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not the bosoms). A sudden wave of pure pleasure swept over me as the floodgates of memory opened,
drowning present cares with images of happy school holidays spent in the company of the suave and
sophisticated Duc de Richelieu and the dashing Roger Brook, whilst my ignorant chums wasted their time on
comics and the telly.

To me, asachild growing up in the sixties, every bookshelf seemed to include at least five or six Georgette
Heyers, and as an adolescent | used to sneak alook at them in search of racy bits, though | was aways
disappointed, despite the lurid bedroom scenes of half-naked damsels and Regency beaus on their
dustcovers. | pretty soon discovered, however, that the Wheatleys contained far naughtier bits. Within the
pages of histhrillers one could always expect something about heaving, half-exposed bosoms or seductively
pale thighs, and the hero's fingers would often be found lingering in such places, when not fingering the
pommel of asword or the trigger of apistol.

These novels were written in less complicated days, and Whestley was unapologetic for - or probably ssimply
unaware of - any offence he might be causing to ethnic minorities and people who had to work for aliving.
None of his heroes ever did what you or | would think of aswork. They were all fabulously rich and
handsome, and spent alarge part of their time drinking cocktails, donning evening-gowns and smoking-
jackets, eating exquisite foods and puffing on the most expensive cigars. When, that is, they weren't dealing
with Satanists and Nazis and teaching them a thing or two about Imperial British values and the difference
between right and wrong.

By modern thriller standards, Wheatley is perhaps rather slow in getting on with the story, and his characters
have a habit of lecturing one another rather than holding a proper conversation. The historical background is
usually introduced not incidentally and gradually as a part of the natural texture as the story unfolds, but as
the sort of lesson arather stiff teacher might deliver at school, put into the mouth of one character in
response to some pertinent query by another. 'But how on earth did Germany, the country of Goethe and
Mozart, arrive at such a sorry state? would be atypical trigger, precursor to half a dozen dense pages about
the rise of the Third Reich that have no direct bearing on the plot, and by the end of which you've either
dozed off or have had to glance back to pick up the thread.

| think that the chief appeal of Dennis Whestley nowadays, at least for me, is that he offers an illusion of
moral certainty in the face of that peculiar curse of modern life, relative values. For him, there are no
compensating circumstances to a case. Some things are right and other things are just plain wrong, and the
perpetrators of the latter are the clear villains of the piece and therefore bound for a sticky end. Political
correctness was a completely alien concept to him, and he would no doubt have identified it asamajor cause
of the rot when it came to the decline and fall of the British Empire. Nazis, Communists, Socialists, Uppity
Minorities of al shades and persuasions - these were basically aBad Lot asfar as he was concerned, and he
was not the sort to bow to public opinion on such matters.

So in a sense he managed to time his own literary demise rather well, asit coincided with just such a sea
change in the mid-seventies, which witnessed the beginning of a steady decline in the sales of his novels. A
new breed of, shall we say, more socially aware and diplomatic writers was emerging, and the world of
debutantes balls, stiff upper lips and adherence to duty, which had managed to hang on through two world
wars, was finally let go of.

For those of uswho enjoy athumping good yarn laced with sex, violence, nasty Nazis and devil-
worshippers, gallons of port and cognac, smoked salmon and caviar by the bucketful, and of course the best
cigars that money can buy, Dennis Wheatley leaves the competition way behind.

PDF File: The Devil Rides Out... 8



Read and Download Ebook The Devil Rides Out...

Mel says

Literary equivalent of Hammer Horror. It struck me early on that this would make a classic Hammer Horror
Movie, with the emphasis on 'ham'. And if fact, it did, with Christopher Lee playing the hero for a change, as
Duke de Richleau. That is pretty much all you need to know. However, | will make afew personal
observations. Its a group of upper class rich stereotypes from a bygone erathat | am not sure ever even
existed. They go charging about the English country side and dashing off in conveniently fuelled and ready
to take off private aircraft across Europe to foil a dreadful satanic plot in which they have unwittingly
become embroiled. They are temporarily thwarted at every turn by villains, who can be readily identified by
their various physical peculiarities and deformities. Obvioudly.

Thetext islittered with all manner of references to satanic practices and daft myth and legend relating to the
dark arts, to the point that it just becomes very, very silly. How much bunk the author must have waded
through to end up with such a mish-mash of nonsense | can only imagine, but he must have been
overwhelmed because he certainly wasn't discerning in the final cut. The effect is an overload that renders
any reasonable suspension of belief impossible.

No occurrence or situation is so terrible it seems, not even the kidnapping of ones only child, that one cannot
make the time at |east, to manage a ham sandwich, if not afull 4 course meal and every venue has accessto a
well stocked cellar of excellent wines. Every repast is detailed. At first, | found it 'quaint’ and nostalgic but |
struggled to complete it becauseit isjust so 'twee' and dated without the depth or skill needed to elevate it
above this perception. No suspense, no terror, angst or pathos, oh and in the end, everyone, save the
chronically obvious villain, lives happily ever after.

Doesit work? No, It fails on the horror front. Just not at all frightening but it did make me laugh in a couple
of places. | think the difference between a novel being described as dated and a novel really achieving classic
status must be in the execution. Bram Stoker's Draculais aclassic. The Devil Rides out isjust daft. Read it
for nostalgia or comedy effect.

Mymymble says

God knows what 1'd rate thisnow... Asateen | loved them. Bizarrely the one author my parents refused to
let me read in those days - so of course | did.

Dfordoom says

Dennis Wheatley is one of those authors who has gone from topping bestseller lists to complete ablivion in
the space of lessthan 30 years. Asrecently as the 1970s he was one of the most widely read authorsin the
world, with total sales exceeding 50 million copies. He has a reputation for jingoism, racism, sexism and
insanely reactionary political views, and for his unswerving belief that Satanism isamajor forcein the
modern world and that we should have nothing to do with it because it’s really wicked and terribly naughty.
He even includes an amusing little warning at the beginning of each of his books, which essentially amounts
to “don’t try this at home boys and girls.” In fact his approach to magic and religion is rather more complex
than you might expect from his Colonel Blimp-ish image. He dismisses any idea of the literal existence of
Satan or of Hell as simplistic nonsense, and his heroes use Catholic, Jewish, Buddhist and even pagan rituals
in their battles with the forces of darkness. He certainly does believe in the forces of darkness though. His
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styleisabit like one of those wonderful 1950s movies warning of the dangers of fast cars, dope and heavy
petting. But combined with X-Files-type conspiracy theories plus wicked devil-worshippers who'll stop at
nothing to get innocent young women to take their clothes off, plus non-stop action. His stuff works superbly
as High Camp. | just love him.

Jean-mar cel says

While Dennis Wheatley may have been quite a sensation in hisday, | certainly hadn't heard of him until |
came across the Hammer Productions film based on this novel. I've owned the film for years now and

frankly loveit, and becauseit's indellibly imprinted on my psyche, I'm going to talk about the movie more
than | normally would in a book review. Normally, | feel that the two artistic media are of equal merit and
should generally be kept apart and considered as separate entities even when they are supposedly tackling the
same story.

All right, | may aswell lay my cards on the table right now: | like the film afair bit more than the book. I'm
chuckling to myself over here because writing this now, | realise | can't really think of another instance
where thisistrue for me. Maybe it's down to Richard Matheson writing the movie script and turning a
sometimes meandering, occasionally pontificating and sometimes even unintentionally funny novel into a
taut fast-paced screenplay. Maybe it's Christopher Lee, whose grave, saturnine Duc De Richleau somehow
comes off as more dignified and charismatic than the old fart of the novel. It could even be the way Hammer
and the actor Charles Grey handled the villain, which seemed to make him a more active presence in the
story.

Dennis Wheatley's style is solid and engaging, if nothing too remarkable. | found myself wanting to skip
pages at times, but | almost never do that and was for the most part able to resist the urge, with the possible
exception of the sticky family-oriented scenes near the end. Whestley has an interesting habit here of leaping
onto the soapbox occasionally, taking jabs at all kinds of stuff that usually come from the mouth of hiswise
and learned protagonist, the Duc, but which feel like they just stem from nothing when you read the book.
While Wheatley obviously did plenty of research and talks about the occult convincingly, | don't feel he
revelsin it as much as he should. It almost feels like he's caught in ajam with on the one hand trying to warn
people about the dangers of this stuff and on the other tell aripping/lurid yarn about evil occult ceremonies
and the devilish doings of black magicians. If his heart wasreally in the latter, he might have given the story
ahbit morejuice, but | fedl it's the former Wheatley that sort of wins out here. Interesting that while the
Hammer film does feel necessarily a bit tamer because of what could be shown on screen in England at the
time, it somehow comes across as enjoying its subject matter alittle more and not really trying to preach
against it, except maybe for al the "Jesus stuff”, but I'll cometo that in a bit.

Thevillain seems like he'd be interesting, but we mostly hear about him and what he does because of other
charactersrelating events. Frankly thisis a pretty boring method of storytelling; | almost think Simon should
have been more at the centre of things, as his conversion to satanism and possible eventual redemption
would probably have made a more interesting tale than what we got. About three quarters of the way through
it struck me: Mocata doesn't do a damn thing in this book! He mostly just shows up and pronounces ominous
things, and instead of seeing the scene directly we get to hear about it afterwards. The nadir iswhen he
shows up at Richard's house and ... beginsto eat chocolates threateningly in Richard's wife's presence! Oh,
there's something vague about an attempted mind control in there, but it doesn't seem to really work on
anybody important. The film certainly made him seem much more of a credible adversary.

All the "good guys" are pretty flat and boring to read about, I'm afraid, and the satanist girl everyoneis
chasing after fallsin love with the big American fellow for some reason, even though she leads everyone on
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areally plodding car chase halfway through the book that is the sort of thing people aways criticised early
70s Doctor Who for doing but which it didn't actually do all that much. The evil Mocatais portrayed in the
novel asagreasy fat foreigner, whereasin the film he's "one of us’, rather english seeming and handsome,
which seemslike it should work much better for a charismatic cult leader. But, you see, Dennis Wheatley
kind of has adistrust of the un-english, and most of the people in Mocata's cult are shown as being from
some foreign place or having something wrong with them, the suggestion being that a strong and proper
English protestant would be happy with his lot and see no reason to join up with a bunch of satanists. Much
ismade in the novel of Simon's Jewishness, and how while everyone loves him for the man heis, his history
and background basically have set him up for thisfall, and it's the job of the Duc de Ricleau and good ole'
Rex to rescue him from hisfollies. They first do this by hanging a swastika around his neck, and when he's
almost killed the Duc says, "oh no! | made amistake! That's a symbol of the East! | can't use that here!" Yes,
| laughed at this and wasn't appalled or anything; such things generally don't bother me much, but Wheatley
isjust abit too strident at times.

Having said that, Wheatley does appear to at least make an attempt at giving his story broader, more
universal concerns. The Duc of the book interestingly appears a bit more worldly and less outwardly
religious than his counterpart in the film. | don't think the book even mentions Christ directly more than
once, and thisis a contrast to the screenplay, where in several instances the protagonists invoke the name of
Jesus and the movie even ends on a somber note that they should all thank God and his son for having
alowed them to triumph in the end. | have to confess that the overtly Christian angle is the one thing about
themoviethat | didn't entirely like, and Wheatley seems to take some painsto imply that it isn't necessarily
christianity that will save the world, and that one positive religious or spiritual faith is essentially as good as
any other (although he does condescend to make alist of the applicable ones, | believe).

Another facet of the novel which surprised and pleased me was the ending, which is quite a bit different from
the film's and which actually felt more satisfying. | don't want to spoil it for anyone, but there's a section of
several dozen pages near the climax where the characters don't quite seem like themselves and something
feels deliberately altered in the writing style. It feelskind of dreamlike and oppressive in a strange way, and
in the end, when | realise this was purposefully done, | felt like cheering Wheatley, because he'd managed to
push some of my irritation buttons and yet kind of came through as being rather good in the end.

| came down a bit hard on this novel, but the truth is that I'll probably read more Wheatley. he seemsto be
just weird and exciting enough to entertain me, at any rate, and just may have afew surprising tricks up his
Seeve.

Simon says

An action packed thriller focusing on the practice of black magic. Good fun but some infuriatingly dense
characters.

Kathy Davie says

First in the Black Magic series and sixth in the Duke de Richleau series revolving around best friends: the
Duke de Richleau, Simon Aron, the Princess Marie Lou and Richard Eaton, and Rex Van Wyn.

This ARC was sent to me by NetGalley for an honest review.
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My Take
Thisisavery religious book, but more along the lines of Light versus Dark, Good versus Evil, and the
Powers of Good.

I should think Simon has an “inkling” that he's dabbling in wrong things when he tries so hard to keep de
Richleau out of it all. | suspect de Richleau would do better to ensure Max was better informed about black
magic.

Tanith was a pain. She comes across as an intelligent woman, but her reasoning for following the Left Hand
Path is so immature. She's a hasty-minded person with her desire to have power over people. Doesn’t she
realize that thisis an evil desire? What's wrong with helping people? | do wish Whesatley hadn’t been so
cryptic about the Malagasy and the Goat. Did the Malagasy give himself over to the demon, was he the
demon, or what?

The slang of the 1930s was interesting to read, and Wheatley has a very black noir atmosphere with al the
drama of thetimesin referring to “magic”. Also typical of the times is the attitude towards people of other
races. It's embarrassing to think people could actually believe such drivel, and arelief that we' ve come as far
aswe have. We do still have aways to go, but at least we are making progress. Whestley certainly has some
“interesting” beliefsin why the white man has done as well as he has.

I knew the swastika was an ancient symbol adopted by the Nazis, but | don’t think I’ ve ever heard this
explanation about it. De Richleau’ s explanation of baptism is encompassing, on both sides.Even more
interesting is Wheatley’ stake on the Albigensians, the Templars, and the Rosicrucians. More history
involves LaVoisin, Prince Borghese' staking back his palazzo, the magic of Nicolas Flamel, Rasputin’s real
identity, the real reason why World War | broke out, Tanith’s use of numerology, and the tale of Osiris
murder of Set (very clever if totally wicked).

The duke uses some interesting anal ogies to explain magic to Rex, Richard, and Marie Lou. And they are
good points.

People of my generation and older were taught to be polite to everyone. It's a definite handicap when
encountering the bad guys, and examples of when being rude is the better choice should be taught. That’s not
to say that being rude is the best choice, but that there are times when it is merited...phone solicitors, for
example.

The good guys did make some stupid moves. Rex drove me mad with his stupid decisions about Tanith at the
inn. Duh. At the very least consult with the duke instead of falling asleep in the woods! Leaving Fleur
unprotected makes me question their intelligence as well. Simon choosing to go against his friends despite
the logic of their decision. And poor Richard, having to go awhole day without his drinks and meat...

Phew, these adventures make me so very appreciative of cell phones!

The Story

It must be truly important for Simon to miss the reunion dinner with the duke and Rex. And the dukeis even
more worried as Rex discovers. Since their friend is too important to them both, the men repair to Simon’s

new house where they discover the depths to which he has sunk.

For Simon isthe key to an evil ritual, and Mocatawill never let him go. And the duke must convince his
friends that magicisreal.

It'Il be crazy chase scenes, mad escapes, kidnappings, stopping a Black Mass, and the fourth dimension
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beforeit's over.

The Characters

The Duke de Richleau, ak.a., Greyeyes, is an elderly French exile (dueto his involvement in the 1890s
Royalist rising), art connoisseur, and dilettante one can count on in all things. He has studied the Right Hand
Path, White Magic. M ax is the duke’ s man.

Simon Aron, a stoop-shouldered Jewish man with a very sudden interest in astronomy and gardening, is
about to be baptized “ Abraham”. Rex Van Wyn is awealthy young man who enjoys sports of all kinds. His
father is abanker and runs The Chesapeake Banking and Trust Corporation. Richard Eaton has married the
Princess Marie Lou, and they have a daughter, Fleur. They sold off the lesser stones of the Shulimoff
treasure to provide the princess with an independent income. They currently reside at Cardinals Fally in the
country. Jim isagardener; Malin istheir butler; and, they have a nurse for Fleur.

The Assistant Commissioner at the Metropolitan Policeis a personal friend of the duke's. Mister
Clutterbuck is ex-Scotland Y ard who now works as a private investigator. Mr. Jeremiah Wilkesisa
retired gentleman’ s gentleman who runs The Pride of the Peacocks, an inn near Cardinals Folly. Mizkais
an old gypsy woman of Tanith’s childhood. Nebirosis Mizka s black cat. Retired Detective Verrier
identifies the duke. L e Chef de la Sireté Daudet arrests the duke.

The hypnotist, Canon Damien M ocata, is a French-Irishman and a defrocked Catholic priest aswell asa
follower of the Left Hand Path, black magic. Madame D’ Ur fé (a nom-du-Diable of a notorious witch during
the time of Louis XV) isa cigar-smoking, overly jeweled, old Frenchwoman. The psychic Miss Tanith (a
name taken from the Moon Goddess of the Carthaginians) is an orphan with a death sentence. The
Chinaman; the Albino; and, L aurent Castelnau, a French banker, are involved.

The Forbidden Territory is...
...fifth in the Duke de Richleau series seriesrefers to an earlier adventure of the Duke de Richleau and crew.

Different levels of magic mastery include | psissimus, M agus, and M agister Templi. The Red Book of
Appin . The Talisman of Set isthe 14th part that Isis never found. It's also the goal for Mocata, for the
fulfillment of hisevil plans. A Sabbat is a gathering of those who practice witchcraft and other rites. The
Malagasy isthe Goat of Mendes, the black magic equivalent of the lamb of God.

TheTitle
Thetitle is true enough as The Devil Rides Out with both Mocata and the Goat of Mendes traveling all over
the place.

The Reading Bibliophile says

I got this book for 10 pence at athrift shop in Belfast (yellow pages, cover wearing out) - | could not afford

anything else, being in dire straits at the time -, | started reading it just for the sake of reading something and
I loved it! The narrativeis very good and | was quite frightened by the story's atmosphere. Living in Belfast
at that time was somehow frightening as well.
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