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Born and raised on a slaver’s ship, Amalia plans to escape before she’s forced to participate in her master’s
psi breeding program. She finds refuge on a foreign planet where she meets the cousins Lhor and Khel.
Together, they fight against those hunting her down, while attempting to rescue the other victims of her
master’s slave ring.

Between her master’s dogged pursuit, deadly rivalries, assassins, and corrupted nobles, can the cousins keep
Amalia safe or will their respective feelings for her tear them apart?

This MFM novel is a constant toe-curling, action-packed thriller, and the first book in the Veredian
Chronicles series. It is standalone with no cliffhanger.
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Laz the Sailor says

I received this ARC in exchange for my review.

4+ stars. This is a very good SFR story with a somewhat complicated plot and strong characters. There are
dark themes of slavery and bigotry, and references to terrible things that have happened in the past, but the
main story is about the development of the relationship between Amalia and the men who take her in. Throw
in a missile or two and a mystery alien guest and you've got a rocking story.

There are some classic themes which are given original spins to avoid falling into trope-land. In addition,
there are several races to keep track of, and several layers of politics. Plus the "sex or die" aspect is a driving
force. The world building is sufficient to provide the setting, but doesn't drown is in details or techno-babble.
The author holds back some surprises until late in the book, but they are quite rewarding.

There are several hot sex scenes, and even more fade-to-black / woke-up-sore references. I would have
preferred more, but I always do.

I look forward to the next book.

Regine Abel says

Escaping Fate was an amazing challenge to write. I love sci-fi romance novels as well as anything with a
touch of the paranormal. For years, I've been a huge fan of Nalini Singh, Tracy St. John, R. Lee Smith, M.K.
Eidem, and Evangeline Anderson. Each of them and their work has been a part of my inspiration writing this
novel.

When I started writing this book, I wanted a properly fleshed out world, with complex social and political
conflicts that would still be relatable to our modern day world. The Psy-Changelings series and the Clans of
Kalquor are great examples of what I was gunning for. As I am a sucker for the Mars Needs Women trope, I
had to weave that in somehow and explore some of the serious repercussion such a situation could have on
the people, their society, and criminality.

Then I wanted a smart, strong heroine that had no problem embracing her vulnerabilities while also kicking
ass when needed. Add to that two hot, deeply conflicted men, a bit of scorching heat, a relentless master and
corrupt nobles, it felt like a good recipe for an action-packed, keep you at the edge of your seat romantic
thriller.

I hope you will enjoy my book as much as I loved writing it.

Sassy Southern says

5 Amazing Out of this World Stars
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Wow! What an out of this world adventure this book took me on. I was hooked from the very beginning and
on the edge of my seat with all of the twists and turns. There was romance, action, adventure, danger and
some very hot and steamy moments.

Amalia is a strong, brave, caring young woman about to be sent off to her captors breeding program. When
the opportunity arises, she knows it is now or never to make her escape and to try to find someone who will
help protect her. After hearing about the Fastening ceremony on Xelix Prime, she is torn between trying to
survive on her own and going through with trying to find a mate at the ceremony.

Khel and Lhor are two cousins who have been Tainted and are in desperate need of finding a mate that can
help reverse the devastating illness that they are slowly dying from. The problem is that any tainted males are
looked down upon are rarely chosen by any females.

When their worlds collide will they be able to find a way to help each other?

Surrounded by corruption, how will any of them know who they can trust. When even deeper problems
arises will Amalia be the key to changing the world as they know it?

A must read book for sure! You will not be disappointed. - Alisa

Shanna Matheo says

LOVED IT!

Roughseasinthemed says

Any story that has a feisty thinking heroine who wants to learn to fight despite having the protection of the
entire Xelixian army has got to be worth reading about. Plus she speaks her mind and isn't overly impressed
with restrictive societal etiquette.

Escaping Fate is an interesting and enjoyable read, decently paced, with some good main characters. Perhaps
feisty Amalia is a bit too perfect, but the character development of the two cousins – Khel in particular – is
nicely done, and secondary characters flesh out the story. After Khel, First Officer Ghan is probably my
favourite character.

It's sci-fi, futuristic, fantasy plus romance and sex, with some fighting and killing, so there is a good
imaginative mix in there.

If you choose to look, there are some serious messages in there about slavery, prostitution, female
independence, discrimination, jealousy, emotional insecurity – and — not judging people (solely) by their
appearances, which I thought elevated this from an average decent fantasy to a rather more interesting one.

There are no real surprises in the plot, so it will be interesting to see how Abel follows up this story given
that this is Book 1 of the Veredian Chronicles.

A few typos still existed in my pre-publication copy, so hopefully the author can sort those before April.
Nothing mega though, not enough to seriously disrupt the reading enjoyment.
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Kelly says

Good GRAVY, I liked this book. As a sci-fi romance junky, this book made me SO HAPPY. It had
everything I wanted AND MORE. I mean, LOOK! It's making me review in sporadic caps. THAT'S VERY
TELLING.

Things I adored: the worldbuilding. SO GOOD. From the genetic taint that is killing Khel and Lhor and
others of their kind to the slavers running their flesh trades to the quirks of Amalia's heritage (quirks she isn't
even aware of since she's one of the last of her kind), I was smitten. The more we learned of the
world/universe, the more I WANTED to know.

*draws sparkly hearts around it all*

As for the romance, I was VERY curious how the very possessive Khel would reach the point where he was
willing to see Amalia in another's arms. Whether his cousin or someone else. Honestly, it took time. His
possessive streak runs deep and he had to come to terms with things in his head before he was comfortable
with seeing her with another.

I'm incredibly excited about this series in general and CAN'T WAIT to see what's up next with the
Veredians.

-Kelly @ Reading the Paranormal

Bubbles The Book Pimp says

First in series.

We meet Amalia held captive, forces into assisting a cruel and cunning trafficker of women, it doesn’t matter
their species he will sell them for the right price. But not Amalia...she is gutted like all who share her
veredian race. Seizing her opportunity to escape and devasation at leaving her grandmother behind she
flees... her only chance at survival is to find a protector, a saviour...a mate.
The planet Amalia finds herself on is renowned for its protecting of females and even has outworlders vying
to secure males at the fastening ceremonies.
Primes ( the most wanted males ) norms ( next in the hierarchy ) and then the least wanted or cared for those
that are suffereing from taint. A genetic disfiguring and painful condition that robs the males of their lives at
roughly 40 years old. Most of the tainted are warriors, the physical activity assists in holding the taints
spread...the only other things is oxytocin from their mate.
With women in very low numbers and off worlder women generally arranged in advance.. the tainted males
attend the fastening knowing they have little or no chance but it is a last chance.

General Khel and his cousin ( and gem- shared soul ) lhor are two tainted males attending thebfastening khel
because he needs a mate to help him secure his family home and lhor at khel’s request....khel doesn’t expect
to get chosen but when he finds Amalia stood in front of him and lhor choosing between them... he finds
himself praying that she picks him.
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What a fantastic book. The amount of world building that has gone into this is amazing. I was completely
blown away and can honestly say that I adored every minute of this book.
I enjoyed seeing Amalia flourish and grow in her relationship with khel.
I actually enjoyed that khel was jealous and insecure over Amalia and lhor’s relationship, it brought a
fantastic level of realism to the book.
I will defiantly be reading the rest of this series!!

And I wanna know if ghan will have a book??? PLEASE PLEASE SAY HE DOES!!!

Maira says

This may be the first sci-fi I’ve ever read so I don’t have anything to compare it to. But I am a fan of the
genre if other books are anything like Escaping Fate. Being the first story I’ve read by Regine Abel, I
consider myself lucky that I got to read this before its release date and write a review. As far as I’m
concerned I have found a writer that I truly enjoy and who’ll continue to get better over time. Honestly, I
can’t understand how this book has been added to Amazon Unlimited for $0.00 and only $2.99 purchase
price. Escaping Fate is of a higher caliber; I don’t believe readers will be disappointed by this purchase.
Summary: A woman who was bred, institutionalized, and imprisoned on a sex trafficking spaceship plans to
escape and seek rescue on a foreign planet. Although she was protected because of her special abilities, the
time had come where she too would be thrust into the sex/slave ring as a victim herself. On her journey to
escape the clutches of her enemy, she discovers a new world and new people. Her bond to them is intense, as
she learns their ways as they learn hers. Their common goal is to rescue other victims while dealing with
mixed emotions and new relationships that become entwined.
Escaping fate would fit into any genre. The storyline is so good that if you were to change the setting to
anything other than an intergalactic world, it would still be an incredible read.
This story had great flow. Its pace wouldn’t allow me to put the book down, even as my eyes were begging
me to sleep. Every character contributed to the story and was intriguing, both individually and as a unit. The
only reason I deducted a star, was that in some instances the author was redundant. I don’t like it when
characters relay (from their POV) the same information that another did in a previous chapter. This is a waste
of time, but didn’t in any way, affect the momentum or diminish my interest in the book.
Escaping Fate was a complete surprise as it raised very human issues that, despite its alien characters, makes
this story relatable. The emotions that come across from each of the characters tugged at my heart strings and
the battles they fought seemed all too real. Human trafficking, racism, segregation and slavery are cleverly
covered up in an imaginary world, yet I couldn’t help but compare it all to the world we live in now.
This made the book feel less like sci-fi because Regine Abel brings our focus back to the journey of all the
main characters with flawless precision.
This book was given to me by the author (for free) in exchange for an honest review. I was not coaxed in any
way to give a good review, as my followers know, I rarely do.

Tiblu says

I just loved this sooo dang much....

This was everything I could want in a story,with an extra H to love added to the mix....
Amalia was just simply amazing !!! Period,full stop !
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She was that wonder combination of smart sass, intelligent with a strong backbone and sense of honor but
full of common sense knowing she couldn’t do everything herself when to lean on others and full of love and
laughter and eager to share that with others....
all to often you read books where your “supposed” root or the hero or heroine to get together or be loved but
honestly your not always shown why,either the H or the h or both may have personalities that or either too
aggressive and commanding ( demanding love or respect or loyalty or compliance) with out wanting to earn
it, or being too passive and doing such a good imitation of a doormat it seems someone should be
commenting on how WELCOME is printed across their foreheads heroines who will do anything ( and I do
mean ANYTHING!) for the H because her panties damp and has a sexy body and yet you don’t really know
why your supposed to like these clueless fools all the other characters seem to fawn over...
You sit there thinking such and such is nice but why is everyone falling over themselves to have him or
her,there’s no real character building to inspire the characters “love fest” for them and yet everyone just has
to have them or try and please them ...
Not here, Amalia gives you reasons from the get go w/her kindness and strength and true intelligence and
even with all she’s seen and done a sweetness ,bravery and innocence, you go off on her journey with her
excited to see what life has in store for her praying she gets the chance at the better life she soo richly
deserves .....
I loved when she went to the “Fastening” ( what an interesting idea ) ( I loved that despite being a patriarchal
society women get to be in charge of moment ) when she met Khel and Lhor it was soo sweet and beautiful
and kinda sexy in a way...
I loved er choice of wanting a “tainted” male, wanting someone who wanted and needed her as much as she
needed him....
My only regret was how long it took for things to work out for Amalia to both her mates and work past all
their hurts and insecurities,mainly Khel’s and though it made sense it worked out it , did I just can’t help but
wish Khel could have been a little less insecure with the two ppl who he loved most in the world and vice
versa......
If I could have changed anything other than staying with three amazing ppl and their family longer ( never
wanted to leave) it would have been giving Khel a much needed reality check sooner,his resistance to
knowing and understanding things about himself and his cousin who was really his brother ( in all ways that
counted ) was just drawn out a bit too long and then his reaction to let his quote “ inner beast” loose to
verbally attacked and flay Amalia and Lhor was just 80 shades of wrong and honestly I feel Amalia and Lhor
shoulda kicked his rear a bit over that, instead of feeling and acting like ones needing to apologize,even
thought lol Amalia was very very good at setting him straight ...
Why should she apologize for saving Lhor’s life,was she supposed to let him die ?
Loved this book,I’m sorry I waited soo long....
I can’t wait to read more , I hope this series continues!!!!

??~Cyborg-Scifi-Lover~?? says

** ARC RECEIVED IN EXCHANGE FOR AN HONEST REVIEW **

Its been a while that a read a really good/great scifirom.
Yayyy finally. I really love this one.
And I can't wait to read the next one! (Hoping it will be soon!)

Jen says
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Really enjoyed this book, some one from one of the facebook groups I'm in recommended it and I'm glad
they did!! A bit hot too and steamy to recommend to my Mum but the story was great the world building was
satisfying no too stupid to live moments from the heroine.

I loved how the romance went, sometimes things are so rushed they don't seem plausible but I was really
invested in the story and did not think this was the case in this book.

A new author to me but definitely on my watch list now! Hmmm 12:30am and I have got book two .. to
sleep or not to sleep

Emma Jaye says

For me, the focus of the book wasn't on the female lead, she's fallen on her feet to a certain extent after a
horrible start in life. I was completely fascinated by the complex relationship between Lhor and Khel.
Geminates, they are the other half of each other's soul, ones tries to protect, one feels he's a burden, neither
talks about it and its ripping them apart.
Both are dying from the Taint a disease common to most Xelixian males which results in death before 40.
Both try to spare the other's feelings, keeping a 'stiff upper lip' till Amalia comes on the scene and changes
the game entirely. Jealous, anger, heartbreak and self sacrifice, its all here against a backdrop of saving
enslaved females.
This is a riveting start to a series, and although many people may be wishing Regine goes on to explore the
rest of Amalia's fascinating race, I'll be looking out for more angst ridden Xelixians!

Tanaka K says

Okay, I am that type of blogger who reads the weirdest books and always read all kinds of books. When I
saw Escaping Fate's blurb, I knew I had to read it. It had such an enticing storyline with a weird sci-fi vibe
that definitely caught my eye. I only read one sci-fi and no book had surpassed that but I found myself so
surprised that I found another sci-fi/alien that delivered the goods. Escaping Fate was such an interesting and
explosive sci-fi book that had me so excited to point that I was going crazy.

Escaping Fate was a book that pulled me in. There was just something so special about it that totally made
me pay attention. I was reading something very different and unique and it definitely sated my reading taste
buds. Riveting. Explosive. Sexy. Drama. Angst. Escaping Fate was a beautiful sci-fi romance that left me
begging for more. Escaping Fate was a book packed with enough action that thrilled me. I was transported to
another planet while I reading this book. I felt I was in he alien and experiencing their lives. It is because of
the writing. The writing was so vivid that I swear I was living the reality of the aliens. I actually thought I
was one of them. It reminded me of Star Wars but more edgier,more darker and more sexier that caused a
burning hole in my kindle. This book should come with hazard. Warning, this book will make you hot all
over. Hahaha. I commend Regine Abel for giving me a book I craved so much for. It was a definite sci-fi
beauty that transfixed me.

Meet Amalia, a Veredian woman with such a feisty nature and a survivor and Khel and Lhor, two tainted
Xelixian males looking for two Pearls to cure their Taint, together they were such a complicated couple yet
had enough drama and angst that brought me to the edge. I was fixated on their relationship. I could not get
enough of it. Their relationship was toe curling and enough heat to cause a fire. I loved their struggle as a
unit and it was a side that I liked.Not every trio has roses. No there is jealousy and resentment and Regine
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Abel executed that perfectly. I loved Amalia. She was fierce, strong, loving and caring. Khel was dominant
but damn he made me hot. Lhor was different. He was more vulnerable. He cared far more and I absolutely
adored him. There are a unit to be reckoned with.

Well, Escaping Fate was amazing. I enjoyed so much that I am going to stalk the author. I have my
conspiracy theories and I cannot wait until they are solved. Looking to the next book in the series. It has
piqued my curiosity.

ARC provided by author in exchange for an honest review.

Laura says

4.5 stars

“We’re going to wash away today’s madness. And while we do so, I’ll tell you about a little girl’s dream of
escaping fate.”

Thank you very much to Regine Abel for providing a copy of her novel in exchange for an honest review.

Regine Abel’s Escaping Fate is an alluring and tantalising sci-fi that all Romance lovers should read. Set
against the backdrop of alien planets, impending war and phenomenal world-building, Escaping Fate is both
a character- and plot-driven romance that kept me reading until the early hours of the morning.

It has been a very long time since I last read a hetero romance novel, and I have never before read a MFM. I
had no idea what to expect going into this novel, and to say I was impressed by Escaping Fate would be an
understatement. Regine Abel has created something truly spectacular here – a real tour de force. By far the
strongest element in the novel Abel’s impeccable world-building: alien worlds, distinct cultures and species,
venereal ceremonies, forms of government, corrupt politics … the list just goes on. Never before have I read
a SFF where the world felt so real. What I loved most about the worlds Abel has created is that Xelix Prime,
the planet Amalia finds herself on, is deeply respectful of women. It’s still a patriarchal society but women
are venerated, and despite the inclusion of sexual slavery, the novel is very pro-woman and pro-choice. Abel
makes it very clear who the bad guys are: the slavers, the rapists, the people who stood idly by while women
were kidnapped and forced to breed.

The plot felt like one wild ride after another – it didn’t let up for a second. After Amalia escapes from her
slaver, she is directed by her grandmother to attend a Fastening, a sort of mock-marriage ceremony the
people’s of the planet Xelix Prime experience. There, Amalia discovers the unfair caste system of society:
the Primes, the Norms, and the Tainted. The latter group are infected with a non-transmissible disease that
manifests itself in black lines across one’s body, and also infects the organs and reproductive functions while
decreasing life expectancy from 135 to 40. Society has all but abandoned the Tainted and treat them little
better than slaves. But the Taint can also be reversed, even healed, through intercourse, which delays the
spread of the disease. Amalia attends the Fastening to find herself a mate and surprises everyone by choosing
one of the Tainted: Khel, the last surviving member of the noble Praghan family and General of the Xelixian
Army. Amalia chooses him to protect her from her former slaver, who is hunting her down.

Reading the blurb, I never would have expected Amalia to be such a badass. I fully expected her to be like
the stereotypical female romance characters from the fiction I read years ago: submissive, meek, with no
discernible personality aside from lusting after the love interest every five minutes, but Amalia is not like
that. She’s a strong, willful, dominant young woman who endured a lifetime of slavery, escaped, and is ready
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to take down the bastards who ruined her life. I have nothing but admiration for her, and am so grateful that
Abel wrote her this way. She is also surprisingly funny – many of her interactions with Khel, Lhor and their
friends is filled with moments of hilarity. Those scenes really brightened the entire novel. She also has this
extraordinary empathy for everyone and won’t rest until the women she watched be sold into slavery are
found.

I had a few issues with Khel’s character, mainly at how overprotective of Amalia he seemed to be. The
Xelixian people are very protective of women, due to the spread of the Taint, and they have strict societal
codes that everyone must abide by. He could come across as quite rigid and traditional, but I liked how Abel
specifically contrasted him with his cousin Lhor, the exact opposite to Khel. While Khel has a few issues
with anger and protectiveness, he also grows and learns from his mistakes. What Abel did really well in
Escaping Fate is keeping character’s personalities consistent, while also open enough for development. What
I mean by that is, often in Romances, characters’ personalities can be all over the place as the plot tends to
come second to the erotica – thankfully, that is not the case with Abel’s novel. I am highly impressed by
each of the characters in Escaping Fate, even the background ones.

Lhor, on the other hand, was an absolute delight. During the Fastening, Amalia is torn between Lhor and
Khel, but eventually chooses Khel because of his strength, but the tension between Lhor and Amalia is
undeniable. As Abel describes in her short story Losing Amalia, Lhor and Amalia’s souls knew each other,
but Amalia chooses his cousin instead. Lhor suffers silently in jealousy and shame: jealousy, because Amalia
is basically his soulmate, and shame because Khel is his Geminate. The Geminates are one of the most
interesting aspects of Abel’s worldbuilding – it is a person whose soul is split into two separate bodies,
allowing them to feel one another’s emotions. Usually, Gems come in the form of twins, but Lhor and Khel
are special cases as they are cousins. If the Gems are separated for a long period of time, the younger, weaker
Gem becomes sick and only the presence of the elder Gem can heal them. Because Lhor is the younger Gem,
he has often felt inadequate his entire life, as though he were leaching off of Khel. The scenes were Lhor
self-deprecates tore at my heart and I just wanted to give him a hug. He is a sweetheart of a character, and
my favourite from the novel.

Abel really toyed with my emotions throughout Escaping Fate. I didn’t expect to care this much about the
characters, but I did. Abel’s impeccable prose and pacing certainly had something to do with this. At times, I
was so blown away by her writing it almost didn’t register I was reading at all and I breezed through the
novel in a matter of days. Anytime I found myself with a spare moment, I was drawn back to Escaping Fate.

I look forward to the next novel in the series. As Escaping Fate is a standalone, I assume the next novel will
focus on other characters, but perhaps the same world and similar plot as Abel has left a few storylines open.
I especially am looking forward to how learning more about the Tainted and how attitudes towards them will
develop.

Escaping Fate was an epic sci-fi, simmering with passionate romance. Abel has truly outdone herself and I
highly recommend this novel to any fan of romances. It’s a must-read.

Samantha Hanson says

Regine Abel is an author to keep in your sights! This is my 2nd book by her in 2 weeks.  Her writing flows
off the pages and in to your hearts. 

Escaping fate is the story of Amalia a very brave alien woman.  Regine Abel weaves a tale of her heroics,
hilarious antics and at times seductress.  While the story is told in 3 point of views, if I explain more I will
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give away too much. 

The story had me laughing, at times crying  (which I hate doing) and even screaming at the situation. If a
book can cause that much of a reaction that is 100% my definition of a 5 star book.  I am enamored with
these characters and cannot wait to find out what else happens.  I will read anything this lady writes! 5 stars
from Reviews by Reds!


