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Deadpool Classic, Vol. 9 Gail Simone (Text) , UDON Studios (Illustrations)
Writer Gail Simone takes on the Merc With a Mouth! When Deadpool crosses paths with the Black Swan,
the telepathic villain infects Wade with a virus that eats away at his mind. Can Deadpool overcome his
degenerating thought processes and continue his merc work? No, probably not. Plus, Deadpool is hired to
steal the Rhino's horn and protect Dazzler, and gathers new allies Sandi Brandenberg, Ratbag, Outlaw and
the Taskmaster. But when a showdown with the Black Swan goes wrong, who - if anyone - will survive?
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From Reader Review Deadpool Classic, Vol. 9 for online ebook

pianogal says

Ok read. Not a big fan of all the Agent X stuff. I just want Deadpool.

Stephen says

I ducked out of reading Deadpool eons ago, after that whole mess with Ajax and the Mithras, with no
intention of ever catching up on what I was missing. However, I came across issue 65 donkey's years ago
and it was entertaining enough to get me to pick up the series again.

This run is a huge improvement. Though I'm not hugely keen on the Black Swan as a villain, the arc is pretty
fun and has a lot of standout moments. Issue 66 cements itself quickly as one of my all-time favourite issues,
and the battle against the Rhino is nothing short of inspired.

Sadly, this run is almost criminally short. The story is followed up on in the new series featuring Agent X,
though many of the supporting cast from Deadpool make a return. Agent X is a decent enough character,
though he's too obviously a replacement for Deadpool. I appreciate that this is worked into the story, with
Taskmaster and Sandi wondering whether this is Deadpool faking his death and assuming a new identity
(again). Some people really took against Agent X, but I didn't have any particularly strong feelings against
him - read by itself, the series works well. It's just that, by nature, the whole run feels very under Deadpool's
shadow. And that's never a good place to be.

Aaron says

Finally, Deadpool's back! Following Joe Kelly's stellar run on the character (disregarding the way he just
kind of pooped out the ending), this book hit a serious rut. Nobody knew how to write Deadpool for
seemingly decades. Then Gail Simone came along, in what just so happened to be her first mainstream comic
book, and man did this book improve a lot. She brought Deadpool back to being a maddening, wisecracking
goofball who deep down wants to be good, but just can't quite get there. She added, get this, JOKES to the
page. The action is at times hilarious, and even UDON Studios' art, which is usually very cookie-cutter,
seems to fit here.

The only thing is, she didn't get much time to actually live in this reinvigorated Deadpool. I don't know if it
was her decision or editorial's, but the Deadpool comic ended only 5 issues into Simone's run, instead getting
replaced by the decent-but-not-great Agent X. You can still catch Simone's joyful writing style in Agent X,
and it definitely FEELS like it's a Deadpool book of sorts, but not actually having Deadpool involved just
makes it lose a lot of its energy. Throw in the fact that the plot feels unimportant and just like an excuse to
cut to various action/comedy scenes, and you've got a pretty mediocre book that takes up over half of this
volume.

I would've LOVED to see Simone write more Deadpool (and I'm sure I will mostly enjoy the rest of Agent
X, if Marvel deems to release it), but the way it played out just wasn't as great as I'd hoped. If you're looking
at Deadpool chronologically, though, I guess the good news is Cable & Deadpool is just on the horizon,
which is arguably the best Deadpool-related series of all time, so if you're reading all of Deadpool from the
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beginning for some reason, STICK WITH IT.

Frans Karlsson says

Black Swan transmits a virus to Sades brain and he starts to loose it even more. A fun version of Rhino. Also
includes the first part of the spin-off Agent X.

B says

Not being a frequent reader of DC Comics, I mostly know Gail Simone by reputation as one of the top
writers in the superhero ghetto. This book did not inspire that much confidence given the level of praise I've
seen.

There was nothing particularly bad about this book, but nothing that indicated I should read more. The Black
Swan an unlikeable villain, the "twist" related to him was explained in the same page in which the seeming
mystery was set up, and killing the main character only works when his replacement is awesome.

Sadly, Agent X is not awesome. For story reasons, he is kind of a blank. This makes a lot of sense . . . . . But
does not allow me to really identify with him or support his decisions or worldview or invest in anything
about him. I know I've seen it done. Maybe just in RPGs where you star as the mute amnesiac protagonist so
you are kind of auto-invested?

Really interesting is his spunky teen sidekick. I would have liked more of her and her struggles to relate to
the world around her.

Also, there are some weird internal knowledge problems where some characters seem to know some things
they should not and not know things that they should.

Conor says

I had never read any DP before. It's amusing, but still suffers from the same sort of audience pandering,
especially in the depiction of women, that other mainstream comics do.

Richard Rosenthal says

I got this volume for a reasonable donation to the Comic Book Legal Defense Fund. It came with a signature
card so that is a star right their for Gail Simone donating her time to their important work.

This comic isn't afraid to have fun. The Deadpool vs. The Rhino section is just plain silly. I don't know if I
would give this one to a kid as it is more PG-13. The violence only gets gory in a few places but it is pretty
much no stop and while the sex isn't shown it is implied. Most of the female characters are are either wearing
bikinis or form fitting clothing. They all have unbelievably huge chests because comics.
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There are 2 complete story arcs in this volume that can be read without reading the first 8 books.

Tommy says

Pretty weak, fizzle out ending. I think the Deadpool series really fell into a trap of being a bunch of
miniseries and they kept parading new sets of creative teams out for every storyline and it ended up seeming
really haphazard in terms of continuity. Would have preferred many short series with new #1's. Either that or
pick a creative team and let them run with it for 15 issues.

Agent X is, so far, a weird offshoot. We'll see if I get into it but it feels like I'm reading it out of my
obligation to know all things Deadpool vs. genuine interest.

Adelaide Metzger says

I held off for the longest time to get into this volume and it was partly because I was uncertain of where Gail
Simone would take the story. The trend in the previous Deadpool Classic stories was that every writer who
wasn’t Joe Kelly seemed like they felt the need to draw their Deadpool to a conclusion, leaving it up in the
air for a potential story the next writer could form. Gail Simone does that, but instead of leaving Deadpool
hanging in the hands of someone else, she continues her Wilson-story by erasing his name and creating a
completely new character--but with the same-ish personality. Enter Agent X. Enter a very confused Wade
Wilson fan.

At the first sign of this happening, I paused, audibly saying things like, “I’m not liking where this is going,”
and “I don’t think I like this.” But when I realized Agent X’s story continued with the same side characters
from Simone’s Deadpool issues, I kept reading.

I’m so glad I did.

Simone does a great job with character chemistry and personality (this is her strongest trait in story-writing).
I wasn’t only into this new Alex Hayden personality and his relationship to his new friends and enemies, I
was now extremely interested in Task Master and his affectionate connection to Sandi. Who knew the toughy
had a soft spot that was surprisingly attractive (can you tell I‘m a girl)? I hate to say it, but I like this new
band of anti-heroes WAY more than when Weasel and T-Ray were around.

Simone’s comedy is great. I haven’t laughed at a Deadpool volume since four issues prior to this one and this
finally broke my straight-lipped streak. The Agent X issues were especially funny. I’m really glad the series
went in this direction, but you can definitely tell that with Agent X came change in the Deadpool goggles
fans wear today. Things like the 2013 Deadpool game portrays Wade as a boob-loving, overly unbalanced
mercenary with no care for anyone. It’s disappointing that fans who haven’t read Kelly’s original character
are introduced to Wade Wilson through an overly exaggerated point of view with only one, 200mph speed
and little-to-no plot development.

I’m not a purist. I enjoyed the 2011 series and I’m looking forward to the Marvel NOW series. But I really
believe that Classic Deadpool has the best personality. I now have Gail Simone’s trust in the character and
can’t wait for the next one.
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Jesse says

Deadpool's finally good again!

Chris Lemmerman says

After struggling through a few mediocre runs, Deadpool finally hits the jackpot again as Gail Simone and
Udon Studios bring him back to the big time with amusing plots with the edge of serious drama reminscent
of Joe Kelly's character defining run. The Merc With A Mouth goes out with a bang, literally, and the
revered yet uncollected until now Agent X series rounds out the collection with the first six issues. Alex
Hayden is a fun protagonist who manages to fill the Deadpool sized hole in the title, and I do hope they
collect the final few issues of the series to make this a truly complete collection.

James says

Gail Simone nails Deadpool in these issues. The humor is great and witty and unique to Deadpool, a nice
contrast to some of his modern stuff. The story is over the top but still allows for solid drama and
characterization for both Wade and those around him. Deadpool doesn't seem to keep writers for too long,
but without looking into it right noe, I hope Gail stays for a while, this is the best since,the T-Ray crescendo.

Stephanie Hiddleston says

Seit Gail Simone Deadpool übernommen hat gefällt mir der ganze Humor und alles deutlich besser.

Charity Limerance says

This was my introduction to Deadpool. IMCPL is a bit short on their deadpool collection and I was not
aware that I would be starting so out of order. Spoilers! Will try to start from the beginning, if I can figure
out where that is.

Nevena says

There is also a Volume 10 for this which for some reason isn't listed on Goodreads, but I've read it as well. I
liked the Agent X storyline, and it ended up very good. The only thing I disliked was that Fight-man story
which was dumb.


