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Five years ago, little Gwenny’s father found, inside a bottle, a map with instructions on how to reach the
mysterious Isle of 100,000 Graves and its legendary treasures — and then he vanished. Now Gwenny,
having stumbled across another bottle-shipped map, enlists the dubious help of a shipful of pirates, sets out
to find the island, and her long-lost dad.

Little does she realize that the Isle comes by its ominous name honestly, as the location of a secret school for
executioners and torturers, where apple-cheeked youngsters are taught the finer points of extracting
information from prisoners… and then putting an end to their lives in a wide variety of gruesome ways. And
they’ve reached the point in their studies where theory should ideally give way to practice, so an influx of
uninvited visitors comes as a blessing to the faculty.

And yes, this story is a comedy. Albeit a dark one.

For the first time in his career, Jason has enlisted a writer: Fabien Vehlmann. (Vehlmann has written a
number of graphic novels for the French and American markets, including an installment of the legendary
Spirou series and the three-volume Green Manor continuity, of which two volumes have been released in
English.) Vehlmann has managed to interiorize Jason’s deadpan style and wit perfectly, creating a uniquely
smooth and successful collaboration.
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Zaz says

This one was fun. The story didn't look interesting at first, but soon there were pirates and other creepy bad
characters. I liked that the main characters were smart kids and how the setting was really unusual. The art
worked well as in other books by this author with the animal-humans and it was a nice way to tell the story
in pictures.

Komuniststar says

Gusari, zakopano blago, obiteljska odanost, škola za krvnike i još puno više u ovoj smješnoj i zabavnoj
avanturi jednostavnog i efektnog crteža.

Sam Quixote says

Set in Pirate Times, Gwenny’s pop went a-sailing to find the legendary treasure of the Isle of 100,000 graves
but never returned. Then Gwenny finds a map to the island in a bottle and joins a swashbuckling crew of
pirates to find out what happened to him. But what she discovers is something completely unexpected…

Jason is one of my favourite cartoonists and coupled with a great writer like Fabien Vehlmann you get a
magnificent book like Isle of 100,000 Graves. Jason’s best known for his silent or sparsely-written comics so
Vehlmann’s inclusion is why the book has more dialogue than usual. But Jason shows he is an able adaptor
of other people’s scripts with this comic.

Vehlmann’s clever and humorous writing suits Jason’s deadpan storytelling style so well that this is one of
the most perfect collaborations I’ve ever read. Gwenny’s a plucky heroine in the style of True Grit’s Mattie
Ross and uses her intelligence to outwit her abusive mother, con a pirate crew to take her where she wants,
and blackmail a pirate into being her bodyguard. She’s a brilliant protagonist.

I won’t go into what’s on the Isle of 100,000 Graves or what happened to Gwenny’s father, partly not to
spoil any readers who haven’t had the pleasure to find out for themselves yet, but also because this review
would just be full of gushing praise about this scene or that scene and that character, etc. It’d be praise
overload without really adding anything you’d get from the experience of reading the story for yourself.

Suffice it to say that this is a highly enjoyable quality comic that anyone looking for an amusing and
inventive story will really like. I’ve read this three times now and it always impresses me.

I recommend checking out Jason’s other books too - I honestly think he might be the best living cartoonist in
the world - but Fabien Vehlmann’s books are terrific too. His Green Manor series is a must-read for Agatha
Christie fans and his 7 Psychopaths book does the Suicide Squad concept better than any Suicide Squad
comic I’ve come across (Sean Phillips also draws it!). But if you read just one of his, Isle of 100,000 Graves
is the best!
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Miguel Jiménez says

Si se creía que no había alguien con un estilo similar a Jason, se estaba en un error. Jason es único, no hay
duda, pero Vellman complementa y queda muy bien en la —ya de por sí— especial narrativa gráfica de
Jason. El guionista mantiene esa ternura hacia los personajes, así como el humor absurdo e irreverente.
Aunque Vellman lo hace con más desenfado(el humor es mucho más marcado). Creo que por eso hay un
"exceso" en los chistes, en repetir la fórmula de lo gracioso o incluso el chiste mismo. Algo en lo que creo,
Jason es más sensato.

Fuera del detalle mencionado, la obra es muy disfrutable, en la que hay humor del bueno(absurdo-tonto -
paródico), con constante alegría y singularidad —como historia, como obra, como objeto—.

Tif says

A simple story about a clever girl who hires a pirate crew with the lure of map promising a massive,
legendary treasure, in the hopes of finding her father whom went missing years before on an island occupied
by career executioners-in-training. It was a strange story to read in that it got right to the point and made me
wonder what kind of short tale I had gotten myself into, but it developed into quite a fun, cheeky read. And
when I came to this line of dialog in the story,

"A time-saver, to be sure, but... I don't know... When you start killing in batches, I wonder what remains of
the nobility of our calling..."

I knew I was reading something special.

Allie says

Boy howdy, I love Jason. This story centers on a plucky little lady, Gwenny, looking for her father. He
disappeared while looking for treasure on the titular Isle of 100,000 Graves. She finds a map in a bottle, finds
a crew to take her there, and uses her crafty intelligence to get to the island. Gwinny reminds me of like
Veronica Mars, if Veronica Mars was a terse, Scandinavian cat. Additionally, the school she finds on the
island is super funny to me, but I don't want to spoil it.

Jason says

I don't even think I can be critical anymore. I'm just a fanboy--everything Jason puts his hand to is great!!
Having a different writer on board was a nice change of pace, though Vehlmann's style meshes really well
with Jason's. Great stuff!! I particularly liked the ending--a little less abrupt perhaps than the usual for Jason.

Joe says
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Amazing and awesome. Much of everything great about Jason's solo work is here with the sadistic charm of
Vehlmann. It felt like the two perfectly melded on this joint. Loved it. One minor drawback...I felt like it
didn't have that moment of honest humanity that Jason's solo work tends to find. It just wasn't there. But,
other than that, it's a fantastically fun read.

Meem says

Jason delivers pitch-perfect noir every time. Every work of his is a monument to minimalism. You are a
treasure map inside a bottle, you beautiful Norwegian, and I'd be a willing prisoner in your island.

Brian Dickerson says

BCDER: 88

Jason knocks it out of the park yet again, but this time with the help of the richly talented Fabian Vehlmann.
I liked seeing a Jason product with more dialogue than usual. The story is typical of what we’ve come to
expect from Jason with a bit of crime noir and a twist near the end. The flat coloring by Hubert is also great
per usual.

Jason does more with 50 pages or less than anyone else I read.

David Schaafsma says

My second to last reread of what seems currently available to me in Jason books, this one unique in that the
writer is Fabien Vehlmann. He adapted (or twisted) others's stories, but this one is a rare collaboration
between Jason and another comics artist. This is a pirate story, focused on Gwenny, who finds a treasure map
in a bottle and wants to outsmart some pirates to get them to help her get to an island where she can look for
her long-missing father, who took off to look for treasure on The Isle of 100,000 Graves. Adventure and
humor follows. Jason and Vehlmann both love and parody pirate tales.

I have to credit Kim Thompson, for what is maybe the first time in one of these reviews, for translating these
tales so wonderfully. And to Hubert, for the great coloring in so many of Jason's books. And Fantagraphics,
for making Jason a name in "the states".

Is this the best of his works? I don't think so, probably, but I love all of it, so sometimes I just have to 5 star
almost all of them, the hell with the fine distinctions. He's a master. So much fun.

Chad says
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A quirky little book filled with deadpan, gallows humor. Gwenny finds a treasure map in a bottle and talks
some pirates into taking her on a hunt for the treasure while looking for her Dad who found a similar map 5
years ago. What they find on the island is much different. Often humorous with a dry wit aged like a fine
wine.

Hannah says

Absolutely hilarious! Loving these graphic novels!

Fuchsia Groan says

Hacía tiempo que tenía ganas de leer este cómic, un poco por ver cómo sería el dibujo de Jason con el guión
de Vehlmann (a quien no conozco), y es curioso, porque he notado pocas diferencias y casi podría haberla
escrito y dibujado Jason en solitario. Quizás Vehlmann tenga un estilo similar, no lo sé.

Aunque en un primer momento recuerda sin duda a La isla del tesoro, pronto toma otro rumbo, mezclando
numerosos géneros, como es habitual en Jason.

El humor en este es mucho más acentuado que en sus otras obras, más directo, menos sutil, con muchos
chistes y humor absurdo. Muy divertida. Llena de giros y de humor negro, con una buena dosis de ironía y
surrealismo, creo que es menos profundo, dejando un poco de lado ese vacío existencial y melancolía de los
personajes.

Me quedo con sus obras en solitario, aunque esta la he disfrutado mucho también.

Jeremy Stephens says

Three letters summarize my reaction to everything about this graphic novel-wtf. I have been reviewing books
here on the goodreads site for three years now and thus far this was by far the hardest book to give a rating
for.
What I liked about this book was that the style of writing and artwork was that difficult to describe weirdness
that independent comics seem to have. I also liked the satirical nature of the plot- it was a piratical island
adventure story filled with melodramatic characters, unrealistic conflict and a superbly anti-climatic ending
which is completely the opposite of what one normally expects when reading such a story.
What I didn't like was the childish manner in which it was written and some of the problems related to
formatting. In several places some of the text was cut out of the panels which made it difficult to figure out
what was going on. To be fair though, the amateurish way the writing seems can be excused if one imagines
they are fourteen years old while they read it. Seriously, I would have thought this was the greatest thing ever
written if I had read this when I was in the 8th grade. This makes me think that perhaps that was the intended
audience all along (even though it wasn't in the young adult section of my local library) or perhaps one has to
read this expecting sheer stupidity to appreciate it's greatness.
I spent a long time trying to decide how many stars to rate this. After reading it I almost went insane from
trying to decide if I loved it or hated it. In the end, I decided that since the Isle of 100,000 Graves is so stupid
that it's cool, i'd give it a middle of the road score of three stars.
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