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Welcome to Khestat, glittering jewel of the Central Worlds. Khestat, where decadence is an art form, and
intrigue isaway of life -- and where, more than twenty years after the second Magewar, power struggles
within the ruling family threaten both the Mageworlds and the Republic.The Khesatan crisis has broken the
spaceways apart, reviving old alliances and buried rivalries. Waring factions, criminal guilds, and
supranormal forces all have their eyes turned toward Jens M etadi-Jessan D'Rosselin, only to the scapegrace
brother of the current -- and childless -- Highest of Khesat, and whomever controls Khesat controls the
galaxy.

Jens doesn't know that he's the first item on along rollcall of agendas. He's off to see the galaxy in company
with his cousin Faral. They're looking for excitement and adventure. Before the dust settles, they'll fet more
of both than they bargained for.

And the civilized galaxy may never be the same again.
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L eclad says

I'm always amazed how much | enjoy this book, as the primary protagonist is an insufferable idiot.
Fortunately there are lots of other, likeable main characters.

Michael says

Thisisthe 5th book in the Mageworlds series. Twenty years have passed since the end of the 2nd Mage War.
The heroes of the previous 4 books have settled down to alife of peace, mostly. Mostly that is except for
their children. Cousins Jens Metadi-Jessan D'Rosselin and Faral Hyfid-Metadi have come of age and asa
tradition of there planet they must |eave and seek fame before they can return. Their parents are reluctant to
see them go and have managed to delay them several times. They sneak away on afree trader and trouble
follows them and is waiting for them too. This book is different than the previous 4 in that there are no space
battles. All the action is on various planets but thereis still plenty of action. | recommend this book and
seriesto all fans of Space Opera.

Susan Kinast Porter says

Very

?very good o have read five books in this series and enjoyed them all. | would really giveit a4.5. | onlygive
fiveif | laugh and cry in the same book.
But | don't like to cry in books for very ?ong.

Kirk Lowery says

Definitely a step down from the first four of this series. It felt "slapped together”. The authors are good
storytellers, but | walked away dissatisfied.

Kari Chapman says

This book wasn't as strong as earlier books in the series. At the end of the book | was still having trouble
keeping some of the characters straight. Also, some of the revelations at the end didn't make sense to me.
Instead of being excited, | was confused and had a bit of "well, ok, if you say so, but maybe some hints
should have been given sooner?’

Most books | fedl could benefit from having 50-100 pages shaved out - this book would have benefited from
50-100 additional pagesto actually flesh out some plot elements that were glossed over until the reveal.

However, | also had problems staying interested in the book. It was missing something from the earlier
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books. For such arelatively short book it took me far longer to read than it should have, mostly because |
wasn't interested in picking it up every chance | had.

John says

Had a so-so reaction to this one. Since it takes no less than 76% of the book just to get the partiesin the
various storylines to Khesat so that the main plot can get going, this episode reads like several short stories
and novel ettes melded together. Also, the way said multiple storylines cut quickly back and forth and back
with no space or signal between paragraphs (in the Kindle version, at least) continues to be a series feature
that | find annoying. And, you've gotta be a confirmed fan of the series to keep track of the back story, so |
wouldn't judge this a standalone. Still, there's enough derring do and violent action to keep the ball rolling.
Solid "B"

Talkswithwind says

Not as well written as the previous booksin this series. It definitely feels rougher. This book takes place after
the Becca books.

Sam says

3.5* Solid addition to the series.

Nanci says

Didn't enjoy it as much as the previous Mageworlds books, but | still love the universe, and Jens was great.
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