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The far-flung fingers of Earth's civilisation touched many corners of the galaxy, and among them was the
beautiful planet Y an. Here the colonists lived a peaceful, amost idyllic life, amid ancient and secret relics,
co-existing with their strange and compatible neighbours. The arrival of Gregory Chart, the greatest
dramatist ever, whose productions were played out in the skies, and whose actors were also the audience,
could only disrupt and destroy once the Y anfolk were aroused from their dreaming indifference. . . (First
published 1972)
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GeorgeK. says

H 1p?tn HoU WWPIU?0 UE AUTV KAOGIK? BPETAV? CLYYPAQ?0 ETIOTNUOVIK?C QOVTAT?20C KAl [UE
2PN OE OXEON ATIAUTA EVXAPIOTNUAO, KOl 0¢EAVAL OUT? TO PIBA?0 AT? T AlY?TEPO WWOT? KAl
KOA? TOU ?XEl YPAPEL.

20V OKNVIK? 2XOLME TOV TAOV?tN MNav TV w oTov 01070 ouv M 2Avol Kal Faviavo? (18ayeve?g
K?TOLKOl TOU TAOV?tN). OI vBpwrol dev €A TIDAAO?, KV0 TPLOK?0101 KAl K?Tl TIou {OLV C€ [id
MIKP? TPOLK 2, O?MAO aTNV TTPAN MpeA Tev Maviav?y. O Faviavo? eval ac 720VX0¢, LEIA?X10G
KOl TEPZEPYOG AA?C, LUE I TOA? LUGTNPI?0N KAl TEP?EPYN TIPO?0TOP?A TIOU €VAI XAV oTn A70n
(umope? kat ?2x1). H ouv?ropén M avev Kal Faviavay KaA?, e Toug MNaviavo?g va eval ol
HOVOdIKO? €€YAVOL TIOU 70UV IO K20 OUOoL 2TNTA HE TOLC avOp?rouc (o1 dla@op?C aTIC
AEITOLPY?EC TOL OUATOC TIDAA?G, GAA? KAL TTPAl 2X0UV OUOL 2TNTEG) KAl TIOL UTIOPO va ?pBouv o€
0€&OVOAIK? ETIOP? PE TOUC AVOP?IOUG. =a@IK? oTOV TAOV?IN MOV KOTa@VEN 0 pyag
Apapatoupy?q F'kp?2ykopt ToOPT TIOU KOVE TPACT?0€1G O€ TOAAO?G TMNOV?TEG KOl KO0 yia
avep?roug, OAA? T?2p0, VIa TIP?TN @op?, B0 KAVE TP?0TOCN LVO0 YIA EEWYAVO AA?, LE
OTP?PAETIEC KAl ETAKVAVVEC KATOOT?0EIC. ZKNV? TV TIPOCT?0£WY TOL TOAPT 2TV OAPKANPOC O
oUPAV?C KAl 0 TAOV?TNE KOl NB0TI107? TO 7010 TOU TO KOIV?.

Agv TP?TEL UWE VO TIW TEPIOC?TEPA VIAT? TPAYUATIK? EKE? YKEITAL TO 7A0 HUCT?PLO TN I0TOP?0C
KOl TOL B0 KATAAZEEL ALT? N TIP?0TACN TOL TOOPT (TTAVTWC APOP? TIOA? TO LUOTNPI?OEC APXA 70
TOAITIOW? TOU TAOV?TN...).

ZTO TEXVIK? NT2U0TA, N YPO@? T2PA Ld TI7200 TIOA? KOA? KAT? T YW?2Un Ko, 2X1 7p1oTn 2uwg, Ol
XOPOKT?PEC TIOAAO? KOl XWP?C 1810 ?2TEPN EKB?BLVAON, OAA? QEV UE ATIMOX ?ANCE KAl T?00 TIOA? QUT?,
N ?AN YEVIK? QTU?0@a1pA TIOA? WpA?0 KAl JE PKOVE VA EEXOOT? ATT? TNV KABNUEPIV?INTA, Ol
TEPIYPAQ?C TNE {w?¢ aTOV TAAV 2N MNav dAA? KAl TOL 70100 TOL TAGV 2T TIOA? WP 76¢ KAl
TOPACTATIK?G, KAl Ol TEPIYPAP?C TGV OX?0EWV TIOL £2XAV Ol VOPWIOI HETAE? TOLC OAA? KAl HE
Toug MNaviavo?¢ TA? evdla@?poVoEC, av Kal Xwp?¢ TA? B700C¢.

AT Ta d1200pa OX?AL0 ATT? O KAl ATI? KEL TOL BA?Tw yia TO BIBA?0 AUT?, KATAAGBA VW 2Tl TOAAO?
€01 A0 OTIOYONTEVUAVOI ETEID? TO PA0 KVCETI TOU BIBA?0U €0l T?00 PEY?A0 TOL Ba uTopo?0e
va ?XEl BEAUATIK? ATOTEA?OUOTA, AAA? OEV £?XE KAl T200 TIOAA?. ELa TI?AL OV 7pECE N 1OTOP2
KOl € TO OTIOTEA?0UOTA TIOU E?XE, 0Y0UPA EV ENVAL APIOTOVPYNHATIK? ? I PETIK? BIPAP0, OAA?
O?YoLPA ENAL TIOA? EVOIOP?POV.

Artur Coelho says

E Brunner, mas ainda n&o o escritor experimentalista que corre riscos de Stand on Zanzibar. Neste livro
segue uma estrutura mais cléssica de ficgéo cientifica, focado numa histéria de contacto entre a humanidade
e umainteligéncia alienigena.
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A pequena colénia humana do planeta Y an convive amigavel mente com 0s curiosos costumes dos nativos do
planeta, herdeiros estagnados de uma civilizagdo avancada que legou misteriosas estruturas. Ha um erro de
identificaco na natureza da civilizacdo alienigena. O que parecem ser individuos sdo células de uma
consciéncia planetéria dormente, que desperta com o contacto com a humanidade. Ao despertar, prossegue
com o plano de vigjar pelo espaco da Unica forma que concebe, usando o planeta como veiculo. Esta
impossibilidade fisica aniquilara o planeta e exterminara a inteligéncia col ectiva conhecida como
Dramaturgade Y an.

Apesar de assente num intrigante e convincente mundo ficcional, e numa narrativa bem estruturada que
revela os mistérios ao ritmo certo, é um livro demasiado normal, dentro dos parametros da FC.

Mark says

The end isweirdly prescient of one of the conceptsin Cameron's Avatar--that of aworld-sized collective
entity composed of discrete smaller organisms. Proof that thisis not exactly a new concept. Brunner, of
course, does it better and without any of the violence.

The other interesting thing is that one of the main charactersis a (sympathetically portrayed) poet, and said
world-consciousness winds up being an artist, abeit an insane one. Brunner doesn't try his hand at any actual
poetry, though, which is a shame.

EvBup?a AsoTiot?kn says

AT?0TEVTEC 187G KO QI PETIKO? XOPOKT?PEC CUVOSE?0LV IO ?rid, OTA ?pla TOU TP?0L
TIPOCAVION TOU TI Ba TEl €§7A1EN KAl TI Ba TEl T?XVN. V0 ATT? TA KEAUEVA € TIOL dev TIPOA?d0LV TNV
NALK?0 TOUG TIOP? LAV0 OTI? U KPOAETITOL?PEIEC, CUUTIZKVWOE OE EA?XIOTEC OEAPDEC, KP?TNTEC,
0201, KOAAZUATO KOl AAVBAOUVEC AVTIAAPEIC EVC OAKANPOU £200VC KOl T 7BE0E O€
OVTITOP?0E0N LLE TA AVT?0TOLXA EV?C PAAOL £200U¢, VO £200C TIOL BEWPE? TOV EAUT? TOL TIO
e&eAlyuvo.

H KA2UOKO HEY?O0UC TWV YEYOV2TLV €A KUPIOAEKTIK? TAAVNTIK?. 2TWC KA 1] OVOWWOTIK?
guxap?otnaon.

bluetyson says

isbn,original

Nick says

Until a somewhat rushed and annoying ending, | had planned to give it 4 stars. The basic concept, of man
encountering intelligent aliens who were at one time more advanced than mankind, but now apparently are
not, has been done many times. The reason for their stagnation, asit finally developed, was fascinating. The
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interaction with "art at all costs" entertainer was a clever plot twist, at least at first, asit echoed the
circumstances which had supposedly brought the folks of Y an to a halt, 10,000 years in the past.

Ten milleniain the past, the folks of Y an had an amazingly advanced technology. Then something or
someone destroyed their planet's moon, turning it into a close-in ring which still drops small bits of rock, an
ongoing meteor storm that divides the planet into two safe zones. A small human enclave has colonized the
world, and views the natives as being backwards and primitive, but in possession of odd artifacts and an
eleven-volume poem from the old culture. The folks of Y an are so humanoid that the Y an folks view humans
as something worth imitating, and yet...

| think that Brunner wrote this book as a"time out" from his longer works done around the same time.

Edward Butler says

An elusive novel, The Dramaturges of Yan boasts big ideas, sensitive characterizations, and avivid locale,
but after setting the stage in painstaking fashion racesto an overly discursive and disappointing ending. One
would have to think a novelist of Brunner's obvious talents could have done more with this material. I'm
giving it agenerous four stars, though, because | enjoyed it so much up to a point, and the novel istoo
slender to wear out its welcome.

To some degree, | guessthat | just disagree with the choices Brunner made for where this book should go,
choices which must count on some level as an author's prerogative, of course. Thereis no doubt but that this
story could have gone in many different directions. But even if one accepts the validity of Brunner's choice
of what story he wished to tell, the execution is rushed and makes little use of the interesting cast of
characters Brunner assembl ed.

An intriguing book, though, that brought to mind another 1'd read recently, Embassytown by China Miéville.
One could measure the changes in the philosophy of mind since Brunner's day by noting the extent to which
the role played in Dramaturges of Yan by consciousness and its physiological ground, is played in Miéville's
novel by language as constitutive of consciousness and even, in a certain respect, determining biology.

tENTATIVELY, cONVENIENCE says

review of
John Brunner's The Dramaturges of Yan
by tENTATIVELY, acONVENIENCE - August 31, 2014

Asw/ so many Brunner bks, most of what | potentially have to say about this 1 wd contain too many spoilers
so I'll approach it somewhat abstractly instead. |I've been on a Brunner review spree ever since my review of
The World Swappers

of February 18, 2013 ( http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23... ). Thisis approximately the 39th bk I've
read & reviewed by him so far & I'm still enjoying it so Brunner hasn't disappointed me (cf Keith Laumer
whose work | got sick of pretty quickly).

Right off the bat, before we even have a chance to run for home-plate, or even to nibble off of it, there's 'wild
vs genetinkering', a subject of some interest to me since | tend to be an 'endless’ object maker (&, hence,
material-manipulator) who has deep respect for wildness:
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"A few years ago he had decided to tinker with the faulty genein the original species which sometimes
caused it to revert to the wild state, its flowers mere balls of characterless green fluff, and achieved
spectacular success' - p 5

Loaded words! "faulty gene"! What makes a gene "faulty” exactly?! In this case, its no doubt healthy
reversion to its "wild state" wch, however, humans find aesthetically unappealing b/c its flowers become

But that has nothing to do w/ anything so let's move on.

"He half-turned in his chair, stretching out a hand to prod Pompy, and froze in mid-motion. Over the distant
silhouette of the Mutine Mandala the white disc of the moon was rising.

"But there was no moon on Y an, and had not been for nearly ten thousand years." - p 11
Now we've furtively groped our way to home-base & the story's beginning to pant or to be pantless.

"Briefly, he found himself wondering what it would be like to make love again with a girl having breasts and
askin al of one colour, who needed sometimes to break off from a kiss because she had to breathe in
through her mouth. But that had nothing to do with his problem. Nothing at all. It wasirrelevant.” - p 12

Yes, we're at home base - or are we in left field? Regardless, add this one to the list of SF bks that
touchdown upon sex between humans & humanoids (or non-humans) from other planets - the yr of
publication being 1972: not the earliest such story but still having a place in this history before more recent,
& probably more pretentious, contenders. But let's kick off elsewhere now:

"The notion of "carving softness" lacked the paradoxical quality of the original, because carving suggested
knives or chisels, hard sharp edges, whereas the root associations of the Y annish words implied that the tool
was softer than the material being worked—Ilike water eroding arock. Yet "eroding" had overtones of long
patient geological processes, while the Y annish verse made it clear that what happened took place instantly!"
-p 17

Tranglation thrown a curve ball, the broom of the curling iron, the grid-iron has got me by the short-hairs, a
hairy predicament this mixed metaphors translation biz, areal KO. But Brunner's always higher than par for
the course (of the River Smor):

"Now, as though a supernal finger had beckoned them equatorwards, the potential gradients of the polar
stratosphere stretched into long easy declines down which poured the brilliant discharges of the arctic night.
Huge draping curtains of luminosity shook out their folds along the course of the River Smor, bluish and
yellowish and occasionally shifting without warning into deep red. Free radical sown from above sparked
fresh reactions, so that the curtains seemed to draw apart, looping upwards and becoming vast double
inverted rainbows with the colours interchanged. On the airy stage for which the aurora now formed a sort of
proscenium arch, magnificent pyrotechnics began. Intangible jewels glittered, fiery wheels resolved, blasts of
lightning threaded whiter than the eye could bear down the black-with-silver background of the night." - p 21

Love those fireworks after the game but isit really appropriate for checkers? Maybe it's b/c "They did not
educate their children in groups; instead, they transferred them—starting the day after birth—along an
incredibly subtle network of relations, which might easily taken them to a dozen cities or villages, to let them
gradually absorb the "life-style" of their race.” (p 36) One of those relatives being Dr. Lem, whose nameis
the spitting image of a certain Dr. Stanislav Lem, Polish SF writer extraordinaire. But I'm getting out of the
ball-park here. These sportscasters are a pain-in-the-ass whil e the plaster-casters are something else entirely:
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""Oh, it's only a news-machine," he said after a pause. "What's wrong with that?"

""You'll find out," Ducci said grimly. He had his own premonitions of what was going to emerge from all
this, and they weren't pretty. "Get over there and inactivate it."

""But that'sillegal! They're allowed to go anywhere, if they don't invade privacy," Guiseppe pointed out.

"I don't mean wreck it," hisfather snapped. "Just delay it for awhile." Retrieving the binox, he studied the
thing's angular, glinting form, long legs tipped with climbing hooks and suction-pads disposed around the
self-powered motor unit and the cluster of extensible sensors. "Luckily it's one of the old marks, an Epsilon,
not arecent one like a Kappa or Lambda. It'll take awhileto orient itself. Go on—feed it arumour or
something, send it on afasetrail. It'simportant!"" - p 38

That'sright, it's"illegal"! Three strikes & you're out! But it's not really foul play. But I'm giving you a bad tip
on the horses, the cock fights, the fowl play.

""Alchemy," Chart said, "Are you familiar with the magical and alchemical manuals they wrote on Earth
some fifteen hundred years ago?'

(-]

""They were composed in a sort of association-code, using agreed conventional images—dragons,
astrological figures, various oblique references of that kind. Provided one had been trained in the jargon, one
could read them with relative ease. Outsiders, however, found only obscure and baffling nonsense.["]" - p 84

Like Crowley's "drinking the elixir from the curcubite", en? Witness "The Postman Always Rings the
Homunculous of Woody Allen & Hollis Frampton Twice" here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ovbUgq... . "["]Is there a human culture in the galaxy? If thereis, then |
built it."" (p 90) Home run!!

Monica S. says

Thought provoking on a planetary scale

Misha says

Some strong strengths and weak weaknesses. Cool idea, and once it pulls together it is strong, but avery
slow start, poor scene breaks, and a constant insistence on "Oh, what was that word they used to have...
*insert common word, to show it's the FUTURE*"

Janek Bogucki says

Thiswas an enjoyable read but it suffers from an unsatisfying ending.

The 1970s vision of what a WWW would be like is quite interesting but does little to rescue the ultimately
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underdevel oped story arc.
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