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"On My Own at 107" is Sarah "Sadie" Delaney's tribute to Bessie, her beloved younger sister and century-
long companion, who died on September 25, 1995, at age 104. Just four years earlier, Bessie and Sadie,
along with former "New York Times" reporter Amy Hill Hearth, co-wrote the bestselling "Having Our Say,"
which told the story of the sisters' remarkable lives as witnesses to a century. Here, Sadie reflects on the first
year following Bessie's death. "Kirkus Reviews" called the book "a bracing reminder that life, a rare gift,
must be savored in the living."
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Peggy says

I loved the Delany sisters' book, Having Our Say, and was delighted to find this second book by the
surviving sister, Sadie. Imagine living over 100 years! The two sisters lived together for 104 years until the
younger sister passed away. This book, written by Sadie is a tribute to her beloved sister. Sadie speaks to the
departed Bessie in what she calls "graveyard talk." She reminisces about events in their lives, times shared. It
is a year long journey for Sadie, from despair to hope.

Ellen says

How I loved "Having our Say". How sorry I was to hear about Bessie's passing but how happy to see that
Sadie had written another book. The Delaney Sisters teach us that we can do anything: achieve our goals,
overcome prejudice and adversity; that education and love of God is most important. That we can live a rich
full life by focusing on the many blessings God has given us and passing his love and respect on to others
who share our journey.

Rayni says

I read Having Our Say & immediately went looking for more books by these amazing women. I found that
Bessie had died at the age of 104, but Sadie had written another book or at least Amy Hearth & Sadie had
again collaborated. I really liked the way this book was laid out. I read parts of it aloud to my mother.

Marianne Jay says

Once in a very great while a book comes along that lifts you higher and inspires you more than you have
EVER been lifted or inspired before AND that is this book.

If I could live my life over, I would live it with the grace, and humor and courage of conviction as the
Delaney Sisters.

Virginia Messina says

This book can't hold a candle to the wonderful "Having Our Say," but it is well-worth the hour or so it takes
to read it. It is a letter/conversation from 107-year-old Sadie Delaney to her sister Bessie, who died just
months earlier. The two had lived together for 104 years.

It's a very slim little book which the publisher fattened up with illustrations of Bessie's favorite flowers and
several completely unnecessary (and annoying) chapter introductions by the Delaney sisters' co-author (the
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"as told to" part of the writing team). Despite that, this little book is tender and touching and it is impossible
to be anything less than inspired by Sadie Delaney.

BookSweetie says

This very slim volume is more like a last chapter for the memoir HAVING OUR SAY in which the reader
meets two sisters (Sarah and Bessie) each over a hundred years old who tell their stories. From the title of
this one alone, it is clear that one of the sisters outlives the other and at the age of 107 tells us about that.
What happened when the older sister Sarah (the former teacher), contrary to ALL her expectations, loses the
younger one Bessie (the former dentist)? How does she feel? Is it what she expected to feel? Sarah, even at
107, is still learning and growing and facing with courage what life throws her way. First, read the very
worthwhile HAVING OUR SAY.

Vikki says

This sister went on and was able to survive after being with her sister for 104 years. Heartbreaking for her
but she did it. This book helped me so much after losing my best friend of 24 years.

Larisha says

Wow, while reading the book I could see how God was working with Sarah and helping to heal her heart
after the passing of her Beloved sister, Bessie. I love Sadie's determination, genuiness, and child like
innocence. A must read.

Dana says

so sweet. randomly came across it and found the title compelling. sadie writes the book as though they were
letters to her sister, who she shared over 100 years of her life with. hopeful, & albeit a tad cliche i did really
enjoy the metaphors of the seasons and the watercolors of flowers from the garden. what a tribute. what
amazing people. quite touching. warmed my heart. never would have thought i would read a book like this,
but glad i read it.

Michelle Rowe says

Not quite as interesting as the first installment, but interesting none the less. When you're interested in a book
it's always gratifying to read a little more.

Jane says
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Amazing. Sarah Delany talks about living on her own at age 107 after living with her sister for over 100
years. She talks about her grief, some funny times, and moving on with her life, which took quite a while.
Sarah (called Sadie) also co-wrote (with her sister Bessie) Having our Say, which was a wonderful but a
disturbing book about growing up as former slaves and all of the bigotry that existed, but from a personal
perspective. I highly recommend both books.

Vicki says

I truly enjoyed this little, quick read book. Sarah Delaney, age 107, discovers that life goes on, after her
younger sister, Bessie dies at age 105. A good read for anyone looking for inspiration, especially after
loosing someone you love, or if you're entering, or are already in those golden years. Sarah believes its up to
each person to make the best of life, to keep trying no matter what. A lot of it is how you look at it. A lot of it
is attitude. And at 107, she still has plans!

Joyce says

The Delaney Sisters were thrown into the spotlight in the previous book Having Our Say when Sadie was
100 and her sister Bessie was 102. When the book was published 2 years later the ladies were 102 and 104
respectively. When the younger sister Bessie dies in 1995, Sadie then 106 is left on her own for the time in
her life. Imagine living with someone for 102 years of your life. These sisters were separated for only one
year when .sadie left for New York to attend college and a few days when each was hospitalized for hip
surgery,

In this book, as the sub-title suggests, Sadie reflects on her life without her sister. Like most people who have
lost someone close Sadie questions why she was left behind? Why she wasn't the first to die, she is after all
the older sister? How she will survive? Was there more she could have done for ?Bessie to keep her healthy?

Shortly after Bessie dies, New York is hit with the worst winter in history and Sadie is confined to her house
and dependent on family for survival. This provides her with even more time to reflect as she views the
world through her window afraid to go outside for fear of falling. Several months later she sees the crocus in
Bessie flower garden and realizes she has survived and can survive without Bessie. As seasons change so do
the flowers in the garden and Sadie begins to enjoy life again. At one point she challenges herself to live to
the year 2000. If she succeeds she will have lived in 3 centuries.

Edwina Callan says

This book will warm the cockles of your heart ... and I think that we ALL can use a little cockle warming
right about now. Highly recommended.

Barb Bailey says
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A very insteresting and inspiring story of two sisters who lived together .Both sisters lived to be over 100
years old. When the youngest of the two passes away the older sister writes and reflects on their lives
together, old age, faith, death , acceptance and adjustments to living alone .


