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The killing just won’t stop as a ruthless psychopath revisits his greatest obsession—but this time, a
Richmond, Virginia, homicide detective is determined to stop him in his bloody tracks . . .
 
An aspiring artist. A high-school senior. A stripper. Three missing women with only one thing
in common—wealthy Craig Thornton knew them all. For that, they paid the ultimate price.
 
When Craig’s widow, Adrianna, begins to receive cards and flowers from her late husband, she assumes it’s
someone’s cruel joke. Then grisly remains are found on the Thornton estate. Detective Gage Hudson
believes the bodies are linked to Craig. But the biggest shocks are yet to come. A psychopath has resumed
his work, each death a prelude to his most cherished target. The only way to stop him is to uncover a
family’s dark past—and a twisted love someone will kill for, again and again…
 
Praise for the novels of Mary Burton
 
“Will have readers sleeping with the lights on.”
—Publishers Weekly on Before She Dies (starred review)
 
“Terrifying . . . this chilling thriller is an engrossing story.”
—Library Journal on Merciless
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Teri says

Mary Burton writes some great thrillers. I have read three of her books so far and find them well written. I
don't want to put them down. I can't wait to learn what happens next. I can't quite rank her in the Jo Nesbo
category but she is good.

Nessa says

Brilliant book, but then anything by this author usually is. Was gripped from start to finish. Loved it.

Joanne says

Entertaining. But a bit hokey. With several continuity errors. Not liable to seek out this author again.

Ashley says

While reading this book, I was thinking about this review. I was convinced I was reading an episode of
Criminal Minds --you know, where you know who the killer is at the beginning and it's all about law
enforcement hunting them down. I. Was. Wrong. I literally had no idea who the killer was until it was
announced. That being said, I felt that once we found out who the killer was, the story went completely left. I
mean, it was rushed and kind of unbelievable. I love when novels push limits, but it still has to make sense.
That's my opinion though; maybe it does make sense, I don't know any psychopath killers to really know
what would've been done/said. I'm rambling now but overall, the book was entertaining, some boring cliches
but a good solid book nonetheless. I'd read another by the author.

Dana says

Definitely a page turner that kept me reading and kept me guessing. The ending was quick and rather
disappointing after all the tension and twists and turns in the rest of the book.

Tara Brady says

This wasn't my favourite book of this particular author. I found the relationships mildly unbelievable, the
ending was completely rushed and the descriptions lacking.

This book altogether felt slightly lacking for me. Although I hadn't figured out the plot twist until about 3/4
of the way through.
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Amberly Reilly says

Our favorite characters are back again in this follow up book to Dead Ringer and I have been sucked in from
the start. There’s no slow build up in this book. Kendall and Adrianna have had a rough life up to this point
and they finally are feeling like they can move on. They each want to succeed in their own careers and they
are starting to build a sisterhood from scratch. From personal experience; I can attest to how hard it is! The
Colonies is a historic home that has been in the Thorton family for around 150 years and at last it is being
sold to someone with no ties or relations to the Thorton family. Adrianna has had a rough couple of years. As
she is tying up all the loose ends and releasing her emotional goodbyes things start to fall apart even more
than ever. What are you supposed to do when the past that you’ve started to let go of won’t let go of you?!
Mary Burton did an outstanding job on this book. I was shocked when I finally read who the killer really
was! Great book and series to anyone interested in this genre!!

Cindhy D Meidany says

akhirnya setelah berhari-hari membaca buku ini saya bisa menyelesaikannya.
ceritanya menarik, saya dibuat ikut berfikir tentang siapa sebenarnya "Craig" ini (walaupun akhirnya saya
membuka halaman-halaman terakhir terlebih dahulu karena penasaran)

Penerjemahannya masih saya rasa agak kaku, sehingga konsentrasi membaca jadi kurang.
tapi diluar itu, buku ini sangat mengasyikkan untuk dibaca.

Angie Swanson-salce says

Very good book! Hard to put down! Suspension and guessing games right up to the end!

Donna says

Unfortunately, this is the first book I read in this series. Even though it is a stand alone, I like to read them in
order. I felt I was missing something between Adrianna and Kendall. The story is good and I didn't figure out
the murderer before it was revealed, which is always a plus. I really liked Adrianna, she was strong but had a
lot of stress on her. I loved Gage, he was caring within his role. I like this author and will go back and read
the beginning of the Richmond series.

bonnie adlong says

Great Read!

All of Mary Burtons books deliver suspense, mystery and romance. I recommend this book, as well as this
author, to everyone!
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Aaron Polish says

everything I was starting to think was right was wrong, it was totally a mystery

Voraruthaip-Belle says

A spine chilling page turner that will keep you guessing until the end. One of the best by Mary Burton yet.

Cheryl says

Women beware…There is a serial killer on the loose. So far three women have gone missing. There is the
aspiring artist, high school senior and the stripper.

The authorities have a suspect on their radar. The issue is that this person is suppose to be dead. His name is
Craig Thornton. He and his fiancé, Adrianna were to be married but a drunk driver crashed into them,
causing Adrianna to lose her baby and sending Craig into a coma that he never woke up from. Now someone
is leaving Adrianna a written message. It is signed by Craig.

Detective Gage Hudson latest case brings him to the doorstep of his former lover…Adrianna. He and
Adrianna used to be a hot item. Detective Gage doesn’t believe Craig is alive but current evidence does have
him starting to wonder. Gage will do anything to protect Adrianna, even if it means sacrificing his life.

Dying Scream is the third book I have read by this author. While I have enjoyed every book of Mary
Burton’s thus far, I didn’t quite like this one as much. The plot wasn’t bad but it was the characters that I
found lacking. I couldn’t find myself engaged in the characters. The relationship between Detective Gage
and Adrianna was a gallant effort. I liked Gage. He made a good male lead. Adrianna got on my nerves. She
seemed like she was better than everyone and when the time called for her to be strong, she wilted. Dying
Scream didn’t leave with screaming for glee. Though, I do plan to check out Mary Burton’s next novel.

Beccii Mayy says

I love Mary burtons writing style and how she takes you straight to the story, while also giving you a back
story to the characters and they wasn’t made perfect the had flaws which made them more realistic.
My only complaint is I wish we got more time at the end to explore and enjoy finding out who the killer was,
sometimes I find the ending is wrapped up to neatly and I found that again the characters got there happily
ever after.
But all that being said Mary burton is a fantastic author and I will continue to read and love her books


