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Under The Eagle: U.S. Intervention in Central America and the Caribbean Jenny Pearce
The Caribbean basin is one of the most volatile areas of the world today. Since the last century the United
States has maintained its supremacy in the region through direct and indirect military intervention, alliances
with local oligarchies and economic domination. The poverty, repression and underdevelopment which
characterize the region today are part of this legacy of American economic penetration and political
influence. But these conditions have led to increasing social and political unrest which, for the first time, are
threatening United States control over events in its own backyard. Under The Eagle 2nd Edition traces the
history and motivations of United States policy in Central America and the Caribbean, from President
Monroe to President Reagan, and assesses its impact on the impoverished people of the region. It
concentrates in particular on events since the Cuban revolution and includes a special focus on EI Salvador
and the United States' latest attempts to suppress the struggle for social justice and self-determination of
those who live Under the Eagle.
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Tim says

A fairly dry academic treatise on U.S. intervention in Central America and the Caribbean. Published in 1982,
it's necessarily an incomplete history that misses out on Iran-Contra, the Panama invasion and other notable
variations on the theme. Still, it is a valuable piece of historical research, stuffed with information. The
explanation and analysis of U.S. economic dominance in the region is especially valuable, since that often
takes a backseat to the political and military interventions that normally grab headlines, but is in many ways
more important to understand.


