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Freesia's life is perfect. She lives on the beautiful tropical island of Agalinas, surrounded by idyllic weather,
fancy dress shops, and peacocks who sing her favorite song to wake her up in the morning. She has so many
outfits she could wear a different one every day for a year and not run out.

Lately things on the island may have been a bit flippy: sudden blackouts, students disappearing, even
Freesia's reflection looking slightly . . . off. But in Freesia's experience, it's better not to think about things
like that too much.

Unfortunately for her, these signs are more than random blips in the universe. In Bubble World by Carol
Snow, Freesia's perfect bubble is about to pop.
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Samantha says

Freesia Summers is living the perfect teenage life on the perfectly maintained island of Agalinas. She doesn't
have to do anything borrifying (like learn fractions or read books), has more clothes than most stores, and
has the perfect bestie. And when blackouts start happening in broad daylight and people start to disappear,
Freesia finds that it's much easier not to think about it. Because she's used to it. Not thinking, that is.

Both the book blurb and the cover point to a dystopian novel similar to something like Scott Westerfeld's
Uglies or even Brave New World where humans have achieved some cycle of beautiful bliss, but by some
stroke of genius, AKA Carol Snow, it's not. This 'dystopia' has a very modern twist to it making it more
relatable and original. It makes a once vapid narrator funny. I mean, by the end, we can actually feel empathy
for this girl who is re-learning her fractions. The world is realistic and the family dynamics are very well-
done. And really, the entire plot is so close to home that people are successfully working on that technology
today.

Overall, I found this book unique and engaging. It brings up many points to think about: from being a parent
to "What is real?" while slipping in clever humor. Despite an abrupt ending, I would certainly recommend
this novel to anyone. (Okay, maybe not a guy because Freesia does get pretty into the fashion descriptions
and shallowness in the beginning half.)

Cover Review:

For an unknown reason, I found the cover simply hilarious when I first picked up the book. The plastic dolls
in their little paradise within a bubble really set the tone for the book. Just a little bit of creepy lurking behind
a whole lot of fake perfection. And the two-dimensional clouds were a nice touch.

Ms. Yingling says

Freesia's life on the island of Agalinas is perfect-- her classes are more concerned with sips and nibbles than
school work, she can shop as much as she wants, and her mother brings her coffee in bed every morning. She
can check on her friendlies with her bubble, and even find out what her enemies are up to. She has good
friends, and every day is a party. When frequent black outs turn ugly, she finds herself in a beige house in
Arizona, where a woman who looks like her mother (but less shiny), refers to her as "Francine". Francine
isn't as pretty or well dressed as Freesia, and she soon figures out that Agalinas is part of a virtual world that
she is able to live in with the aid of drugs that help her forget reality. Bubble World is the brain child of a
man who is trying to get parents to turn their children over to his virtual school, which supposedly has fun
but in-depth lessons on everything from Latin to Physics. When Francine recuperates from the medications
she's been taking and goes back to the virtual world, she tells others about the "real" world and gets herself
kicked out. Her mother, a technology vlogger, is not happy about this. Freesia/Francine has to learn to
survive in the "real" world, even though Agalinas is much more appealing. When her mother is determined
to send her and her younger sister back, Francine has to decide between friends and ways of life and do what
is best for both of them.

Strengths: Certainly the most innovative and thought provoking fantasy book I've read in a long time. Could
virtual reality be used in this way by parents who can't deal with their children? Could people who want to
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make money off it gives kids what they want even if it's not good for them? Very good world building,
intriguing switches between the two worlds, and some heartbreaking moments with some of the friends,
especially Ricky.

Weaknesses: I'm not sure about the audience for this. There's not anything that makes it inappropriate for
middle school, but I'm not sure to whom I would hand it. The cover and fashion details are going to put off
the readers of dystopia who would find the second half of the book fascinating. Will deliberate.

Josh Newhouse says

Feels like there was a deeper message but not sure it was clearly presented... The characters were flat and
frankly largely odious... The dialogue was clueless in dystopia or utopia... Yet I turned the pages anyway... I
tried to avoid spoilers... An intriguing title, tag line and cover got my attention.... There were echoes of
Truman Show... Things that were foreshadowed and fizzled... Stairs anyone? Very hard book to rate... I think
it would be a popular book in middle school especially among female readers and one that could inspire
discussion on a host of topics ranging from school and testing to sedentary lifestyle to over reliance on
technology... Unique... Was it good, that I don't know!

Anika Padha says

Overall, I really liked this book. The only thing I is-is that this book isnt for everyone..I know a lot of people
that would probably hate this book. I think the concept of this book and the way the author wrote and
imagined this book was really cool and creative.

Laura Guilbault says

I was debating between 3 and 4 stars on this one, because although I found it pretty good (it was intriguing
and I didn't expect the main twist) the ending left me very disappointing. I felt cheated when I finished
because that last little twist, which was all that swayed Freesia's decision in the end, had been visited earlier
on in the book, but it was dismissed. So for the author to come in and say "Oh, never mind, ignore what I
said before!" really ticked me off.
But overall I thought it was a good read and would be great for discussions.
I think it's fine for any age (absolutely no content besides a few kisses), I think that its main targets are pre-
teens and teens.

KWinks says

I almost didn't read this book because of some of the reviews on here, and that will teach me for putting
stock in reviews. I must have read five that said this was for middle schoolers. No way.
This book uses surface shallowness to get to the heart of some very deep issues: body confidence, self
confidence, the value of other people's opinions, how your parents treat you, what is "real", and much more.
The only thing that I wished Snow had touched on more here was the value of education. Of course, I'm an
adult with an education so that matters to me, but poor Freesia really has the equivalent of an eighth grade
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education here.
Most interesting is the whole product of the environment study going on here. For example, students of
Avalon have invented their own language, morals, and standards. Their pasts have been repressed, the only
adult figures present are fake, and the kids have complete control of their world (minus the agreement to
"earn" money for attending classes to curtail shopping).

I think this book rocked. I knew going in what was going to happen halfway through because of the reviews
and because of the foreshadowing, but I read along looking forward to it. Snow could have bored people to
death with Avalon, but instead invents fantastic things to make it more interesting. Yes, Fressia and Jelissa
talk like Valley Girls, but how cool is the zipline to school?
The real world, in contrast, is stark and almost painful. I also appreciated the correlations between the virtual
state of Bubble World vs the contraption we use in the real world to make it more virtual (cellphones, video
chat, automated voices, etc. This was a smart read, with a great many jumping off points into great
discussions for a book club.

Carol Tanzman says

What struck me about the book is that it's a totally new take on dystopian fiction where the dystopia in
question is our modern world. Very orginal. Also, it brings up ways in which technology affects our
relationships and keeps us apart from one another. A great read/

Linda says

This was an impulse pickup because I thought the cover was cute and intriguing, you really can't judge a
book by its cover.

This is a story of Freesia called Free by her "friendlies" of which she has many in her idyllic life where
school centers around snacks and chats, the post school day is filled with rounds of parties all filled with
attractive clothes and people.

Except that's not really what the story is about as you find out about a third of the way through.This starts
slow and by the time you get to the "ta-da" moment you're not really liking any of the characters.

I can't figure out if we're supposed to want to be part of the vapid crowd of Free and friendlies or repulsed by
them. I will admit to despising the parents for being so careless with their kids. I wonder what the book's
message is for the teen audience it's meant to attract.

Alanna (The Flashlight Reader) says

Stinkerific. The end.

Ok, I'll explain. This book managed to hit some of my bookish pet peeves, which ruined it for me. First off, I
really get annoyed when books create words. I understand that sometimes this is needed to help create a
setting (like in Scott Westerfield's series). Unfortunately, in Bubble World, instead of adding to the setting it
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just got annoying... and confused the mess out of me for a good portion of the book. For instance, what the H
is "un-utter" supposed to be? Gah! And "scrummy"? You do not describe something that is supposed to be
amazing as "scrummy". It looks too much like scummy; therefore, it's a terrible choice in made up words. If
you're making crap up, at least make it make sense.

Pet peeve #2 that was breached: superficial characters. Not a single character in this book made an impact on
me, except for maybe the 10 lines the English teacher had towards the end. Freesia/Francine is an idiot.
Spending time in Bubble World just makes her more of one when she returns. I'm struggling to find
something redeeming. Her family should be taken outside and tied to a tree and left to the elements. What a
bunch of a-holes. I hated them all. Her dad might have been okay, but he wasn't around enough. Plus, he did
everything the crazy mom wanted, which just made him seem spineless. Psycho mom was too much. She
was horribly self-absorbed and all over the place. The phrase "sell out" comes to mind when thinking about
her, which made her credibility plummet. Not that she had much/any to behind with. Then there is the sister-
Angel. OMG. What a whiny brat. I would have slapped her. Several times.

Bad characters lead me to pet peeve #3: unanswered questions. There are so many things that were not
resolved. For instance, what is up with Angel? Why does she keep saying no one likes her? A little
explanation would be nice. Then there are the old friends/enemies of Freesia/Francine. Erin's role I
understand, but what's the deal with the other girl? Why is Angel connected to this chick? I'd like that
explained. This book also needs more back story for why the parents were okay with hooking their brilliant
child up to a tube for 3 years without ever really following up. Even for a dystopian type book, that is not
believable.

I could keep ranting, but I'm not finding this book very "de-vicious" (yeah, another stupid slang word). It's
irking me to think about it. I do not recommend reading this book. In fact, you should probably go scrub your
toilets or give the cat a bath instead of reading it. At the very least, get it from the library when you have
nothing else to read. Do not waste your money on it.

** I'm sorry this sounds so harsh, but I was seriously let down with this one.

Shannon says

This is one of those books that you think about even when you're not reading it. Figuring out how you would
feel about it, how you'd react, what you'd do. It's kind of like an itch you can't quite scratch...not quite sure
what to do about it. I even wish there was a sequel mainly to see if things go how I've thought through in my
head. Very interesting read, but strange in an excellent way.

Rebecca McNutt says

This curious dystopian novel is a lot better than its many reviews led me to believe. I loved the author's
quirky version of an idyllic world and a young girl who obliviously enjoys it until she begins to notice things
that just aren't right about it. This book is great for the most part. :)
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Angie says

Bubble World is utterly bizarre and I loved nearly every word of it! Imagine a world where it's always sunny,
warm, and you can do just about anything you want. Where the names are ridiculous and the slang even
ridiculouser. And where teachers praise you for admitting you went to a party rather than doing your
homework. That is Bubble World aka the island of Agalinas. This is where sixteen year old Freesia lives
with her peacocks for alarm clocks and where she studies things like "Foundations of Foundation" and
"Lipgloss Technology." All is perfect until blackouts become frequent and her world appears to be glitching.
Soon enough we learn that Agalinas isn't entirely real, but it takes a little long for Freesia to find this out.

I loved Bubble World (the book and the place) from the beginning. It put a huge smile on my face from page
one, and I was immediately engrossed in this bright and strange world. There is just so much that is not
normal about the life Freesia is living, and I had to know more about it! I don't want to give too much away,
but just a handful of chapters in, it's revealed that it's all just a simulation. It was suppose to be an educative
environment, but clearly, it's not. I still want to go there though! But that's probably not a good thing...

While Bubble World is all good fun and quite funny, it does deal with some serious issues. It appears to be
saying a lot about the current state of our world, particularly when it comes to education and technology.
More specifically that traditional education is not working for everyone. Every kid is different, and Freesia
was one of them. And the alarming amount of time young people (and adults) spend plugged in to their
computers and smartphones. It definitely made me more aware of how most of my life revolves around
interacting through a screen rather than out in the real world. That said, I'd still like go to Bubble World.

I was prepared to give Bubble World five stars, but it started to lose me toward the end. Of course, in typical
Dystopian fashion someone has to go after the evil corporation and make things better for everyone. That's
all fine and good, and I still liked that. But on top of this, there seemed to be a stronger focus on weight loss.
This I didn't like so much. There is a lot of talk about appearances, but I felt like there was some fat shaming
going on. Plus it felt thrown in as an afterthought just to make a point about the fatness of Americans. I'm fat.
I'm American. And I love my internet. I don't need my books telling me to go outside and exercise.

Despite that last complaint, Bubble World was amazing. It's entertaining and thought provoking. It was
everything I love about reading and I think it needs more love than it's getting!

Read more of my reviews at Pinkindle Reads & Reviews.

Claire (Book Blog Bird) says

This book kind of melted my brain, and not in an awesome way. More like in the way your brain gets fried if
you watch a thousand episodes of The Only Way Is Essex back-to-back. I imagine.

So the premise of the book is that our MC, Freesia, lives on a beautiful island called Agalinas, where she is
beautiful and slim, where peacocks wake her up every morning by singing her pop songs, where her
wardrobe is so big she wouldn’t have to repeat an outfit for a year and where she takes classes like Advanced
Eye Make Up at her high school.

Sadly for Freesia, Agalinas isn’t real. In reality, she is an ordinary-looking girl living in a town in Arizona,
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immersed in a 24-7 virtual reality world.

The author has an engaging way of writing that made this a quick, easy read but largely this book didn’t
work out well for me and because I hate trashing books, I’m going to explain exactly why. Because, hey,
what didn’t work for me might be perfectly good reading for someone else. Warning: spoilers ahead.

The plot of this book started off interestingly, with this shallow, superficial virtual world, and it had me
wondering where it was going to go. Unfortunately, it doesn’t really seem to go anywhere. Freesia starts off
in Bubble World, commits and infraction, gets kicked out, re-adjusts to the real world, gets re-admitted to
Bubble World and then decides to go home. And that’s pretty much it.

I just felt like this book could have been so much more than it was. Bubble World is so saccharine-sweet, so
flaky and shallow, so totally devoted to instant gratification, that I think her real-world home should have
been a lot more raw and gritty in comparison to add a better contrast. Instead, her home in Arizona was
comfortably middle-class, her high school was okay (although not as beautiful as Agalinas) and she made
friends within about thirty seconds of arriving back.

There was no real tension in Freesia’s situation. It would have been better if there was some nefarious reason
for all these children to be in Bubble World, like their life energy was being harvested, or their brain waves
were being used to design new super-weapons without their knowing. Something.

I didn’t understand why the creator of the Bubble World programme made everything so superficial. The
reason he gave was that children don’t flourish in traditional educational environments, but he wasn’t exactly
churning our future Einsteins with Bubble World. And did he not think he’d get found out when the kids
returned to the real world and couldn't add two and two without using their fingers?

I also couldn’t work out why any parent would sign their child up for Bubble World. At all. To completely
immerse your child in a virtual world - night and day - without having any access to what your child is
doing, or any idea what they’re learning (in this case, nothing whatsoever) just doesn’t sound like something
parents would do. I know parents send their children to boarding schools, which I guess would be the closest
analogy, but they’re still in the real world, with real experiences and real people.

This issue came to a head for me towards the end of the book, when Freesia is described as having ‘drool on
[her] chin, matted and flat hair and dead eyes’. What parent would be happy viewing their child through a
plexiglass bubble, looking like that every single day?

Freesia’s parents tell her that their reason for sending her to Bubble World was that she had no friends. Well,
boo hoo. That’s life, love. You get knocked back and you get up and try again - it’s called emotional
development. Any parent who’d deprive their children of that are dumb and deserve to have their kids taken
into care.

The worldbuilding was good and I got a real sense of what Bubble World looks and feels like, but the world
was so Barbie-like that I was surprised how anyone could have stood it for more than a day. Just reading
about it was like eating a whole jar of marshmallow fluff in one go. Even the slang words they use were too
twee for me: sips and nibbles for drink and food, squiggy for crazy, wiggy for angry, de-vicious for
attractive, fizz for flirt. Didn’t work for me.

And Freesia. Oh my word. I’ve read a lot of books in my life, but she is a contender for Most Shallow
Character Ever. All she cares about is having enough pretty clothes and she judges people solely based on
their appearance. She doesn’t grow as a character. Even at the end of the book, when she decides to stay in
the real world, she gives this as her reason:
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“I don’t want to live in a world without Pop-Tarts.”

Gah!

Megan says

I honestly knew little about BUBBLE WORLD before I picked it up. This knowledge was limited to the
cover – Barbies in a fish bowl – and the synopsis, which didn’t give many clues other than dystopian leading
toward apocalyptic perhaps. This book has pretty much been a mystery to me other than being labeled as
science fiction/contemporary, and to reveal too much about it gives away stuff that you don’t see on the
synopsis. Well, I’ll try to deal with this issue as best as I can by comparing it to The Matrix.

Sadly, it wasn’t that part of The Matrix that BUBBLE WORLD is reminiscent of. Damn, if someone would
write THAT book, I’d be down. But don’t worry, I am not going to spoil everything, but imagine if Neo and
Trinity were actually Ken and Barbie, vapid, and actually only like 17. Then you’d have BUBBLE WORLD.

FREESIA MEETS REALITY

Here is my main problem with BUBBLE WORLD – the first fifty pages before we get to the twist which
changes the book into an exciting page-turner are really, really not good. Unless you are really into watching
a girl walk around talking about how pretty she is, how awesome her life is, and every single outfit in her
wardrobe. But on the island of Agalinas, populated with nothing more than the hottest people in the world
(and obviously the hottest teenagers), this is normal. It’s just very boring, very annoying, and it will no doubt
make a number of people DNF this book before they get to the good parts.

But after 50 pages, don’t worry – this book, relying on the strength of its somewhat predictable twist, gets
going. It blends family drama, self-esteem issues, corporate espionage, and consumerism while being quite
scary in a sense. This is really how our world is becoming, one based more on the laurels of getting what you
want than actually having something to contribute to society, like skills and ambition. In Agalinas, ambition
is relegated to having the most clothes and the biggest house versus things like getting a great education and
into a good college.

Freesia’s growth as she begins to unravel the problems with Agalinas is exceptional, albeit compromised by
her conditions and those around her. But Freesia really did grow on me from the first 50 pages, I have to give
her that, and she was one of my favorite parts of this entire book.

ENDINGS DON’T HAPPEN IN FIVE PAGES

My biggest two problems with this book, though, are the beginning and the ending. After we spend 50 pages
in the beginning doing set up about Agalinas and rubbing it into our minds by force that Agalinas is
enthralled with shopping and houses and inexplicable things that add up to one big consumerist fairy tale,
Snow spends about one chapter dragging this story to a halt kicking and screaming. As such, the ending
definitely suffers. Books can rarely be wrapped up in a few pages, and BUBBLE WORLD deserved more
pages and more time to tie up threads. As it is, it’s like the story slams on breaks before crashing into a brick
wall, and in the end the bumper gets crushed but the occupants are okay. It’s not a great ending, but it’s far
from horrible in the long run.
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But what can I really say about BUBBLE WORLD without spoiling it? Not much, just that I would
definitely recommend this one to people who are into fast-paced moral young adult novels that have a lesson.
BUBBLE WORLD is a fable about the excesses of life and the need to focus on simpler things, all while
providing some definite entertainment.

VERDICT: While BUBBLE WORLD has a horrible beginning and a car crash ending, it’s a
consumerist-age fable that will appeal to teens looking for something reminiscent of The Matrix but
not as violent. Check it out.

Laura Phelps says

*I read an ARC won through Goodreads.*

Utterly un-utter.

Okay, so first of all, I feel like I perhaps wasn't the target audience for this book, so if you're a tween girl,
maybe skip my review. (Or if you like tween girl books. Don't be ashamed!)

This book is a dystopian, but it's not a traditional dystopian. The protagonist, a teenage girl, cares more about
shopping than anything. And that's not a stereotype I'm putting on her, she really does. Anyway, she lives on
an island called Agnalias, which is very abnormal. She wakes up to peacocks singing her favorite song, her
'Mummy' is all too sweet and focused on her, and her classes are, well, dumb. Sorry, I mean 'non traditional.'
Basically, she goes to class to eat snacks and talk to her friends. Her teachers don't care; they even encourage
this behavior. And they have Serfs. Because that's not idiotic. (Sorry, again.) The problem arises when a
blackout leaves her in a dark room that she doesn't recognize, near people that seem to know her. Which
world is real, and, more importantly, which one does Freesia want to be real?

On a positive note, this book had an interesting concept.

On a negative note, it was a very annoying book. The characters were all cardboard cutouts. Even the few
characters that I liked were boring. What's more, the slang used by the islanders was so annoying. I get that it
was warranted, as any isolated community of teenagers would create their own slang, but it was annoying
nonetheless.

I would like to say, though, that for most of the latter part of the book, I kind of liked it. I think that in about
fifth or sixth grade, I might have liked this book. It was hard to rate it, as I didn't feel that it deserved either 2
or 3 stars. I decided on 2, however, because of the characters.


