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Swittersis a contradiction for all seasons. an anarchist who works for the government; a pacifist who carries
agun; avegetarian who sops up ham gravy; a cyberwhiz who hates computers; a man who, though obsessed
with the preservation of innocence, is aching to deflower his high-school-age stepsister (only to become
equally enamored of anun ten years his senior). Y et there is nothing remotely wishy-washy about Switters.
He doesn't merely pack apistol. Heis apistol. And as we dog Switters's strangely elevated heels across four
continents, in and out of love and danger, discovering in the process the "true" Third Secret of Fatima, we
experience Tom Rabbins--that fearless storyteller, spiritual renegade, and verbal break dancer--at the top of
his game. On one level thisis afast-paced CIA adventure story with comic overtones; on another it'sa
serious novel of ideas that brings the Big Picture into unexpected focus; but perhaps more than anything else,
Fierce Invalidsis asexy celebration of language and life.
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Tim says

| am embarassed to admit that thisis thefirst thing | have read by Robbins! Of course, | heard of him long
ago, and saw the movie version of "Even Cowgirls Get the Blues' (which may have turned me off), but why
hasit taken me so long to sit down and spend some time with him? | plan to correct that error. Robbinsis
one heckofawriter! His stuff isloony, thought-provoking, hysterically funny, highly creative, lively,
impertinent, stylized - | could go on for awhile here - al at the same time. Whatever you want to call it, it is
not subtle or stupid or dull. Thisis one of the most enjoyable and entertaining novels | have ever read. (I
listened to an audiobook of this, btw, very well performed by Keith Szarabajka).

Robbins's geniusis that he borrows techniques from poetry and literary fiction and employs them in his
goofy, satirical stories. There are soaring similes and brilliant descriptions aplenty here, but they are applied
to everyday or wacky situations. Thisis not everyday humor though. Included are elements of mysticism,
social and political comedy, sex and romance, and international intrigue.

The zany, picaresgue story follows a character named Switters, a CIA agent who lusts after stepsister and
spends time with his grand dame grandma, alady known as Maestra. He is sent to rural Peru on some
mission or other, where a native shaman with a pyramid-shaped head (due to some old head shaping
techniques used on infants) places a curse on him - hisfeet can never touch the ground again or he will
immediately die. So he spends the rest of the novel, first in awheelchair, and eventually on a pair of stilts.
After getting discharged from the CIA (portrayed here as a network of rogues with no particular political
goals), he ends up trying to fulfill hisinfatuation with his teenaged stepsister. (Don't worry, none of thisis
meant to be taken seriously). From there he is on hisway to Irag and Syriato engage in some sort of
espionage, and ends up under the protection of a small convent of radical Christian nuns, who are sitting on a
secret prophecy that the Catholic Church is trying to suppress.

The framework provides an excuse for Switters to deal with abunch of kooky characters (like his CIA buddy
Babby, a macho Texas good ol' boy, and Domino, the abbess of the convent), and for him to get trashed and
throw around zingers and cockeyed comments. It isall in good fun, but Robbins can surprise by throwing in
the occasional serious observation or thoughtful aside, such as critical comments on consumer culture. His
discussion of the Hermetic tradition got me researching it online - there is nothing like a little wisdom mixed
in with some fun. To use the cliche, it was hard to put this one down - | wanted the laughs and clever writing
to go on and on. It has been awhile since | have falen this hard for awriter, but this book hit the sweet spot
for me.

Ledie Gal says

Some peopl e love this shit and find it oh so witty and creative, but to me the perfect phrase to describe this
book (and all Tom Raobbins) is "verbal masturbation.” If you value the simple beauty of good prose, you will
feel dirty after ol Robbins spews gratuitous, barely cogent metaphors willy-nilly all over your literary face
line after nauseating line. Rabbins is clearly getting off on his own cleverness; it's just too bad he didn't stop
to think about your needs.
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Danger says

Everytime | don't know what to buy people for Christmas or their birthday, | just get them a copy of this
book. I give them two months and then ask what they thought of it. If they say they loved it, we continue to
be friends. If they didn't likeit, | challenge them to a gladiator-style death match. As you could surmise by
the fact that I'm writing this right now, 1've never lost a death match. That's how much | love this book.

Adam says

Thisisthethird novel by Tom Robbinsthat | have read, and by far the most enjoyable.

Switters, a ClIA agent, is about to be sent on assignment in South America. Hearing that, his elderly
computer-hacking grandmother in Seattle asks, or rather orders, him to take her aged pet parrot back to the
Peruvian jungle so that it could spend its dotage with fellow parrots rather than in a cage. Switters meets a
shaman in the jungle. Thisfellow meets Switters and takes an interest in the parrot's unusually shaped cage.
After the meeting, Switters becomes confined to awheelchair unwilling to let his feet make even the
dlightest contact with the earth.

Confined to his wheelchair, Switters lands up in the Syrian desert, where he is sheltered by an unusual order
of nuns. It would spoil the reader's enjoyment if | reveal any more of the plot of this highly entertaining
novel.

Zany as usual, the author takes the reader on numerous philosophical detours, but none of these detract from
the plot or its suspense. Although I did put this book down from timeto time, it istruly ‘un-put-down-able'.

Lisa says

Fierce Invalids Home from Hot Climates
Current mood: disappointed

"Could you pull off there?" sheimmediately asked, pointing ... to agas station. "I really have to use the
bathroom."

"Say toilet, would you darling. | don't believe bathing is one of the services Texaco provides.”
"Whatever."

"No, it's not unimportant. Intelligent speech is under pressure in our fair land and needs all the support it can
get."

above is my favorite part of this book, which i would NOT recommend to others.

not being a huge reader of robbins, i did like skinny legs, found this and decided to giveit atry. about 3/4 of
the way through i found myself not caring about this pompous, arrogant man who i found to be awalking
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contradiction, too proud or blind to see it himself. but, i did want to see the book through, sincei had given it
agood 3 weeks of my life. the ending, in my opinion was open, left to interpretation. i did NOT put this book
down feeling satisified!

Scott says

4.5 STARS

Sar ah says

Likely my favorite book of all time. Former CIA agent Switters treks through the Amazon searching for
shaman named "The End of Time/ Today IS Tomorrow," accompanied only by his parrot who lives by the
motto "Peeple of zee wurl, relax!" | spit every time | hear the name "John Foster Dulles." Ingenious.

Arax Miltiadous says

OTT? TOL VA EEKIV?0W...

Ev apx?¢ 0 ZoulTepg €Al 0 TIO AYOTNUAVOC HOL QAVIOCTIK?G 72pWAC. N OTIOALT? AVI2pacn, N
AQWEe?d, N ELTIV?AA, N ETIPP?TEIN OE ZAWV TWV €10V TIC ATIOAQ?0E1C KAl TIC TIRWT AV WPEC
EUTEIP?EC. H WwpILU?0 oL Had? TOV CUVTZAECE OTNV AVAdl AU?p@waon TNE KOOUOBEWP?0 ¢ oL Kal
TNG OTIIK ?2¢ TIOU OVTIHETWIT2L W TN {W?.

Tiva val auT? AOITTV, TIOL B UTIOPO?0E VO AVAEL IO W?0T OE ATIYOPELUAN?
Kal 11?00 HaKP1? JOT?0ETAL K?TOI0C VA QT ?0€E1 VIO VO ATIVT?20El QLT? EP2TNUA?

Eval n {w? Vo g VOA0 QUOIK @AIVOUVWV KAl CUUTIT?0ewV? ? 20Tw, N Pevda?06non toug?
Eai n nBik? ?ma 67ua Tou EK?0TOTE TOAITIOUKO? TEPIB?AAOVTOG?

PWTIoUVOC ENVAL 0 VOPWITOG, KE SIELPLUAN TNV CLVEBNCN KAl TNV Xpua? Tou? tou XIo7uop?

whereto start by ...

In the beginning Switersis my favorite fictional hero. The absolute contradiction, lust, intelligence,
susceptibility to all kinds of pleasures and new experiences. My acquaintance with him was instrumental in
the reshaping of my worldview and vision of life encounter.

What this then, that could reduce a forbidden knowledge;
and how far we can go in order to answer this question;

Lifeisaset of natural phenomena and coincidences; the very least, theillusion of them;
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morality is simply a matter of individual cultural environment;

Enlightened is the man with enlarged consciousness and the Golden Section of Humor;

Tim Darnéell says

Thisbook is by no small margin my favorite novel of all time.

First off, Switters is the greatest single character to emerge from modern literature pure and simple. Not only
is he hilarious and a great role model for any law enforcement employee, but his personal philosophies (not
discounting his desire to plow his step-sister,) are intriguing and captivating. "Rather than eschewing his
contradictory nature, asistypical Western practice, Switters embraces it. He's a CIA agent who hates the
government. He's a pacifist who carries agun. He's as much in love with a sixteen-year-old girl as he iswith
aforty-six-year-old nun. Switters feels that the core of the universe, the heart of existence, islight and dark
existing together. One is not separate from the other, they just exist,”(-The Wikipedia Page for Feirce
Invalids). Heistotally bad-assed, and while alittle difficult to like or identify with at first, he quickly and
enthusiastically grows on you.

The story itself is fascinating, zany, off the wall, engaging, and at times nerve wracking. The philosophies
presented within are engaging and thought provoking, and presented in an incredibly accessable (no, not
dumbed down, but artistic...) and well thought out way. An exciting and provocative discourse on the nature
of Duality, this book not only has a purpose behind every minute action therein, but disguisesit in such a
way that it goes unnoticed until a thorough debriefing is held between the kid in you (who likes Fierce
Invalids for its comedic, world hopping spy thriller action with sexy ladies and awesome protagonists,) and
the wannabe philosopher in you (who'll loveit for its stylistic diction and damn near poetic prose, its dense
symbolism, and its staggering humanistic study of dualism.)

| can't begin to do this book justice in this discription. Its agreat book, and if you're not affraid to think while
you read, you should check it out.

Robin says

Sometimes you find a book at the wrong time in your life, and you think how much you would have liked it
if you had read it 10 years ago. Thisis one of those books for me.

| kept reading anyways, probably because there are enough funny/interesting partsto propel you through the
annoying parts.

Someone recommended it to me when | was a college freshman, but | only recently got around to reading it.
He told me something along the lines of "you're sex positive, so you would enjoy this sexy romp of a book."

| don't remember exactly how he described it, but something like that. | probably would have like it back
then as an eighteen year old, because it is raunchy and seemingly philosophical. | say seemingly, because if
you let yourself be whipped around by Robbins wordplay, it seems clever, but if you really pay attention, it's
fairly routine sort of philosophizing. And alot of trying waaaaay too hard to point out some truth or theory
about humanity. WAAAAAY too hard. | kept thinking, "Um, isthat it? Am | suposed to be in suspense?"
Nope.
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But really why this book iswrong for the 28 year old me is the disappointing extent to which women are
discussed and portrayed. The unbelievably standard view of teenage virgins as the ultimate in sexinessis
presented as a risky taboo in the book. Oh! The shocking desires of the main character! (/sarcasm) Isthere
any sexual desire LESS predictable??? | think not. Not to mention all the descriptions of sex scenesthat are
so not what get women all hot and bothered--even though he implies that aaaaall the women in the book
want it, and they want it from Switters soooo bad. | don't know why so many guysthink that girlslove it
when you twist and pinch our nipples, but we don't. Really. We don't. Stop that.

I'm pretty sure this book is who the author wishes he was--super clever CIA agent that all the girls are after,
having crazy adventures and saying any random thing he thinks, all of which come out sounding clever and
deep. Good for you, Robbins, I'm glad you have dreams.

Stephen says

HEADLINE: | do not care much for John Foster Dulles either.

Tim Robbins makes my smile muscles hurt. The man'swork in the form of this novel is completely over the
top. The protagonist is Switters, a CIA operative. CIA operatives from Switters's own point of view comein
two flavors, cowboys and angels. Switters of course sees himself in the latter category.

The plot is of the wildly improbable sort. It takes Switters from Seattle, to Peru, into awheelchair, to Central
Syriaand Damascus, onto stilts, then to the Vatican, off the stilts and out of the wheelchair. However, the
plot is not the point. The plot is merely a pretext for Switters's pontifications on subjects ranging from sex to
philosophy to politics to popular culture. And Switters never met a metaphor or simile that he did not like.

| had a serious problem with Switters's carrying his Berettain his waistband and his drawing down on his
antagonist with the intention of shooting the pistol out of that antagonist's hand. But nobody is perfect, and if
there was ever aless than perfect hero, Swittersisit. Heisaseriously comprised hero with a penchant for
illegally young girls, the vintner's product to excess, the odd mind-altering substance here and there, anal sex
with nuns, and Finnegan's Wake. Y et it never crosses our mind—at least it never crossed my mind that he
must be forgiven for anything. He is a man child with access to adult pleasures.

Perhaps | have too much of an affinity with his opinions. When | first encountered his phrase “ South too-
goddamn-vivid America,” for the first time very early in thisnovel, | waswith him. | am living in Central
pretty-goddamn-vivid America myself right now. And with material like this, | stayed with him:

Exactement! Marketing. Merchandising. Increasingly sophisticated, increasingly seductive.
And sure, it's just a flashy modern version of the age-old bread-and-circuses brand of
bondage—except today the bakery's a multinational and the circus follows us home. Well,
culture has always been driven to some degree by the marketplace. Always. It's just that
nowadays the marketplace, having invaded every nook and cranny of our private lives, is
completely supplanting culture, the marketplace has become our culture. Nevertheless. . .

The villain of the novel is John Foster Dulles, and you cannot do much better than that for avillain. Switters
spits after every mention of the man's name. Consider this exchange found toward the end of this novel with
a copyright of 2000:
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"What iswrong with your great country?’ Toufic lamented. “Why must it do these terrible
things?’

Switters held a cloud of candied smoke in his lungs. “Because the cowboys wiped out the
buffalo,” Switters said.

“Everywhere a buffalo fell,” said Switters, “amonster sprang up in its place.”

Switters was going to list some of the monsters, but his mouth was dry, and he feared he
couldn't expectorate.

“There's adirect link between the buffalo hunts and Vietnam,” said Switters.
Straining to comprehend, Toufic sighed with his eyes.

“When Lee surrendered at Appomattox,” said Switters, “it sealed once and for all Wall Street's
power over the American people.”

Switters said, “There's adirect link between Appomattox and genuine imitation leather.”
“But,” Toufic lamented, “your country has so much.”
“Well,” said Switters, “it has bounce. It has snap. It has flux”

“Americans are generous and funny, the ones | have met,” Toufic lamented, “but | am
compelled to oppose them.”

“It's only natural,” said Switters, “American foreign policy invites opposition. It invites
terrorism.”

Switters said, “ Terrorism is the only imaginable logical response to Americas foreign policy,
just as street crime is the only imaginable logical response to American's drug policy.”

Whatever one thinks of that, one has to admire the courage of Switters's smoke-fueled convictions.

"ATATTAQ TON EAYTO MOY. AAAA EINAT ATAIMH XQPIZ ANTAMOKPIZH".

Z2Y0UPA, TEKUNPIWUAA KOl EUTEPIOTATWHUAA,01 1OPWHAO0I ETIVOCT?TEG TIOL dlaA0Y?(ovTal VIO va
@r?00UVV OTNV 20X0ATN TPAYUOTIK?TNTA TOL T?rMoTa,aTEX8VovTal vo aAUC0dAoVTal OTo
MOVIM?TNTEG KO 1OI0KTNO7EC.
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AULTO? 01 QOAIOPOAOPE?C TNC EETPEUIOTIK?C 2UTIVELOT) G, TIOL ATIOTEAOV TNV OVTOVKAOGN TOL

BEUEAI 200V VUOU TOU CUTIIVTOC KAl ETUTAX VOUV TNV TPAYUATIK?TNTA -TNV OTI0?0 T Pad?X0VTal
M0 WG EIKOVIK?- €A1 TO OLUPAIAXT? TIOU TIPO?PXETAL OTIO (IO T PadoX?:

O1 ayprevol av?rmPol TU ETICTPZPOUV 0TI KAUT? KA?UATO AyOTIOVTOI TP2POPA AT TIG

YUVO KEG....(TPOOWTI K ? 2royn).

O Top Pumuv¢ -0To €£72¢ ayaTn VoG KAl EEXWPIOT?C- OPUZEl LE YAUKI? KO OEUV? XLOUL 2TNTA TIVW
OTOV aVOW?0TH KOl TOV EKMOUVA?LEl GLVEIDNTIAK? 0dNYVTOC TOV OTNV TPAUEB?PIO YW?0N TOL
K?0u0u.

O TP?1og ypa@?¢ ToU EAVAI COKAPITTIK?C.

MopaTto?el OV?UECO O CUUTIIVTIK? O?TOAN KOl LTEPXEIAPOEIC PIAOCOQ?0C,EL PV 20C, PUTIVELANC,
EV?pO0NC, EVOLVA?00NCNC KAl APXYOVEV KPUUAWY VONU2TWVY.

«X102U0p, PAVTAC?0, EpWTIOU?C- 0€ AVTISIAOTOA? LE TO PA0Y0 EVOTIKT2EC (ELY?PWHA TOWV
OKOUANKIV ? TGV PAKOV- 1 MVELUATIK?TNTA, N ETMVAoTaTIK?ZINTO KAl N AloBnNTIK?, N EKT2UNon
NG OMOP@ 2¢ VIa X 7PN TN OLOP@ 2¢ KAl AVO... AUT? ENVOI TA XOPOKTNPICTIK? TIOL 0p?0LV TOV
AOpwro... »

Kata@?pvel Ye TA?pn Veon, X107U0P,EPWTICU?,eLAICBNC?A,
AOWE?Q TOINTIK? KOl TOAITIK?,TP?0TUXN WUXEOEAIK? OVE?PWEN KO 2TEIPEG WWOTIK G LETO UM ?0ELG
VO g KVEL B1aa?tn ayy?Awv Kol O LAV V.

«E?001 TOA?TIAOKOC VOPWITOG, AAA? ELTUXICUAVO TIOA?TAOKOC. ?XELC BPEL VAV TP va
OUM@AIWBE?C LE TN 0?YXLON TOL K700V, VAV TP?IO YIA VA aYKAAL?0€1G TO X?20¢ AVT? VA THAEZEIG
VO TO PEI?0EIC ? va TI?20€1¢ B2Ud ToL. 1o VA €al PAa ?P0¢ TOU TIXVISI0? KOl G’ ap?0€l VA

T ?2(E1C».

>T0 TIPOKEUEVO, 0 20U ?tEPC (VAC OTIO TOUC TIO XA PIOUATIKO?G KAl A&LOA?TPEVTOUC AOYOTEXVIKO?G
?pweC) TPKTOPAC TNG CIA, Al 2TOIHOC VIO IO OTIOGTOA? TN N?T10 APEPIK?.

H LTEP?ALKN VIOV 2 TOUL,01 V0LA OTOV XEIPIOU? NAEKTPOVIKD LTIOAOYIOT KAl Ma?20Tpa TNE {w?¢
TOU, TOV JAT?LEl VA TZPEL O ? TOL TOV NAIKIWUAVO TITIY?A0 TNE VIO VO TOV OTEAEVBEP?OEl OTO
(QUGCIK? TOU TEPIB?AAOV.

Ztnv Mepoufiav? oOAYKAQ 0 Z0UTEPC TPOCTIONVTAC VA KVEl TO KOBZKOV TOU auvavT?el vav
SOUNO 1EPU,UAONMATP? KAl OPXNY? TNG EEWKOOUIK?C &KOTAONC,

MET? ATIO IO TPAANPAUATIK? V2XTA E TOV PUXOTIOUTT? TNC {OYKANC,0 20U ?2TENC TEPVZEL [
METAPBAAA?UEVN KAT?0TOON OUVE?ONONG KATOAPAUAVOG VA HENVEL VIO PAN TOU TN {Ww? O€ VAT PIK?
Kap?tol.

ATIO EKE? KA MET? ApX?El N THPAVOIA TNC TRAYUATIK?TNTOC TIOU EV UTIOPOV VO KATAVO?00UV
72001 OUV OTO UOIK? K200 Kal d1aB?TouY LWV0 TN YAV avTZAnPn Twv TIPOYU?TWV.

O Tevea? OL?AauUC ypae K?TOTE :
« Z0o?Ue 7\0l U700 € Va OTT?TI TIOU KA YETAL KAl OgV UTI?PXEl TPOCRECTIK? VI VO KAA?OOUE. Agv
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UTI?PXEl 07TE 2£000C, WVO Vd TP?OUPO GTOV TTVW 7P0P0 VI VA KOIT?LOUHE 2EW EV? N QWTI? KO 2€l
TO OTI?TI E EU?C TYIOEUUAVOUE, KAELOWUAOLC L200»... EKEVO TIOL Oev €7TE 0 TeEvea? eval 2Tl av
KOIT?{OUE OTI? TO T P?0UPO OUT? UE VTOVI TEPI?PYELN KAl TOIOTUAVO U?TL, LE YEVVAIL 2000
TVEZUO KAl TNV IKAVZTNTO TNE XOP?G KAL, VAL, OV ?X0UUE TN YA?000 LE TNV OT0?0 va aTNP? OVLE
KOl VO ELTAOVLT?{OVE TO TPYHOTA TIOL BA?rOVPE, T?te AEN EXElI ZHMAZIA 10U 10 OTT?TI
KOVETAL Y?pW HOC. Agv TEIP?LEL. 70TO VA KO AETAL TO YOUNLAVO»

Alap?ote 10!

Eol Vo HETAOTOIXEIWUNVO TaE 2D o€ 67A000EC ATI?00 VN ELOTPOP?AC,TPOAVIK G
(OVTNIOC,O0UYKP?TNTOL TI?Z00UC, TIPOKANTIKO? A?B0UC,ECWTEPIK?C PALAP0C,ATP?BAETING
TI?201 G,1 3L A 2TEPWV VON LTV, KAEUUAV WV OVE?PWV,AVATPLXIOOTIKO? KUVIOHO? KAl OTTAVIEG LEPEEIC
PUTIVELOTN G KO OlOB?0EWV.

"ABpwrol 7A0L TOL K700V, XaAAP7OTE".

KaA? avyvwon!
MoAAO?¢ aoTIOHO !

foteini_dl says

KaAOKQ?pI=TIYwT ?, UTtVLa (7000 KOL 0V €V01 AUT?), CUVOUAZEC, UTI?PEC (KOl KOKTAA 2tV €2U00TE
Aaptd) Kal Rabbins. Kat KAYZQNAZ .

JUOTATIK? TOU BIBA?0L: G721 PA,EPWTIOU?C,ELOIOBNC?U, ?PEC-?PEC KUVIOU?C, A (OAKAD, a(
TOITIOY?A0C, IO VIOV ? EETT?P OTOUC LTIOAOYIOT?G KO 0 Switters, Va¢ ATt TOUC TIO EVOIAP?POVTEC

XOPOKT?peC TOU Robbins. Kol avag@op? otov Tenessee Williams.

vOpwrol ?A0V TOU K?6OL, XaAAP7OTE.

Rachel M oor e says

| was told to read this book by afriend who is absolutely nuts over this author. Tom Robbinsis obviously a
very smart man and has extremely creative stories.

He has massive vocabulary and | found myself looking up words throughout this novel. In the end | was
extremely unsatisfied. Tom Robbins tends to ramble for pages upon pages within this book which islike

trying to concentrate on listening to someone talking to you on acid.

It can be boring, long and will relate to absolutely nothing in the overall plot. I've read afew of hisother
novels so i could fairly judge his booksin my own opinion,but | found it al the same.

Cut out half the rambling and | may have enjoyed it more. Robbins seems to be one of those authors that has
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caught on because people seem to find it "trendy" to have read.

I may be alone in thinking this, but | will probably never willingly read another of hisagain. Like | said
before, he is smart, witty and extremely creative, but its not enough to make me want to ever read a book this
long of hisagain.

The onething I've ever really loved of hisis ashort essay called "Redheads’. The key word here is SHORT.
)

Lindsay says

i've well acquainted with the pantheon of tom robbins (except for wild ducks flying backward- saving that
for arainy day), but i have to count myself among the many who consider this afavorite of the bunch. well
written, fast, and full of shamanic/monastic greatness. i would even say atour de forceif that wasn't the
shittiest, most hackneyed phrase in book reviewdom.

E says

Top 5.
Swittersis my hero. An absurd and rollicking good time. If you enjoy philosophy, drugs, booze, sex and
laughing...you should beinto this.

Will C says

Probably my favorite Tom Robbins novel, one of the few with a male protagonist (some of his books focus
on female leads, and afew have couples, but the narration generally focuses on the woman). Switters, the
nymphet-chasing secret agent and self described "acquired taste," finds himself confined to awheelchair. A
shaman's curse (the price of a psychedelic revelation) condemns him to death if his feet ever touch the
ground. He starts the novel in love with his underage step sister, working for the CIA, and fully ambulatory.
His adventures take him around the world and through theological intrigue, but the main feature of this book
isreally Switters as a character. The plot, although clever and fun to follow, is mostly away of putting him
in various situations where he can discourse on the meaning of life, language, and pleasure. A friend of mine
who also loves this author told me that Switters seemed to her to be the Tom Robbin's character who is the
most like Tom Robbins, and this seems intuitively true. For one thing, the content of Switters' monologues,
both inner and outer, echo themes that resonate throughout his other novels, and seem in this novel to be
gathered in one voice. Also, the form of Switters speeches echoes the author's style of wording and imagery.
The greatest joy of reading Tom Robbins is the way he plays with language as something oral, something
that we hear with our ears and make with our mouths. He does things with writing that can only be donein
writing, but he never lets the reader forget that language is something sensual, and he invokes the sounds of
words, the music of sentences, and even descriptions that vividly sexualize the mechanics of a character
(female or male, but usually female) actually pronouncing a certain word.

Except for Nabokov, who Robbins seems to be pretty obviously paying homage to (and perhaps lovingly
mocking) with parallels and alusionsto "Lolita," no other novelist I've read has captured the sensuality of
language on this level. Languages, accents, and even speech impediments seem to be elevated to the highest
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objects of aesthetic appreciation in Robbins novels. Robbins can write a conversation, or a thought about a
conversation, or even athought about aword with as much guilty, indulgent enjoyment and libidinal gravity
as anyone else can write a sex scene. An employee at an independent bookstore (Liftbridge books, Brockport
NY, highly recommended) that Robbins is one of afew specific authors who they regularly argue over
putting in "fiction" or "literature," and his work does have the same guilty-pleasure value of trashy novels,
and always seems to end happily. Despite that, as someone who appreciates language as something that is at
once abstract and intimately connected to us as bodies, | find great intellectual value in his work.

Sarah says

Thiswas the only book | had to hand to read while | sat by my father's bedside for afew daysthisyear. It
was ghastly.

| found this book disturbing and boring. (Strike that - it wasn't interesting enough to be disturbing). As
mentioned previously the main protagonist and his male friend are paedophiles, and the author made out this
was a bit of ajoke. Whichitisn't.

He also seemed to love the sound of his own (narrative) voice, and, frankly, was tedious. He put flowery
sentences in for the sake of it. The book wafted around like a drunken wasp. Annoying, going nowhere and
ultimately you just want to slap it down.

It took me agesto read - mainly because once | put it down | couldn't realy be bothered to pick it up again -

| really didn't care what happened to "Switters'. Actually even his name annoyed me. What a stupid upper
classtwit that name describes - and it fitted.

The idea that this man could be CIA agent isridiculous.

| don't recommend this to anyone. It was just annoying and | wasted time in my life reading it. BOO.

Kat says

AULT? 10 BIPA?0 PE KOVE VA YEA?0W. TO Y?AL0 €VAI KOA?, OTT?TE OV ?pe0E. MOAAN?C AETITOU?PEIEC
TIOU IOV 2QEPOV V20T O€ K21l (?0€1C OOVTEP VIAYKAAC. ALV ATIOKAE?ETAL KAl TO BIBA?0 va ?2Xel
ypa@re? o€ av?Aoyeg @?0€1C (PUXEGEAIK?C).

O Switters eal 0 KAA?TEPOC AYPIELVOC OV 2T POC AT? KAUT? KAZUATA TIOU YW?P100 TOT? KOl auT?
VIAT? €Al QUBEVTIKZC.

Mn dtapB?ete AAa BIBA?0 pE dp?ua Kal BAAPN Kal PAa T KOK? TOU K?0pou. Alof370TeE aut?.

Natalie Thomas says

What to call my favorite scene... let's cal it: in the bathroom on hands and knees eating salad. Probably the
funniest laugh-out-loud scene | have ever read.
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