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From Reader Review The Hittitesfor online ebook

Eric says

Very interesting. I'm not so very familiar with pre-classical antiquity, but I'm interested in al the new
insights resulting from modern research techniques, technology, & findingsin the past few decades, so I'm
checking out the recent books on the ancient civilizations. Not much was known about the Hittites 40 years
ago, but now the tablets can be deciphered, locations of cities have been proven, and relations with
surrounding cultures can be assessed. Maybe I'll read about the Egyptians next.

Zach says

Interesting and reasonably well written. It's just that there's alot that we don't know about the Hittites and
this book is generally content to say that and move on. It's worthwhile reading to get some context about a
major near eastern power, there's just not as much information as Sumer, Egypt, Babylon, or Assyria.

Sean Brennan says

The trouble with reading a history which is now over 60 years old is aways wondering what information
contained within is now obsolete, and what is not. On the whole alittle too Academic for my tastes such as
the section on linguistics but still an interesting read!

Mark says

Hittites! | remember in my high school ancient history class as we breezed past the glories of Pharaonic
Egypt and mighty Babylon that the Hittites received the briefest of mentions. What | did not know in high
school was that the Hittite Empire was completely lost to history and only recently re-discovered in the 19th
century. What was most interesting was learning how long it took to decipher the Hittite language, almost 60
years (from the 1890s to the 1950s) to crack the meaning of Hittite hieroglyphics. It turns out that Hittite is
the earliest known Indo-European language, which is awesome. Words like "eat" and "drink" in Hittite are
startling simular to modern German and English.

GoldGato says

Until | read this book, | only had avery vague idea of the Hittites. | guess| got my "ites" mixed up, because |
didn't realize they were one of the magjor ancient civilizations lost to history until the discovery of the Aleppo
Stone in the 19th century. The Stone had all but been rubbed away by local inhabitants because they thought
it was a cure for diseased eyes. A strange way to re-discover Asia Minor's most formidable people.

Mighty builders of empire and the most formidable foe of Ramesses 11, the Hittites dominated Asia Minor
for hundreds of years...and then vanished. Was it war? Fire? Famine? Disease? Did the Four Horsemen all
visit at once?
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What isthis, O gods, that you have done? You have let in a plague and the Land of Hatti, all of it, isdying...

| believe the Hittites are connected to the Trojans. At the very least, Homer must have heard about their great
debacle and used it for his Iliad. Were the Trojans actually the Hittites themselves? Or were they the next
generation? So many questions, so few answers, as much islost.

Thisisthe Folio Society edition, which means | was scared to touch it. Gorgeous imprinted cover, drop-dead
gorgeous typesetting, and color photographs that make the reader yearn for alittle expedition to modern-day
Turkey.

Book Season = Summer (but not for the beach)

Charles says

Remains the definitive volume on the Hittites by a scholar of the old school, who understood his subject
intellectually and viscerally.

Barnaby Thieme says

A short, readable introduction to the history and culture of the Anatolian Hittites. A classic.

EvBup?a AsoTiot?kn says

PXW MEY?ZAN adLVAU?0 OTOUC XETTA?200C. MZAAOV VIAT? OK?UN KL N TPOYIAW ? WOV TOUC 2EEPE -V
NV akp?BEIa 2EEPE TNV TPWIE?0VC? TOLG TN XATTO?000, TNV OTO?0 KAl PVNUAVEVE E1C TNV
TOVTIOK?Y, 210TE 70EAE VA TEL 2T K?TL 2TaV HOKPL?. TTTWE TOUE 2XwW aduvap?a gofep?, IAUT? Kl
210V AT0E?0160 VA Yp2Pw K21 PeLAOEAANVIK 2-PELAOTIOVTIAK?, Ol AVT?TUAOL TWV NP2WVY oU, av
Kal ?X1 Ol KOKO?, 2tV K?1ol0ol TIou ?uotadov pe XETTa?0UC.

Mo va KAVEICK?TL T?T010 WG XPEL Z(eoal 2reElpo Al 2Baopd. Ki 2Xw KVEL 2relpo XETTA?2KO0
o1 ?2Baopa. Kat 1o BIBA?0 Tou MK?pve? €l aT? TO KAA?TEPA TIOUL ?XW Sl aB?0El.

ATAA? AAA? 2X1 ATIAOPK?, AETITOUEP?C OAA? 2X1 UTIOUKWTIK? KAl T?U0 OTIC TY?C KAl TIG 1076C TOU,
{OVTOVE?EL UE TIPOCOX? KOI TPUEEP?TNTA V0V AO? TIOU VIO A1 VEC E7XE UENVEL EEXATUNOC. VAV
Aa? oL K?rolol (Val, @PATate PAPo?, E6va vo?) TIPOOTI?8Nnoav va Ja¢ TE?00LV ?TI TOV VKN oV,
EV? TPAA YO VO VIKNBOV aT? AUTV. VA Ad? TIoU TI8av va 2tav KOVTIV?TEPA TNV 10?2TNTA TV
070 P?AWV OT? EU?C, KOVTIV?TEPA OTNV AVEEIOPNOKE?D ATI? EU?C KO KOVTIV?TEPO GTO OTIPAUTO
O7KA10 aT? MG,

STOMOT? €07, TOUG AYATI? T?200 TIOA?, TIOL UTIOP? VA YP2PW V1" AUTO?C VIO 7peC. AV TET?XETE TIOLOEV?
10 BIPA?0, d1OB?0TE TO. O0 TOLC OYUTI?OETE KI EGE7C 2TWC KL EY?.
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Triumphal Reads says

4 out of 5 stars - Full review can be found at - https://triumphal reads.com/hittites-o...

Cons - No rea wrap-up/reflection

- Some esoteric sections (Hittite and ancient Anatolian languages)
Pros - Great chapter on Hittite law

-Solid overview of much of everything

- Folio Society edition

- Extensive bibliography

Jonathan says

An excellent introduction to the topic. Though there are more up-todate/indepth works on the Hittites, most
notably Trevor Bryce's publications, Gurney's book should still be read. Firstly, it highlights how advanced
our understanding of the Hittites was in the period between the 20s and the 50s, and in light of subsequent
discoveries, how much there was still |eft to learn. Secondly, there is something to learn from his reference to
theories that have now fallen out of favor, and thirdly its section on Hittite language is concise and very well
written. There are afew negatives. The sections on art and literature felt a bit tacked on, though that may be
aresult of alack of material at the time this book was published. This was the first book published for a
english general readership - most of the Hittite scholarship of that time being in German and Czech. | would
also deduct one star on this edition as the maps are inadequate. There are a number of sites referenced in the
book that do not appear on the map or are obviously outside the view that the map takes. There are many
landmarksin Anatoliathat are also better known by their names from classical history that | feel would have
benefitted from some sort of dual-labeling.

Pam Baddeley says

Anintroduction to the civilisation of the Hittites, a people who lived on the Anatolian plateau and also in
what is now Syria, and were contemporaneous with other better known nations such as the Assyrians and
Egyptians. It gives a good coverage of the various aspects, though the linguistics section is rather erudite,
assuming knowledge of Latin and ancient Greek.

Theversion | read isan ex library discard, rather old, so | don't know how different the 1990 update is,
which presumably itself is somewhat out of date, but this work still seems to be a basic primer on the subject.

Fredrick Danysh says

Coming from Palestine, the Hittites were an ancient tribe. This history looks at their history and culture to
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include religious practices, language, and race.
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