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Hedidn't ask to be a hero, but now all that stands between us and chaos. . . isColt.

Colt McAlister was having the summer of hislife. He spent his days surfing and his nights playing guitar on
the beach with friends. He even met a girl and got hisfirst car. But everything changes when his parents are
killed in afreak accident.

He'sforced to leave his old life behind and move to Arizonawith his grandfather. The only person he knows
at the new high school is a childhood friend named Dani. And Oz, a guy he's sure he's never met but who is
strangely familiar.

But what if his parents death wasn't an accident? His mother, an investigative reporter, was going to expose
a secret mind-control program run by one of the world's largest companies. Before she could release the
story, what if agents from Trident Biotech made sure she couldn't go public?

Vowing to uncover truth, Colt is drawn into a secret world of aliens, shapeshifters, flying motorcycles, and
invisible getaways.

The invasion has begun.
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Kristin (Blood,Sweat and Books) says

Review:

In anutshell Invasion is Men In Black with ayoung adult twist. Yep, Aliens are real and like the movie
mentioned above some are good, some are bad and its up to a secret organization to make sure they all
remain hidden. That being said, | am totally impressed by how the Author made Invasion feel unique.

I love the alternative history told brilliantly through the use of Comic books. Letting the reader know about
Colt's love for the Phantom Flyer early on and then later reintroducing the comics as being based on real
events was so clever. It also explained how Colt knew so much about the aliens and the C.H.A.O.S.
organization without having to spend chapters bringing him and us up to speed.

Another thing that was really cool to see were the gadgets and weapons created for this series. The chipsthe
Trident Corporation created were the scariest aspect about this book especially because the recipients
genuinely needed them. The poor patients had no clue their "cure" made them unwilling pawnsin an
interplanetary struggle between good and evil. Also FY|, | totally want a Jetpack and robot butler after
reading this.

Now if | had any gripes about Invasion it would be the characters. Don't get me wrong | liked Danielle, Colt
and Oz but had | not known they were teenagers | would of assumed they were in Middle not High School.
They just read a bit juvenile at times. | also had to wonder why none of Colt's siblings called to check up on
him. | can't recall asingle call from them once Colt transplanted to Arizona. Surely Colt's Grandfather or
even the C.H.A.O.S. organization would |et the brothers know he was in trouble. Even if for some reason
they wanted to protect the brothers and keep them in the dark, wouldn't they still call just to check up on Colt
as agenera hey how are you type thing?

On the other hand, | loved Colt's Grandfather and his teacher Mr.Pfeffer. 1t's always nice having enjoyable
background characters. Plus Trident and the Thule were great villains. | cannot wait to see the havoc the
Thule cause once they start arriving en masse.

Overadl, | really enjoyed the first book in the C.H.A.O.S. series and cannot wait to get started on Book 2! |
also really want to give kudos to the author for making a clean yet thrilling book about an impeding alien
invasion. Invasion never lacked for action and as an adult reader | appreciated that the author was willing to
put the charactersinto uncomfortable and sometimes scary positions. | really believe | can recommend thisto
Adultsand Teens alike. | love books that | can share with my kids and still find enjoyable myself! In the end,
If you like action, science fiction and strong writing then definitely pick thisone up and give it ago. | will be
rating Invasion by Jon S. Lewis U0 0.

Cindy says

| am by far not afan of sci-fi. But something drew me to thisbook. | am so glad | read it. While it has a sci-fi
element it also have a bit of a government/adventure plot to it that makesit fun.

This does set up for a series of books. Thereisn't too much alieng/sci-fi and it really is only gleamed over.
But | cannot WAIT to read more aliensin the next few books.
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Another element that | liked was the bit of history/take on history that was given. | think it fit nicely in the
book and really added a nice element to it.

If I could change anything | guess | would have put afew more aliensin the book. Thisfirst book was very
heavy on the corporate conspiracy and light on the aliens but do not fear there WILL be aliensin other
books.

So if you are looking for shape-shifting, cool teenagers and a corporation that istrying to brainwash people
thisis the book for you!

Celine says

It's been awhile since I've read such a powerful science-fiction book. Invasion is asurprisingly gripping
read. The second an alien that looked like Bigfoot came up, | was hooked.

When his parents die in a strange car accident, Colt hasto live with his WW?2 veteran grandfather. Y et he
cannot get the idea out of his head that something about his parents' death isn't right. He suspects that one of
the worlds largest companies, Trident Biotech, has something to do with it. While trying to uncover the truth
about his parents' death, Colt discovers aworld normal human beings never see...

Y oung-adult science-fiction is not an easy genre to write in. Because the story needs to be fast-paced so the
younger readers don't lose interest, there is not much room left for extensive world building. | love the way
how we learn about the aliens together with Colt. What | also really likeisthat thisisn't about the standard

green-men-in-suits-from-space kind of aliens. It actually reminded me alot of the movie Men in Black.

And with all those aiens, we of course have to have some very, very awesome gadgets. | mean, souring
through the air on a motorcycle with retractable wings? No one can convince me that isn't really cool. | had
such a great time reading about this and jetpacks and special weapons that made my inner geek very excited.

The only problem | had with this book is one | seem to be having quite often these days. Sometimesis
astonishes me how naive one can be. In this book though, this was only a minor annoyance, because most of
those moments could easily be explained by the age of our main characters. Y ou can't really expect from a
bunch of teenagers to grasp the extend of the situation right away. And in the end, they do, it only took them
awhile.

I think thisis awonderfully fast-paced book that alot of young-adults, both boys and girls, will enjoy. And
as an adult, | think you would be equally entertained by this book. | definitely recommend this to anyone that

loves science-fiction.

| received this ARC through Netgalley.

Amy Jacobs says

What originally attracted me to this novel for review was the cover. It has the eerie and sci-fi ook to it.
Granted, | am not a huge fan of science fiction but the cover kept calling to me.
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In thefirst book of a series, Colt McAlister is asurfer, youngest of seven brothers, and has a crush on a girl
like any normal 16 year old boy. Unfortunately, heis far from normal whether he knows yet or not. When his
parents die in an accident he is forced to move in with his Grandfather in a different state, Colt getsa
mysterious text stating that his parents’ death was not an accident. After the text, Colt is sucked into aworld
that you would find in comics. From that point on, Colt and his childhood friend Dani and new friend Oz,
must find away to save the world from Aliens.

Again, | am not a huge fan of sciencefiction, yet | found myself drawn into the story and felt like | was on
the adventure with Colt. The writing was good and flowed nicely. The suspense was great and the action was
fast paced. The book was just what a science fiction book would be about without being boring! | feel that
teens and adults will both enjoy the story aswell asit being great for both boys and girls. Granted, itisn't a
favorite book of mine, but it was a great read for someone who is just venturing into the Science Fiction
genre with hesitancy.

Nicola says

Before | got this book, | read the Kindle sample and really loved it. | was completely drawn in by the fast
paced writing and just had to know what was going to happen next! So | got the rest of the book and was
pretty interested in reading it. While it was good, it wasn't good the whole way through.

| realy enjoyed thefirst half. | loved getting to know Colt and watching him slowly learn things and figure
out what was going on. The writing makesit very easy to read and it's quite exciting. It was fascinating
getting all the information about the hidden world and | thought Colt was an incredibly strong character,
especially considering everything he was going through personally! This book is full of brave and no-
nonsense characters.

It slowed down for me a bit though- ironically, it slowed for me as the action sped up! I'm just not into lots of
action so that didn't manage to hold my attention very well. Not really a fault with the book- just a preference
| have as areader! So some people will definitely enjoy the action but it just wasn't for me. It picked up
again as it was ending though and | very much enjoyed the last pages and they made be eager to pick up the
next book.

Overal, Invasion is an action packed, thrilling light read full of well developed characters and | will be
reading the sequel as | definitely want to know what happens next.

Michelle says

Colt just wants anormal life, hanging out with friends and the girl he has a crush on. But first he has to save
theworld... literally! Thisisthe first book in an exciting new series that introduces sixteen-year-old surfer
Colt McAllister. Calt's life changes when his parents are murdered to prevent exposing a secret: aliens from
another world are running major corporations and want to invade our planet. The aliens and technology that
Colt grew up reading about in comic books are real! There is plenty of action involving robots, jetpacks and
concussion grenades. Great for teens but should be fine for younger readers, too. Excellent choice for a
library collection because Invasion will appeal to boys and girls and reluctant readers.
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Nicole says

This book had potential at the beginning, and really kind of drew me in despite some of the weak writing. It
didn't maintain the momentum, though. About the time | hit the halfway point, | was getting bored. It was
pretty cliched and cheesy, and to a point that's inevitable in most fantasy, but a good fantasy novel puts a
twist on things. This one didn't have atwist. It was just a compilation of everything you might expect. | aso
struggled with how unbelievable it was. I'm pretty good as suspension of disbelief, and | had no problem
with six-legged aliens, but the characters' actions made no sense. There were several times where | was just
totally stumped by their behavior. And the plot relied very heavily on things conveniently falling into place
or deus ex machina eliminating anything inconvenient. Truthfully...this might be agood early draft of a
book, but what it really needed were some good revisions (and something to make it a bit more unique).

L ou says

A.W.E.S.O.M.E!
Slow in some parts but | did like it, now | NEED the next book!

Hector Romero says

Invasion
CH.AQOS

In the book Invasion it talked about how the

boy named Colt goes to this Area 51 kind of camp that his dad doesn't even know what it redlly is. He thinks
it was just atour of the camp. He left hisson in but it'satrading military camp for alien invasions. In the first
fire pages you meet Bigfoot, but not the Normal one, he has arobotic leg and arm and arobot head in his
shoulder so it could talk for him. And heis like the leader, but he just showed you around.

So bigfoot sends you to thislocker room and you meet this guy named Romero. He is the son of the
commander of the camp, and he teaches Coke everything then at one point Romero and Colt fight and Colt
wins but Romero get injured and Bigfoot is surprised. And then he is sorry for hurting Romero, but he
forgives him. Then they put a fun training video on. And then they erase his memory of everything. And he
Rogers so he doesn't care about it anymore in the car when he sleeps.

In conclusion | think that the book Invasion was a very action packed and interesting book about this boy. |
would recommend this book to people who are interested in action.

Whitney says

After being lazy for afew days, | finally decided to do my review for Invasion. | wasn't really sure what to
think about Invasion when | first got it. I'm closer to the age that this book targets, so my review can be
pretty trustworthy. This review doesn't want to be written, but bear with me.
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Invasion begins with Colt McAlister, anormal teen in Californiawho loves surfing, the beach, and his
friends. Hislife changes when his parents are supposedly killed in a head-on callision. Forced to movein
with his grandfather in Arizona, Colt islucky that he at least has his childhood friend to keep him company.
But things aren't as they seem in Colt's world.

Colt discovers that his parent's were murdered because his mother, an investigative reporter, was about to
leak the story of alifetime. With his parent's deaths Colt is drawn into the world of aliens, advanced
technology, conspiracy theories, and evil corporations.

Plot

Okay, the plot is pretty much Men In Black with more teenagers. While this may seem like alackluster
description, that doesn't take away from the story because MIB isreally good (at least in my opinion). It's got
advanced technology, aliens on Earth, secret agents (C.H.A.O.S.), and evil aliens that want to destroy
Earth/humans. The big difference between MIB and Invasion is Invasion follows the story of ateenager who
isdragged into thisworld of aliens. Overal, | do like the plot. It's not a plot that's been done to death, but it's
not too unique. The pacing can be a bit slow at times, especially when dealing with Colt's everyday life. And,
as strange asit is, the action parts, especially towards the end of the book, are abit ow aswell.

Writing

Thewriting in Invasion is above the standard Y A novels. It's not chock full of comma splices or similes,
which isaways lovely to see. But, regretfully, there's nothing that really makes the writing stand out. It is
good, yes, but not terribly unique. The only real problems| had with the writing was the way the dialogue
was handled, the way new concepts were handled, and the way the text addressed Colt's father and
grandfather. First off, with the dialogue, when there was a continuous stream of talking it looked like this:

"Really? What about his nickname?"

"Sorry."

"I was told everyone called him the Phantom Flyer."
"As in the comic book?"

"It's crazy, right? Did you ever read it?"

That's just an example, but the book is full of people talking like that. No, "he said" or "Colt asked", or
anything like that. It reminds me of what newbies writing fanfiction do. Eventually, you confuse who's
talking.

The next problem is how new concepts are introduced into the story. Like, when a piece of technology that
the reader doesn't know about isrevealed, it's done very clumsily, like we were supposed to sort of know
what the object was. Thisis done multiple times throughout the book and it gets annoying.

Lastly, and thisisthe smallest complaint, is how Colt's father and grandfather are talked about. For example,
his grandfather/father will do something and the text will read: "Grandpa McAlister grabbed so-and-so" or
"Dad said". It'slike the point of view is switching whenever talking about these two men.

Other than those three gripes, the writing is nice.

Characters

There are three main characters: Colt, Danielle, and Oz. Colt isthe protagonist and Danielle/Oz are the
deuteragonists. The characters are all relatively well developed, Colt more so than the other two. | feel like
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Danielle and Oz were better, more interesting, characters than Colt. Even though Colt did alot of action-y
stuff and whatnot, and he was smart-ish, the other two outshined him in my eyes. | can't really explain why,
but | just liked Danielle and Oz better.

Things| Didn't Like

There are alot of things | didn't really like in this novel. For one, the way everybody acted when a seemingly
impossible subject came up. Aliens, oh that's strange. Mind control, well, we better fix that. Somebodies
trying to kill Colt, hope they don't kill him. The reactions of people were extremely lackluster. And not even
for agood reason. In Colt's case, it could have been explained that he wasn't as surprised because he kinda
believed in things like conspiracy theories and aliens, but there was never an explanation! Everybody just
went with the flow, and that was very irksome. There was literally no shock at things anywhere in this book.

Another thing | didn't like as the romance between Lily and Colt. At first, | was happy that Colt and Danielle
weren't going to be an item, because that whole "friend for the longest time turned girlfriend/boyfriend" trope
isannoying. However, the way Lily and Colt's budding romance was handled was tiresome. For example,
Graham is seemingly avery nice boyfriend to Lily and in the end, gee golly, he cheated on her, didn't see
that coming! Isit so much to ask for that the main character to like somebody who's already in arelationship
and that relationship doesn't fall apart for no reason? Romance is fine in my books, but not cliche, overdone
romances tropes. | think the romance between them (Colt/Lily) is weak, awkward, and obviousand | don't
much care for it.

Thelast thing | didn't like, and this goes for nearly all Y A novels, isthe fact that the main character isreally
special for no reason. In the book, the agentsin C.H.A.O.S. say that Colt's got the highest scores ever, yet he
was no better than any of the other boys. He was average, yet he's being heralded like he's gold. If they had
said that he has potential to be one of the best, that's different, but that's not what was said.

Diversity

Interms of diversity (disabilities, sexualties, races, etc.) Invasion is avery lacking. There's one disabled
character that | can really think of, an alien that we know as bigfoot. Thereisliterally no LGBTQIAP+
charactersat al. In terms of race, two of the three main characters are people of color, which is more than
the standard Y A book. The "president” of C.H.A.O.S. isaPOC aswell, but he never gets screen timein the
book, so he doesn't much count. There are two female characters that have more than afew scenes (Danielle
and Lily) but they never talk to one another, | don't think, so there should be more female characters. Like |
said, there isn't much representation in this book besides the average cisgender/straight/white/able-bodied
characters.

Overall

Intheend, | redly liked Invasion. | finished it fairly quick. It wasn't hard for me to get through at all. While
the book does have it's issues, there's nothing too major (except for lack of diversity) that stopped me from
reading the book. 1'd recommend this book to anybody who likes MIB, aiens, advanced technology, or
conspiracy theories.

Tina says

Original post at One More Page
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| wasn't sure what to expect when | requested Invasion by J.S. Lewis from Booksneeze, so | had zero
expectations when | started reading the book, too. Invasion is the first book in the C.H.A.O.S. series, and the
first book tells the story of Colt McAlister, orphaned at 16 after his parentsdied in a car crash. Soon after he
moved with his grandfather in Arizona, weird things start happening such as weird creatures chasing him,
and random people trying to kill him for some reason. Soon Colt finds out that his mom was about to release
a story about mind-controlling chips from a huge and powerful corporation, Trident Biotech. As Colt triesto
uncover the mystery of his parents death, he runs for hislife with his friends and he encounters all weird
creatures and high technology, and he realizes that there may be more to this than he thought it was.

Invasion has 57 chapters, which | found a bit daunting when | started reading. These were short chapters,
however, which made it for easy albeit a bit shallow reading. Thereis strong world building in Invasion,
backed with interesting facts and information with how aliens and different creatures have been hidden
among humans since the start. If you liked the setting in Men In Black, this book provides the same kind of
world. Just like other books that involved conspiracies, action wasn't lacking in this book: chase scenes,
fights, random people trying to kill the heroes are a-plenty here. There's also enough secret hideouts,
mysterious people and advanced technology to excite sci-fi fans around.

However, | never felt invested in the characters. | liked Colt, Oz and Danielle, but | didn't feel like | knew
them for real. It may be because of how the story flowed or maybe even because each chapter is too short for
me to glean much about who they are and what makes them tick. There also seemed to be a crowd of
secondary characters all over the place, and while | get that it's needed to build the new world that Colt is
moving into, it was kind of hard to keep track of them. The overall premise was interesting, and it does make
for an interesting read but | felt that | would be more interested in thisif it were amovie instead of a book.

I think Invasion is still agood book, but | think it's not for me. Perhapsit's my age, or my lack of scifi
knowledge and love. | like my aliens and wild worlds with chase scenes and explosions, but this one just
failed to capture my interest. Maybe younger boys or longtime scifi fans would enjoy this more than | did. |
didn't really finish the book, but | thought it had enough potential to get a 3-star rating.

Invasion by J.S. Lewisisalready out in hardcover, published by Thomas Nelson. Thanks to Booksneeze for
the review copy.

Scoot says

Colt isthe youngest son in afamily full of brothers. He is the smallest, but has the wit and personality to
stand out above the crowd. Colt doesn’t know it, but hisis entire world is shrouded in mystery and lies. The
wool is pulled from his eyes when his parents are killed in atragic accident and he is sent to livein anew
state with his grandfather. Colt learns quickly that the world around him is not what it seems and heis pulled
into action with his friends Oz & Dani to solve amystery and save lives. There wasn’t anything wrong with
this novel, other than the fact that it just couldn’t keep my attention. It was afun read with alot of classic-
style comic book references, aliens and real superheroes. It was well written and pretty quickly paced; very
dense with action. There were robots, aliens, mind control, secret government agencies and teens saving the
world. Along with al of the non-stop action (literally — | am pretty sure this kid never had a chance to sleep!)
there were tragic events and heartfelt conversations that held strong emational pulls and helped you connect
with Colt. Colt himself was agood lead character, an all around great guy that you were rooting for the entire
novel. Although | feel kind of apathetic about this novel, it was good and | would recommend it for younger
teens who love sci-fi, video games and comics. | might have loved this book at their age, but it just didn’t
keep me hooked as well at thistime. Invasion was an enjoyable, fast paced start to anew seriesthat | feel a
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lot of people will like.

VanyaD. says

When | requested from NetGalley "Alienation” to read and review, | had no idea it was the second
installment to a series. Well, it turned out that there was book one that | had to read beforehand and that book
was "Invasion”. | honestly don't regret starting on this series because it was absolutely amazing. I'm already
into book two because | just can't get enough of high school students Colt, Oz and Danielle and their
adventures with the extra terrestrials and the biomedical Trident facilities.

I loved the emotional rollercoaster, even if sometimes the pain was just too much to bear. | was sad amost to
tears when the horrible accident happened and could really feel Colt's pain, confusion and desire to bury
himself in the ground. | never ever want to be in such a position.

| really loved the story, straight from the beginning. Even though Colt wouldn't later remember his special
day at the CHAOS military camp, something deep inside of him knows that he's met certain people and
things before. Yet, it isn't until after his parents' accident and after he movesin to live with his grandfather
that things start to become weird.

When he meets Oz, he feels like he's met the boy before, but he doesn't know where, until Oz tells him about
CHAOQS, the aliens and most of all that his grandfather isn't just any ordinary man.

In their desire to figure out who and why killed Colt's parents, the threesome come in the midst of multi-
world war. Would they survive, and would they gather the info they need?

For the full review, please visit my blog @ YA Story Teller

Liliana says

Review on Lili Lost in a Book

After the death of his parents, 16-year-old Colt moves from Californiato Arizonato live with his
grandfather. In no time, Colt'slifeis turned upside down. Suspicions arise dealing with the death of his
parents. Colt was told that they died in a car accident, but this car crash may not be just an "accident." You
see, Colt's mom found out about a mind control program being run by alarge company. Her goal wasto
publish an article about this for everyone to read. Unfortunately, she never got the chance.

Now it's up to Colt and his friends, Oz Romero and Danielle, to stop the company from achieving this goal,
all whiletrying to not get killed by aliens...yes, you read correctly, aliens!

| LOVED thisbook!! | have not read very many sci-fi books, but this one was just amazing! | really liked all
the diverse characters and creatures, the story line was very entertaining and kept me interested throughout
the book, and all the cool futuristic gadgetry.

The story itself was quite intense, suspenseful, and even funny at times. At first | didn't know what to expect,
but, as| said already, | found it very entertaining and interesting and | just could not put the darn book down
until | finished!

There were little pictures at the end of the book of the characters and even some of the alienswhich | really
liked...it helped me picture them better :)
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I would recommend this book to those who like science fiction. And | actually told my 13-year-old brother
that he should read this book. He has been reading the Alex Rider series about this teenage spy or somethin’
and Invasion is kinda similar, so | figured that he'd like it too.

And there wasn't really anything | didn't like:)

Although thisisn't the typical book | would read, it has become one of my favorites!

Lianne Burwell says

| really liked the concept of thisbook. A 16 year-old boy loses his parents, finds out that his family has a
history of fighting other-dimensional invaders, and ends up going against the conspiracy that killed his
parents because of an article his mother was writing.

Concept good, execution lousy.

I know thisisaimed at younger readers, but | still expect it to make someinternal sense. For example, you
have the scientist working for the conspiracy who was feeding the mother the information that ended up
getting her and her husband killed. If his bosses find out he was the leak, he's dead. So what does he do? He
sends a car and driver for the woman's teenaged son and tells him everything. Then, when the assassins
descend on them, gives the boy a flying motorcycle to escape on, which the boy has absolutely no problem
flying. See what | mean?

And there were many more examples of this. Too many examples

Maybe if | was aten year-old boy, | would have enjoyed this more. Instead, I'll just say that | have no
interest in the sequel, and | wouldn't recommend it to anyone else.
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