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Aza Ray is back on earth. Her boyfriend Jason is overjoyed. Her family is healed. She’s living a normal life,
or as normal as it can be if you’ve spent the past year dying, waking up on a sky ship, and discovering that
your song can change the world.

As in, not normal. Part of Aza still yearns for the clouds, no matter how much she loves the people on the
ground.

When Jason’s paranoia over Aza’s safety causes him to make a terrible mistake, Aza finds herself a fugitive
in Magonia, tasked with opposing her radical, bloodthirsty, recently-escaped mother, Zal Quel, and her
singing partner, Dai. She must travel to the edge of the world in search of a legendary weapon, the Flock, in
a journey through fire and identity that will transform her forever.
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Glory says
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rachel • typed truths says

2.5 stars

It’s no secret that I was not a massive fan of Magonia last year. In fact, I kind of despised it with its
pretentious writing style, unlikeable protagonists, and nonsensical plotline. When I was given the chance to
finish off the series, I did not bother to form any expectations for it. I figured it would be slam dunk failure.
Luckily, that wasn’t the case at all! I should know by now never to assume things but nonetheless, I did.
Aerie, as a whole, was much more entertaining than I could have imagined.

What made me enjoy this story as much as I did was the plotline. It actually had some sense to it! Unlike
Magonia, I could breezily follow the story’s progression and piece together how each scene flowed into the
next. The beginning was a little jarring but only because it attempted to recap the last book’s events,
introduce the dilemmas of this sequel and then dive into the story. I wish that it had been ingrained into the
story a little more organically or been condensed somehow. The ending was also a little abrupt due to the
way that the last battle scene was written. Its action was weak and I would have liked to see a little more
conflict and climax. However, I don’t really know how else it could have ended? I do think that the author
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achieved everything they possibly could have for this series.

The main protagonist in this story - Aza - is what continually let this series down in my opinion. I just could
not stand her! She was so pretentious and so… up herself? I don’t know how else to describe it, other than
she’s like one of those annoying hipster types that think they are the coolest people in the room because they
have a particular way at looking at the world and think that it’s the only way of looking at the world. Does
that even make sense? Why she never said or acted snobbish in a particular substantial way, she just gave off
these irritating vibes in a way that reminded me of Hazel & Augustus from TFIOS. I struggled to care for
her. I think that with a different set of protagonists I could have enjoyed this story a whole lot more.

Jason, our other protagonist, was an interesting character. I definitely found it much easier to get into his
frame of mind than Aza but found that he a lot of the same annoying traits. I did love his quirkiness and
obsession with pi/numbers. However, what I thought was particularly done well about his development was
that he was still struggling with the events of the last book. It would be completely unbelievable to go
through something so traumatic and be unchanged afterwards. I loved that the author didn’t shy away from
that. I did think that the writing style was a little too reflective of Aza’s personality, however. It made
Jason’s perspective a little confusing because it almost sounded like we were seeing his mind through Aza’s
eyes. If the prose had been downplayed in his POVs a little, it would have made a difference?

I found their romance irritating. Jason was too obsessive. No one falls in love at age five! It’s a cute idea in
theory, yes, but his constant reminding us that he had loved Aza ‘from the moment that he met her’ annoyed
me. It came across as creepy and made their relationship seem a little one-sided. Oh, and the fact that Aza
had different ‘skins’ all the time and never looked the same was never explored. I know that they loved each
other so much that appearance didn’t matter to them - *gags* - but I think physical attraction does play a part
in relationships (if you're allosexual, obviously). I would have liked to see at least one conversation or
mention from Aza or Jason about it. I think it would be so weird to have your girlfriend look like three
completely different girls within the span of two years - no matter what.

Headley’s mythology is so on point in this series if only we had a tiny bit more detail. I love the idea of
magic coming from song - especially with the vividness that she describes it - but I felt that more elements
should have been fleshed out. I never thought that Aza and her heartbird’s relationship was developed to the
extent it could have been, especially when I have read books like Eragon and The Golden Compass that have
nailed similar animal-human/soul connections. I was also disappointed that we didn’t get to learn much
about SWAB or their technology much at all.

Overall?

I think that Aerie was a much stronger story than Magonia. While I still didn’t connect with the protagonists
or fully understand the mythology to the level I desired, the general storyline was much more entertaining
than I could have anticipated. I flew through this book in a single evening. The pacing was a little
inconsistent with the slow beginning and rushed ending but again, the overarching storyline was much more
entertaining. I’m impressed with Headley’s improvement.

Review based on an unproofed copy from the publisher which is subject to change.

Blog • Twitter • Instagram

Arielle Walker says
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After reading Magonia, I felt remarkably let down. There was something inexplicable missing, a broken-
record skip that never let the words (which were admittedly lovely) settle, and never let the ideas (which
were incredible) soar.

I think Aerie came that much closer to the perfection it is owed. Because Headley's ideas, visions, worlds -
they are utterly gorgeous and deserve the chance to sing.

Here, the writing itself was even lovelier than before, and the plot-lines hung together and stopped me having
to rush back and work out what was happening every few pages. Not everything made sense still, but now
this is in a surreal, otherworldly way rather than an irritating what-on-earth-is-going-on way.

Besides, the imagery is gorgeous - even if my idea of Jason is severely tarnished. (view spoiler)

Is there more in this world? Or are we going to have to wait, be lead to some other magical place?
Regardless, I'll read anything this author writes next.

Jeninne says

This is, hands down, the biggest disappointment of the year for me. This book crushed my poor little soul
and reinforced the need to be a bitter book blogger. Because I had such major expectations, and the previous
book in the series, Magonia, was pretty much in my top five last year. My expectations were so high for this
book. I wanted so much from it. I just ... whhhyyyyyyy

I really can't overstate enough how enthralling I found the previous book to be. It was whimsical and unique,
fascinating and filled to the brim with lore. I liked the fantasy culture that was introduced, juxtaposed against
the real world, and I especially loved the internal conflict of Aza and who she really was--or meant to be. So
imagine going from a full buffet, where there are a million things to look at and see, to your mom's bland
casserole that kind of seems like its been stale for a while. Sorry mom.

This book has some woeful problems, starting and ending with the content. It's decidedly lacking. Aza is
back to being a brooding teenager, which is dissatisfying. She spent the whole first book walking that line of
uncertainty. This is the book where she should be coming into her own, but that doesn't happen until
magically the last fifty pages or so. And Jason? He was definitely a little bland and uninteresting in the first
book, but suddenly he's this uber control asswipe who's working for this secret organization that has no set
up for introduction, no footing in the plot, and serves no purpose other than to be an irritating obstacle for the
characters to needlessly climb over.

Aza's mother, who at least had hints of complexity in the previous book, is reduced to a mustache twirling
villain in this book. Though I can willingly admit I LOVED everything to do with the Flock (as utterly
predictable and clichéd as it is), and the Flock's tie into Aza's mother.

But what I hated the most? Dai. Dai is Aza's other half in this book essentially. They're birds of a feather
(okay, okay, seriously, I'm sorry for that), and they're meant to compliment each other and be each other's
halves. The LAST thing I wanted from this series was a Dai/Aza/Jason love triangle, but I desperately
wanted more with Dai in general, because he's fascinating. He's not inherently a bad character. He's just been
traumatized, and essentially brainwashed, and pushed to his limit. He's doing what he thinks is best for his
people, and you know that saying about the road to hell and good intentions. Dai and Aza are very much
alike personality wise. I wanted to see Dai grow as a character, reform, and be that redeemed character that I
fall madly in love with in books. But no, no, no, that's not what we get in this book. What we get is Dai being
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a douche for 90% of the book, with not character growth, until suddenly he decides that he's done being evil,
and changes teams.

I just don't get it. And I hate it.

Everything feels rushed in this book. There's suddenly an absence of world building, there's a deterioration of
healthy relationships from the previous book, characters themselves fall flat, the adventure and action is
woefully lacking, and the ending of the book is so dissatisfying that I can't believe I bought this book at
Barnes and Nobel. This book is not worth that much money.

I'm definitely confused as to how this series could go from so downright amazing, to pitifully bland. But it
did, and I'm angry about it. I think this is going to be another case of me considering the first book in the
series to be a stand alone, and leaving it at that.

Two stars.

Suzanne says

I hate writing bad reviews, especially in this particular case when I loved the first book. I would continue
reading the series and would read more of the author's books regardless of this one just not keeping my
interest.

Rose says

i started this is in july...........

it is now mid-october......

i think that says it all.

Hannah says

3.5 stars - rounded down because of how clumsily the plot is handled. Maybe it would have been closer to 4
if I was reading back to back with Magonia, but I think I missed some things based on time and others based
on a complete lack of ever being mentioned before.

You know how some books are bricks and seemingly full of nothing but filler? This is basically an anti-filler
book. Every single scene is an escalation, which a) leaves no time to breathe or reflect and b) means that
there's no room for worldbuilding or foreshadowing, so all of these twists are coming out of absolutely
nowhere. It ends up being a long series of Things Happening and New Discoveries.

For example, (view spoiler)
There's a lot of that happening.

What saves the book are the voices of Aza Ray and Jason. They're fairly similar, with only a few stylistic
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quirks (namely, pi and & vs +), but they are still entertaining, snarky, vulnerable, believable teenagers for the
most part.

Try Magonia if you like snarky characters and WTF worlds like MirrorMask.

Giovanna says

Oh, I did not know we had a title! **

Cover: I expected something more delicate. This screams "drunk sailors everywhere" imo LOL

Sevairi says

2016-03-03 UPDATE: Oh my dear lord, that cover. *heart eyes*

2016-01-02 UPDATE: AHH WE HAVE A TITLE, PEOPLE!!!

(I'll admit, I don't know when it was updated but) I'M SO EXCITED SMDFJSHGKHSGFL

----/end update

But I don't want to wait until 2016 :(

Geo Marcovici says

O carte alerta in a doua jum?tate a c?r?ii, care te prinde într-o lume fantastica plin? de pericole ?i diferite
fiin?e nemaintâlnite. Am citit cartea cu mare placere, iar la final am avut un zâmbet imens pe fata!
Recenzia mea completa o g?si?i aici:
https://www.delicateseliterare.ro/aer...

Zemira (Kylo Ren fangirl) Warner says

I honestly don't know how to rate this book. Did I love it as much as Magonia? No. But it did had something
new to offer, mostly in the C&A departments (creatures and adventures). It was fast paces. Something was
always happening and there was no dull moment. The sad thing is I didn't feel that instant connection with
Aerie.

Reading about all these strange creatures put me in such a nice mood. lol My troubles suddenly weren't so
important.

Aza Ray and Jason were experiencing some relationship drama which I didn't care much about(but those
moments weren't boring at all). I just wanted to read about this clever and majestic world. I'm always up for
magical realism and Aerie mixed those two perfectly.
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I'm going to give it 3 stars because I did enjoy it. I just didn't love it as much as the first one.

Maud says

*Edelweiss was kind enough to approve me for an e-arc. All opinions are my own*

2.5 stars, check out my review here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juX5H...

I decided to pick up this sequel even though I felt a bit let down by the first book in this duology. When I
picked up this book I hoped that it would fill up the things that I found lacking in the first book: world
building, Aza as a character and the romance. I'm sad to say that this did not happen.

The cover and the synopsis sounds really cool but that that is almost all that I really love about this book. We
enter the world of Magonia again but nothing gets cleared up, nothing gets explained or really added. There
are hints to things happening in the past, a war or something, but what it was exactly is never explained. It
made me question why a sequel was needed to Magonia if it wasn't going to add anything to the world, it
really didn't even try to clear anything up.

Aza as a character was still really annoying. Instead of ungrateful though, she was really angsty all the
flipping time. And not only Aza but Jason too. Yes, I'm talking about the Jason from the first book. That
character that I really liked, that one yes. Do I still like him as much? No, I have been drowned in his angst
and it has made me feel quite fed up with him actually. Dai, who was a character from the first book that I
had some issues with, was really flat in this book so he also didn't add anything. The only two characters that
I really enjoyed were Hayward and Eli. But they did not have enough page time to really lift the book up for
me.

The romance... Well... it was angsty. And when I say angsty I really mean super angsty (aka really
annoying). Because I was practically drowned in this angsty romance I wasn't really supporting this
relationship, it seemed to do more harm than good to both the characters and the story.

Overall I must say that I think that this sequel was unnecessary. Nothing gets added to the world of Magonia.
Instead, we have this group of characters that are just super angsty diving into this totally new story that has
no ties to the first book. If you felt let down by Magonia because of the lack of world building I would not
recommend this book because it will not fill up the gaps.

Neil (or bleed) says

Aerie started where Magonia left and continued to tell the story of Aza Ray Quel as she face the adventure of
her life and her heart.

It is a great adventure. I felt like I'm flying with the birds when I'm reading this book. The picture the author
has shown through her words are majestic, magical and dumbfounding. I am speechless.

But sometimes, I did feel a bit overwhelmed with all the descriptions, and sometimes, I did feel that it's kind
of lacking. Seriously though, I am in awe.

Why 3 stars is because of the characters and totality of this book. I like the main characters but I also find
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them annoying sometimes, especially Jason. And I know that his decisions, even the wrong ones, are part of
the story, I still got angry with him at times. He quite redeemed himself at the end, though, but still.

The totality, however, is unsatisfying. The plot is unoriginal. And the pace is less engaging and compelling.
The writing style is quite confusing and sometimes, boring.

Nonetheless, I like the message the author paints in this book. In my own perception, I think it's about
individuality and climate change.

Aerie, may not be as compelling as Magonia, is still a good book after all.

Anne says

Well, that took me almost a month to finish! Pfff

Stacee says

This was one of my most anticipated sequels and it breaks my heart that I'm only giving this 3 stars. In fact,
I'm wondering if it's too high. I will preface this by saying that like usual, I didn't do a reread...

...and I was lost pretty much the entire book.

Everything I loved from book one {mainly the imagery and the banter} seems to have disappeared. I felt like
this was an entirely different story with new characters. But instead of a getting-to-know-them period, I was
just thrown into the middle of it all. Perhaps if I would have done a reread things would have changed.

There are some new characters and one I particularly liked. For everyone else, Aza is mostly angry and Jason
is mostly depressed and I don't remember Eli from book one, but she's awesome in this one.

Overall, it lacked the spark I was hoping for. I set it down several times and honestly thought about DNFing.
The ending is pretty interesting, but even if there's more, I'm not entirely sure I'll read it.

**Huge thanks to Harper Teen and Edelweiss for providing the arc in exchange for an honest review**

Jenna says

I'm trying to collect my thoughts into one cohesive language and review for this book, Aerie, the second and
(thank God) final installment of the series. To prolong the story would have been just too much. Okay, I
think that's the word I have for it, 'too much'. The plot was okay. Nothing too surprising for me. I still
enjoyed reading it though, but I thought the book could use some adjustments such as:

1. The POV's were too limited shared just between Aza and Jason. In this specific book, nothing was much
known about what the enemies' side are doing. It would just be helpful to know a bit about what Zal is up to,
we do get bits and pieces of what happened but not much and not too clear as well.
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2. More clarity and consistency. I don't know, I just found it too inconsistent sometimes, but it might be
because I read an ARC and not the final published one? Maybe or maybe not.

3. Jason. He is my least favorite character in the book. I don't remember much from him from the last book
except I don't remember not liking him. But in this book, I don't diminish his character and what he's going
through, BUT, it's not even about betraying Aza as well, but he just victimized himself too much and self-
pitied a lot and a lot of 'woe is me' pages from him and at some point I just got tired of reading those
negativities. haha!

The Highlight however is how the story was reconciled at the end, not by destruction of death by killing one
another, but by healing and understanding and love, even if the other doesn't deserve it. That's so COOL. For
that reason alone, I upped my rating to 3 stars!!!

(PS. Thanks to Harpercollins for providing a copy of the book! )

Alyssa says

***Review posted on The Eater of Books! blog***

Aerie by Maria Dahvana Headley
Book Two of the Magonia series
Publisher: HarperCollins
Publication Date: October 4, 2016
Rating: 3 stars
Source: eARC from Edelweiss

Summary (from Goodreads):

Where is home when you were born in the stars?

Aza Ray is back on earth. Her boyfriend Jason is overjoyed. Her family is healed. She’s living a normal life,
or as normal as it can be if you’ve spent the past year dying, waking up on a sky ship, and discovering that
your song can change the world.

As in, not normal. Part of Aza still yearns for the clouds, no matter how much she loves the people on the
ground.

When Jason’s paranoia over Aza’s safety causes him to make a terrible mistake, Aza finds herself a fugitive
in Magonia, tasked with opposing her radical, bloodthirsty, recently-escaped mother, Zal Quel, and her
singing partner Dai. She must travel to the edge of the world in search of a legendary weapon, The Flock, in
a journey through fire and identity that will transform her forever.

In this stunning sequel to the critically acclaimed Magonia, one girl must make an impossible choice
between two families, two homes—and two versions of herself.

What I Liked:
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I actually think this book was okay, but I didn't love it. It was worth reading because I had read Magonia
(and didn't hate it), but the duology in general wasn't really worth reading. For some reason, I really thought
this was a trilogy series! A duology series worked so much better for this series.

It's been a year since Aza's last birthday, when she was dying and died and was in Magonia. Her family and
her boyfriend are so happy, but Aza isn't. Deep down, she longs to be in Magonia, soaring above the clouds
with her heartbird. And Jason, her boyfriend, knows it. There are things that Jason isn't telling her, things
that have been set in motion. But there are things that Aza hasn't told Jason. When the time comes, will Aza
choose life on earth, or life on Magonia?

Like I said, I didn't know this was a duology! I really like that the series consists of only two books. The
ending of Magonia was huge, too intense for a "book one of three". The author set the series up so that this
book would contain the big showdown, the big choice. This was well-done.

Things I liked - I remembered next to nothing from Magonia, but the author made it easy to get back into the
story and the world. I kid you not, I remember just about nothing. I forgot Jason's name, I had no idea who
Eli was (Aza's human sister), I forgot what the Magonians were. But the author provides a lot of information
from book one, interspersed throughout the story.

I also liked that this book was fairly short, and it was interesting enough to almost be a page-turner. I
wouldn't say I understood everything that was going on, but I was never close to not finishing, at any point.
There was a lot going on, though not at first.

About the romance - I guess I liked it. I'll talk more about Aza and Jason individually below, but in terms of
them being together, I guess I liked them. It was clear that they loved each other and were very devoted to
each other. There is no love triangle.

The ending is pretty satisfying, and wraps things up somewhat well. I'm still a little confused about Magonia
and human-Earth, but I think the author left certain things open to interpretation (which I dislike, most of the
time). But the ending was pretty good!

What I Did Not Like:

There were several things that I didn't like, which brought my rating down. For one, the beginning of the
novel is incredibly slow, and there is so much moping and internal guilt happening. Jason is paranoid about
Magonians coming down to steal Aza, and he also feels guilty about... something (which is revealed in the
book). He's mopey because he knows that Aza wants to be in the sky, not here on Earth. Meanwhile, Aza is
in denial, yet she is slowly starting to accept the fact that she really doesn't want to be on Earth with her
family (which makes her feel bad).

Basically there is a ton of moping and angst and it was so over the top. I'm not sure if it was just how the
author wrote the inner monologues of each character (this book is written in Aza's and Jason's alternating
first-person POV), but there was something seriously overdone about the moping and complaining.

To make matters worse, there is so much relationship drama in this book. Aza and Jason have a big fight
about things, and then a chapter or two later, we (and Aza) find out what Jason has been hiding, and there is
MORE drama.

Let me be frank - sometimes, drama is totally warranted and necessary for the story. Aza had every right to
be angry with Jason. But she overreacted, and the way her reactions were written, it was just so over the top.
Way too dramatic. Just too much. It's like the author was trying too hard, trying too hard to write a teenager's
reaction to something like that. Aza seemed so childish. And Jason! He spends the entire book suffering,
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drowning in guilt and despair. He's badly hurt physically and emotionally, and all for Aza. This makes me
sad... Aza suffered very little, but Jason was tossed around and hurt and he didn't quite care because he
thought he deserved it.

The ending confused me a little. Heck, the whole book is confusing at times, but the ending wasn't entirely
clear. I got the general idea, and it seemed nice, but the logistics didn't make sense to me.

Basically, this book was okay. It definitely did its job as a conclusion novel. The author got me back into the
story and the world well. But the drama was just way too much, especially in terms of Aza and Jason's
relationship, and, like Magonia, this book was confusing.

Would I Recommend It:

I find it hard to recommend this book, even if you read Magonia. If you really loved Magonia, then this is
definitely worth the read. But if you're like me and barely remembered a thing about Magonia, don't even
bother. And if you haven't read Magonia, definitely don't bother.

Rating:

3 stars. Meh. Not bad, I can see the appeal of the author - she has an interesting writing style. But this story
was weird, confusing, and not great. I don't think this author's books are for me, but that's okay! Now I'm
sure.

Aimee ♥ | Aimee, Always says

SOMEONE PINCH ME, I MUST BE DREAMING. Magonia was fantastic, and I am so stoked that there's a
sequel!

Sarah says

(Source: I received a digital copy of this book for free on a read-to-review basis. Thanks to HarperCollins
and Edelweiss.)

“I’m in the dark again, this time without a song to save me, and then dark is everything I
see, everything I know,”

This was a YA fantasy sequel, and I preferred it to Magonia.

Aza wasn’t quite so annoying in this book, and Jason seemed to have her best interests at heart, even if he
made some very questionable decisions. The jumping point of view from Aza to Jason did make things a bit
hard to follow though.

The storyline in this was about Aza being kidnapped and her biological mother having something to do with
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it. We did get some good action in this book after a slow start, but there were once again some confusing
bits.

The ending to this was okay, and things were tied up nicely.

6.5 out of 10

Heidi The Hippie Reader says

Mucho minor (and major if you haven't read the first book) spoilers, proceed with caution.

Aerie is a very strange and complex, young adult fantasy. Allow me to explain. In the first book, we met
Aza, a girl who was drowning on Earth because, though she doesn't know it, she's actually from a kingdom
in the clouds. She's in love with Jason, a genius boy with obsessive thoughts like repeating the numbers of pi
in his head over and over again. Many adventures happened in the first book, but essentially we learned that
in Aza's home, the Magonians use their voices in magical ways. Through changing vibrations, Magonians
can make elements appear and change, control the weather and animals, manipulate the molecules of reality
itself.

Like most young adult stories, Aza is special, a savior with godly abilities that she didn't know she had until
she was tested. She's supposed to bring balance back to Magonia because Aza's mother is crazy and wants to
kill everyone on the ground- Jason included. One of the things that happens at the end of the first book is that
Aza's mother is imprisoned. (Lots of other stuff happens too though, that's hardly the tip of the iceberg.)

This book picks up where the last one left off. Jason and Aza are deepening their relationship though Aza
looks like a completely new girl because she trashed her "skin," essentially a suit that allows her to look and
breathe like a human, and had to acquire a new one. Did I mention that Magonians have naturally blue skin
with orange/red eyes and white tattoos that change depending on their emotional state? Yeah, that's a thing.

Aza's mother, Zal, breaks out of prison and someone has to stop her before she destroys the world. There are
rumors of "The Flock", a weapon of some sort that can stop Zal, but no one knows where or what it is. And
that, I think, is where this story really begins.

Headley's world building is epic. Magonia itself is a treasure and the other supernatural creatures that the
author introduces are tantalizing in their possibility. However, I didn't care much for the characterizations or
the obvious plot twists.

The grand showdown itself was a huge disappointment like expecting a brightly colored balloon on your
birthday only to have it pop in your hands when you receive it. Headley gathered all of these potentially
awesome characters together but only the actions of three mattered. I wanted ships firing at each other,
creatures made of flame, earth, water, feathers... slamming into each other in waves with the earth itself
rising in fountains in an effort to touch the sky. Sigh. Not so much.

Aza's special, we get it. Aza can sing a song that only she can sing, we get that too. She FEELS things deeply
then SINGS them deeply. Blah. I don't know, I just never connected with the character the way the author
wanted me to. Headley built a lovely world that was so much more than just three characters. Perhaps I'm
being unfair- did anyone who read this book feel differently? I would love to hear from you.
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Recommended for readers who are willing to overlook a weak story for some fantastical and wildly
imaginative elements. You don't have to read the first book to appreciate this one, but I think you'd want to in
order to absorb the outlandish world that is Magonia. Some similar reads: The Breedling and the City in the
Garden, Archivist Wasp, or Under the Empyrean Sky.


