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L ea says

Thisis actually getting 2.5 stars. I'm being nice.

Sigh... where to begin with this one? Y ou know that | **try** to be nice with my reviews and at |east say
something that | liked about a book before | go al crazy-rant-girl onit, so | guess we'll do a run-down of
what | liked about this second book in Ally Condie's Matched trilogy first...

Crossed did agood job of continuing the romance between Cassia and Ky, and honestly, | do like the
romance between them. Not too hot-n-heavy, not to whiney-piney, it's sweet and simple. | also liked the
conflict that was created between all the relationships going on, even though we all know just how beaten to
death love triangles are. Cassia still doesn't know whether she should chose Xander, the guy she was
originally matched with, or go with Ky who has shown her awhole new way of life. Oh yeah, and what was
going on between Ky and Indie? Was anybody else wondering that? Were they attracted to each other? |
couldn't tell, but this definitely peaked my curiosity and | wonder what will be going on between them in the
future...

The new characters that were introduced in Crossed-- namely Indie, Eli, Vick and Hunter-- were all likable,
if somewhat lackluster and underdevel oped. | thought that Indie was strong and brave, which Cassiareally
needed while she was trying to survive in the wilderness, and I'm glad that Ky decided to take Eli and Vick
with him, so there was some interaction going on during his parts of the story. Hunter was sort of a mystery,
although we know that he has a sad background.

| also liked the descriptive language used to paint a picture of what The Carving-- AKA the giant canyon that
Ky and Cassia escape to-- was like. For the most part, | was able to see the rugged landscape and the
different settings that both Cassia and Ky traveled through, which created a stark contrast to the perfect,
pristine setting of The Society from the first book.

*kkk*k

Alright, so that'swhat | liked, now moving on to the stuff | wasn't afan of.

First of all-- let's not beat around the bush here-- the plot was one gigantic snooze-fest. And I'm not just
talking molasses in January slow-- I'm talking lucky if you aren't comatose by the time you finish it slow.

| find this to be an unfortunate yet typical issue with second books in trilogies-- it's why many avid readers
call it "Second Book Syndrome," because you are seriously lucky if you haven't died of boredom by the time
you reach the end. But Crossed readlly takes the prize for S.B.S in my opinion-- mainly because the narrative
isreflective to the point of being totally ridiculous. | mean, you're in the moment, and then all of a sudden,
one of the characters starts reminiscing about some memory, or starts considering aleaf or a piece of grass
and thinking, "Wow, how beautiful. This green leaf reminds me of the color of my Match banquet dress, and
my mom and dad, and my childhood, and it's so pretty, what a beautiful blade of grass... | think | will write a
poem about it."

No, | am not making this up-- literally, the entire book is like this. And what's more, | don't understand the
point of it. None of the memories are ones we haven't already heard about from the first book, and they don't
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bring us to any mind-blowing revelations about what's going on in the present. They're just pretty and empty
and-- I'm sorry-- don't add much to the plot, except that | had to work that much harder to not fall asleep.

My second issue with this series-- and this book in particular-- is that there is pretty much zero context or
motivation for anything that is going on. Thisis a problem not just with the main characters, but with the
entire world that they live in. | have so many questions that haven't been answered yet, starting with:

1.) WHO or WHAT isthe Society and what istheir purpose behind getting rid of al but 100 of everything
(example: The Hundred Songs, The Hundred Paintings, The Hundred Poems...), and then controlling
everyone in the way that they do? We're told that they want to "increase efficiency” and stop death, but how
the heck does getting rid of music and paintings do this??

2.) WHO is"The Enemy" that is mentioned at |east a hundred times throughout the story and what is their
motivation for rising up against The Society and killing people in the Outer Provinces? NOTHING is said
about The Enemy, if you aren't counting the fact that "they" are called "The Enemy." This gives me the
reader absolutely nadato go on-- do the main characters even know who on earth "The Enemy" is? Wouldn't
this be an important little tidbit of info to let usin on?? JUST SAYING.

3.) WHO arethese peoplein "The Rising" and what the heck is their motivation? To get rid of The Society?
The Enemy? 1 am SO CONFUSED. And aso, why does Cassiawant to join The Rising's rebellion so badly
when she has no idea who they even are or what they actually stand for?

4.) What exactly was everyone's ultimate goal in this book? Why were they wandering around a canyon for
almost 400 pages? I'm sorry, but if | get to the end of abook and have little understanding of why anything
just happened and | close the thing with a ginormous blank stare on my face-- you missed something. Like,
badly.

So basically what I'm trying to say is that, the writing wasn't bad and the characters weren't bad (even though
they are pretty boring too), but pretty much everything about Crossed was incredibly vague and confusing.
And forget about action because there wasn't any. There was alot of description, but unfortunately not in the
places where | actually needed it.

Thisissimilar to how Matched was written, but | can forgive Matched because it was the first book in the
series and there was at least some action going on. | expected that in this second book, there would be more
explanation about the Society and the Enemy, but unfortunately | was left even more confused than | was at
the end of the first book! Crossed just seemed like alot of aimless wandering around, without actually
getting anywhere. And it is very frustrating when you read something like this for the entire length of a book,
but nothing is ever really explained about what everyoneistrying to accomplish and why.

So | don't know. For me, thisis just one those series that meets my most basic standards of being "good," but
never leads up to anything that really makes it stand out as being incredible or even really memorable. |
thought that the writing was "good" if somewhat bland in places, the narrative flowed well between Cassia
and Ky's points of view, and there was nothing outwardly annoying in this book, besides the fact that | can't
find amotivation for anything in this plot for the life of me.

My final comment would be "meh." And | hate having that reaction to a book.

Lea @ LC's Adventuresin Libraryland
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Ferdy says

1.5 stars - Spoilers for Matched and Crossed.

Cassiawuvs Ky. Ky wuvs Cassia. They both wuv poetry and art. Wuv. Nobody el se understands their wuv for
poetry and art. That's why they wuv each other. Cassiaand Ky's wuv is forbidden. Wuv. Society no approve
of their wuv. Sociey seperates wuv-birds. Cassia should wuv her Society chosen match Xander. Xander wuvs
Cassia, cos we can't be deprived wuv triangle. Cassia confunded, does Cassiawuv Xander too?? Cassia has
epiphany, she wuvs them both - oh noes!! Wuv. Cassia seaches for her wuv Ky. Ky searches for hiswuv
Cassia. Cassids new friend Indie, wuvs Xander. Indie fell in wuv with Xander after watching short video of
him. Wuv. Indie never even met Xander but she still wuvs him - oh the power of wuv! The Resistance would
wuv to destroy the Society. Society does not wuv the Resistance. Wuv. Cassia would wuv to join Resistance.
Ky does not wuv the Resistance...Resistance did not help save Ky's parents, whom he wuved. The Enemy
WUVS no-one, so they fight the Society. Society mad, it would wuv to kill the Enemy. Wuv. Cassiawuvs Ky
but also wuvsidea of joining the Resistance. Ky torn..he wuvs Cassia but does not wuv Resistance...wuv in

Y A means you give up your al beliefs and principles so Ky join Resistance even though he does not wuv
them just because of hiswuv for Cassia. Wuv, wuv, wuv, wuv, wuv, wuv. The end..wuv, wuv.

| Eat Words says

Before | attended BEA, | read Matched. With the story fresh on my mind, | decided the first BEA ARC |
would read would be Crossed. | was super excited about it mainly because | love the cover. It's so pretty!
And it MATCHES (see what | did there?) it's first book. And how cool is she matching the colors after the
tablets? | bet the third book will follow the red color scheme. Anyway, after meeting Ally Condie, whois
super sweet and told me | look like Cassia, | was all sorts of thrilled to read this book.

My first thoughts were, oh my gosh thisis going to be so action packed after the way Matched ended! In
truth, that was not necessarily the case. |'ve discovered that Condie's writing style is different from other
dystopian books I've read. A lot leave you breathless and anticipating the next thrilling scene, but Crossed
can be defined as artistic. The writing is poetic, as are the poems referenced inside. The style is beautiful.
Condie may not be throwing cliff hangers after every chapter, but she knows how to craft a beautifully
written novel.

Crossed istold from both Ky's and Cassid's point of view. Thisis not spoilery because Condie even said in
her Y ouTube promo video "Crossed is told from both Ky's and Cassid's point of view." So there. Anyway,
she exposes both character's viewpoints gracefully, letting the reader enter their worries, fears, and thoughts
laced with love. It was interesting to see how Ky feels about Cassia from his point of view. In turn, | felt like
Cassia had grown as a character from the last novel. She's strong, motivated, and although she still is
emotional, she still cares with her whole heart.

The only thing | wanted more in this novel was Xander! To be honet, | think | love him more than Ky.
Although he was mentioned quite a bit throughout this novel, | wanted to feel his presence more. However,
Condie seemed to create opportunities for him to appear in the final novel.

At first, | was alittle disappointed with the pacing. | wanted ACTION. | wanted TENSION. However, | soon
realized | was reading the book wrong. It doesn't seem like you're supposed to dive through this book. It's
like drinking fine wine--you should enjoy it lowly and relish in the wonderfully written dialogue, language,
and paragraphs. Y ou should revel in the magnificence of the words and think about how they could impact
you. Once | started enjoying it that way, the book began to pick up for me.
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Aswith any sequel, there are new characters. | enjoyed Eli and Indie. Throughout most of the book, though,
I wasn't sureif | fully trusted her. Even after reading it, I'm still suspicious! Eli is atrooper, though, and |
love the meaning behind his character and why he was with Ky.

A lot of thisbook gives you insight to background information and history, but I'm hoping that will all part a
huge part in the final novel.

If you enjoyed Matched, you can pick up Crossed when it comes out in November 2011.

Jessica (Books: A true story) says

It's like 1984 meets My Side of the Mountain. | took my time reading this book and when | sat back and
thought about it, | realized that it was because the writing was just so beautiful. It felt like | was reading
poetry. Ally was so good at unfolding the story. Every time | learned something new about the characters or
theworld, | just ended up with more questions. The biggest question was: "Is everything really what it
seems? What's REALLY going on?' One of my favorite things was how much the title had to do with the
story. The word "Crossed" weaved itself beautifully in and out of every aspect of the book and | found
myself analyzing it and thinking many deep thoughts. It was so much more deep and thought provoking than
I thought it would be. The story leaves you hanging and eager to read the next one, but not in a huge cliff-
hanger way. I'm going to go think about this story some more....Oh, and the love triangle was one of the best
and truly honest ones that I've read.

This book is also reviewed on my blog Books: A true story

Ameélia, the pragmatic idealist says

Hey, one of those shards from the broken bubble isreally close to the model'sfist, so it looks like she's
giving readers the finger.
Lol!

Steph Sinclair says

Psst...Stephanie. Wake up, it's over.

Oh, man. Did | fall asleep again? It's not my fault. Really, it isn't. If only Crossed had just alittle bit more
action and alot less poetry, it would have been able to keep my attention focused on reading the book instead
of hitting my REM cycle. That's not to say | didn't entirely enjoy Crossed, but it also didn't live up to my
expectations.

Crossed picks up where Matched left off. Ky had been sent away to the Outer Provinces and Cassiais
currently residing in agirl'swork camp. In this installment she travels to the Outer Provincesto find Ky,
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while he somehow escapes the Outer Provinces to be reunited with Cassia back in the Society. A few new
discoveries are made regarding the Society and an apparent rebellion called the Rising. Along the way,
enough poetry to give Maya Angelou a headache is recited and flashbacks to Ky's past are also included.

I had high hopes for this book mostly because | did enjoy Matched. | enjoyed the "Do not go gently" theme
and Condi€'s poetic writing style. But for some reason it just didn't work out too well for mein Crossed. |
liked how the PoV's switched back and forth between Ky and Cassia. In fact, | am afan of that particular
style, when done correctly. However, in this case | found it difficult to tell who was who. Cassiaand Ky's
voice sounded exactly alike to me. | found myself flipping back to the beginning of the chapters to confirm
who was narrating. Because of this| slowly felt myself becoming disconnected from the characters even
with learning further details about Ky's past.

The Characters:

Onething | did enjoy about the book were the introduction of the minor characters. While traveling to the
Outer Provincesto find Ky, Cassiateams up with agirl named Indie. At first | redly liked Indie because she
was brave, sharp, and determined. But around 77% of the book she seemed too sneaky to meand | didn't
appreciate her lying to Cassia about the Rising. At one point she even (view spoiler) She also steals from
Cassia and Cassia has the nerve to ask, "What else has she been hiding? Does she even think we are
friends?" Umm...Cassia? Someone who steals and liesis not afriend. | do think she created an interesting
dynamic to the story, but I'm not entirely sure | liked her as a character.

Ky aso travels with two other companions. a boy named Eli who reminds him of Bram (Cassia's younger
brother) and Vick. | actually liked both of those new characters very much. In fact, they were my saving
grace for this book. To me they seemed to be the only two characters that actually expressed realistic
reactions to things. Eli asks questions that should be asked and Vick gets angry when everyone elseis
maintaining unrealistic calmed facade. | didn't like how Condie (view spoiler). | felt she did that to attempt a
realistic reunion for Cassiaand Ky. | didn't buy that for one minute because it seemed very deliberate on
Condi€'s part and forced.

Cassiaand Ky irritated me to no end, especially Ky. He knew about the Rising since Matched and never told
Cassia. | waswilling to accept that until he continued to try and hide his knowledge after their reunion. He
was extremely selfish in this book. Not only that, but his explanation asto why he didn't want to join the
Rising didn't make much sense to me and it ultimately almost breaks them up. After they have traveled all
that time endangering their lives, they almost throw it completely away. Unbelievable. Cassiais no better
because she waits until the last possible moment to confront Indie and Ky. Great. Just great. Another
complacent heroine.

Condie does manage to keep Xander in the picture despite his small page time. Both Cassiaand Ky think of
him often and have flashbacks involving him. And it also appears that alove-square may be forming. Yes,
feel freeto >insert eye rolling here<.

The Prose:
There are afew quotesthat | realy loved in Crossed. Like this one:

Everyone has something of beauty about them. In the beginning for me, it was Ky's eyes|
noticed, and | love them still. But loving lets you look, and ook, and ook again. You notice the
back of a hand, the turn of a head, the way of a walk. When you first love, you look blind and
you seeit all asthe glorious, beloved whole, or a beautiful sum of beautiful parts. But when
you see the one you love as pieces, as whys—why he walks like this, why he closes his eyes like
that—you can love those parts, too, and it's a love at once more complicated and more
complete.
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I think Condie is gifted with writing some truly beautiful passages. However, when the entire book isfilled
with your characters sitting on rocks reciting poetry every few pages, my patience tends to fly out the
window. One minute I'm reading Crossed and the next minute I'm:

A) Falling asleep

Or

B) Getting distracted by squirrels

I'm not even sure where the climax was because | was just that bored with the plot, characters, everything. It
was like watching the Peanut gang's parents go, "Blah, blah, blah, blah." LOL. Maybe | fell asdeep at that
part. It really wouldn't surprise me if that were the case.

TheWorld Building:

| was hoping to see more world building in this installment, but | was once again left with many unanswered
guestions. Who runs the Society? How are these rebels dipping in and out of the Society if the Society has
such a strict eye on things? Who put Ky's name into the Matching pool? Where are all the Provinces located?
Several are mentioned in the book, but | have no idea where they are located. | feel this series could realy
use aworld map. Speaking of the world, is the Society located over the entire world? The way it is described
seems like it's only in one part of the world. What in the world is the Warming? It's mentioned in Crossed,
but it's not really explained well. Are there no gay society members? So many questions, o little time, and
so little fucks of mineto give. | hope these questions will be answered in final book, but at this point | won't
hold my breath.

I'd recommend this book to strong supporters and fans of Matched. If you felt Matched was just an "ok" read
for you, chances are you will be disappointed with its sequel Crossed.

Poetry inspired by Crossed!
Rosesarered

Violets are blue

This book may bore you

And put your assto sleep too!

More reviews and more at Cuddlebuggery Book Blog.

Aj the Ravenous Reader says

Crossed is| think alittle better than the first book-Matched but it's still not enough to achieve greatness. The
addition of new characters contributed in making the story a bit more interesting but the "dragging” factor is
still there. What | liked though about this story is Cassia's determination to find Ky (whom she chooses ever
Xander (who still hopesto win Cassia)) In away, the love triangle built in this sequel earned the reader's
attention especially when Indie (who falls for Xander's picture but later wants Ky) enters the scenario. But
still, there seems to be something missing.
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shady boots | #WatchPOSE says

Hmm. 3 stars. Maybe even 2.5. Not what | was expecting.

| wanted to like this book more. | really did, since the first book was amazing, but | just couldn't. There's so
many questions that are still unanswered, and not much really happened in this book. It was really slow and |
often got distracted during reading it. Unlike when | was reading the first book, which | automatically got
sucked into.

| just expected so much more for this book. Oh well...

Hopefully book three will be much better.

| saiah! says

Matched was one of my most favorite dystopian lit. books. That being said, | realy looked forward to
reading Crossed this year.

Did it disappoint me? No. But there are afew things that, | don't know, let'sjust get on with it:

First of al, | was quite shocked when | found out that the book was written in two different points of view.
There's nothing wrong with it, but still, it had me thinking that without Ky's point of view, there would be a
whole lot of holesto fill just to complete the story. Plus, since the first book was written entirely in Cassia's
POV, and this one with both Ky's and Cassia's POV, then the seriesisn't that consistent. | mean, it would've
been great if Matched was written in Ky's POV also. But still, I'd have to say that | really like how Ally
Condie decided to add Ky's POV here.

Second, I'm not really sureif it's just me, but one of the things that | really loved in Matched was how
creative it was narrated, like somehow that words didn't sound like prose, but poetry. In Crossed, it didn't
seem as much. But anyways, al in all, | loved Matched and | would giveit a4.5 if only Goodreads would
allow usto give half stars.

Here comes the spoilers because | just can't help not sharing them :)) If you're tempted to read them, go on
ahead, they're only three anyway. :)) ;)

amr — O T w

>
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— xomr

1)WHAT THE HELL? Xander is part of the Rising!!! Now | didn't see that coming :)) All along, | thought
that Xander's double crossing would have something to do with giving away Cassia's mad chase for Ky and
bringing her back to Society or something.

2.)LOL, the love square is growing pretty quickly. | hope that Indie does end up with Xander, so that Cassia
and Ky will finally get together in the end.

3.)It'sredly quite annoying how hard it wasto find the Rising yet it was so easy for them to just return
Cassiato Central. Not to mention, it's also annoying because | don't even know anyone from the Society yet,
who the real leader is. Because | was really looking forward for Ally Condie to shed some light on the
Society. Like in the Hunger Games, there was President Snow. I'm still looking for the Snow character in
this series.

UHH, looking forward to Book 3! Can't wait to seeif the Rising isjust like the Society, like how District 13
was just like the Capitol in THG. So excited! :)

Kristi says

| feel alonein my feelings for this series.

| will admit that | enjoyed reading Crossed more so than | did Matched. Perhaps it was because | wasn't
expecting much.

| liked getting into Ky’ s head this time around. Crossed istold in two point of views, between Ky and Cassia.
Although at times | found it hard to differentiate between their two character voices, despite the chapters
being titled “Ky” or “Cassid’. And | liked getting to learn alittle bit more about Ky and his history.

Condieis an extremely talented author, | won't deny that she has away with words. | love her writing, but
this story just doesn’t work for me.

Crossed was slow paced, but again | was expecting that because of Matched. | never felt like anything was
happening. Sure there are obstacles that the characters must overcome, but | never felt that gripping moment
of heightened anxiety. That hook that draws you into the story and doesn’t let go.

As Crossed cameto aclose | felt rather disappointed. It was as though we were, exactly where we left off in
Matched, we know that the Society is keeping things from us, but we are no closer to solving it. If anything,
I’m only filled with more questions.

Dannii Elle says

| feel like | knew the formulafor this series before | had even read it: book one set up the story and
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introduced the futuristic community that strove to make a better human race, book two plots the escape of the
few who dare to question the societal hierarchy, and | am anticipating book three will concern them
overcoming their plight and freeing their entire society. Blah. | am alittle bored of the dystopian genre at the
moment, only because of the repetitiveness of the story line. This was cookie-cutter Y A dystopian and
therefore lacking any originality and held little interest for me.

This book is the second installment in the Matched trilogy and, in all honesty, felt alittle pointless. Since
Cassiaand Ky’ s matching, in the first book, Ky has been sent to fight in the outer provincesto help battle the
mysterious enemy troops. Weeks later Cassia also finds herself sent to the same camp only to find that Ky
has made his escape only days before. Cassia follows suit and after pages and pages of literally nothing
happening, they finally meet in the canyons bordering these outer provinces. This was pretty emotional and
dramatic but way too angsty and with far too much focus on the romantic relationship for my liking. |

wanted fear of the enemy and society to be dominating their thought-process and fueling their reactions.

Literally nothing happened here! Thiswhole book was a back-and-forth plot of both Cassia and Ky making
their individual escapes from society and being oh-so-close-but-oh-so-far from each other. Once they had
convened the plot still felt stalled and there was no discernible tension or confrontation. | enjoyed this
initially but then it began to feel very repetitive and it wasn’t until the last few chaptersthat | felt much plot
progression was made.

The side characters that emerged in this book were interesting and | initially wanted to learn more about their
past and individual stories. Their existence proved to be surplus, however, and they added nothing to the plot
and had zero impact in the outcome of the story.

There were so many implausible scenarios that occurred in this that are too numerous to recount here. The
rebel lious teenagers somehow, inexplicably escaped their myriad of plights with no side effects or
consequences for their actions and this just felt so unrealistic. Without the tension, there was no climax to
this story, and without a climax this felt entirely pointless! There were far too many coincidences and far too
little happening to make this hold my interest for any length of time and this was pretty much atest of my
endurance for me to even get through it!

The writing is beautifully poetic and deserves more than the two stars | have awarded it, but the plot barely
scrapes a half-star rating, in my opinion.

Reynje says

25 stars

Ally Condie' s much hyped 2010 release Matched was something of aflash in the pan for me. Although it hit
shelves with agreat deal of fanfare and marketing to-do, beyond the strikingly pretty cover, | found little to
get excited over. My feelings were lukewarm, at best.

Crossed proved to be a similarly anti-climatic book for me, although thistime | could moderate my pre-
reading expectations with my Matched experience. Being in a glass-half-full mood (and not much of a series
abandoner, despite my best efforts), | decided to read Crossed to seeif it could provoke a stronger response.

The answer to that is: marginally. | think that | do prefer the second instalment in thistrilogy, but my
reservations and opinions formed by the first remain firmly intact.
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Frankly, Crossed reads like the extended remix version of awritten response by Condie to ‘ Crossing the Bar’
by Tennyson. Aswith Matched, poetry features heavily in Crossed and is liberally referenced. To the point
where a scene of much urgency and panic is followed up by chapters where the characters sit around and
read poetry. ” There' s no time for this now,” Cassiafinally reminds herself, which prompted an incredul ous:
Do you think?? from me.

While Condie writes well, with some genuinely lovely passages, | found that yet again, the writing is
weighed down by the pages of introspection and poetic ponderings on love. This literary-equival ent-to-
shoegaze approach is not helped by the decidedly vanilla story, the glossing over of some of the “teen”
aspects, and the at times somnolent pacing.

Crossed isthe story of Cassiaand Ky’ s journey to find each other, after their separation at the end of
Matched. Cassia' s determination to be reunited with Ky leads her into the Outer Provinces and beyond, at
considerable risk to herself. Given that the plot basically hinges on their “love”, | found myself scratching
my head at the ending. It just didn’t seem to make much sense based on their mutual goal of finding each
other.

But I’ m getting ahead of myself.

What works better in Crossed, in my opinion, is the setting. While there are still vast blanks | eft to be
puzzled over and filled in where possible by the reader, the natural environment that Crossed takes place in
feels more fully fleshed out. The Society itself is not so much at the fore of this story, which makes for less
confusion and questions about the worldbuilding.

Ky isalso anarrator this time around, which provides additional detail and texture to Condie' sworld. The
problem with thisisthat at times, | found the voices of Cassiaand Ky to be amost indistinguishable. The
issues that Ky carries from his past and must confront fail to lend his voice much distinction.

While Xander makes a brief personal appearance, his presenceis till very much felt throughout Crossed,
keeping the love triangle element alive and well. Some new information is revealed, ensuring that the
“option” of Xander remains hovering in the background. And to addressthe “ Team” issue —well, at this
point: either. Aswith Matched | have no real investment in either of these characters. Were they real people,
I"d happily introduce both of them to my mum. As compelling choices to generate conflict in the story — they
still leave me rather cold. Based on my feelings at the end of Crossed, Cassia could choose either one and |
would feel the same way. Which is.. not much.

Having said this—I’m going to go out on alimb here and say | have an idea of where the romantic plot is
heading. If I’'m not reading into it too much, there is some foreshadowing that leads me to believe thereisa
neat and tidy ending on the horizon.

| can't say that Crossed is abad book. It's just not a great book. There are good elements here: thetensionis
increased, the secondary characters more interesting, there is a promise of more action to come. But overall, |
still found myself bored and rather unmoved by these characters. Thereis a certain blandness to this story
that prevents me from feeling an emotional connection to it.

However, for those who enjoyed Matched more than me—1 think it’s likely that Crossed will be a pleasing
follow up.
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karen says

no onetold ally condie that the second book in atrilogy is not aresting place, not an opportunity to catch
your breath and count your cash. you gotta write something, too. is that mean? probably.isit true? definitely.

even though i wasn't crazy about matched, i wanted to read the next installment just to see where she was
going with her brand of dystopia, and with these characters. and also, truthfully, because i am such a sucker
for covers, and i love these. i think she might put more time and care into maneuvering the art direction than
the book's contents.

i am reading only Y A fiction now, because it isfast and i don't have to focus too much on it because i have
all sort of school that is more important than leisure reading. but this. who told Y A fiction it could be boring?
and ponderous? and be basically a set piece to store your leftover overblown teen-angst poetry?it is till
brisk-paced, but you never get the sense that anything is actually happening, it isjust a collection of words
broken up by flashes of descriptive writing in italics that is meant to sound poetry but instead just gives
unpleasant flashbacks to me at 16, weeping into my journal.

everyone seems heavily drugged in this. there is alot of ruminating on the nature of beauty and color and art
and loooove and poetry (god such bad poetry) and it just seems lazy. okay, so you are going to use two
narrators in this one - good move, ambitious, but this is a split-narrative between two people who have the
exact same voice! no wonder they arein love, it is as though they are the same. exact. character. with the
same. exact. way of expressing themselves. what are the odds of these crazy kids finding each other?

and it's not just them - none of the characters come into relief, for me. they are al hollow-seeming, mouthing
their lines and emotions, working towards this idea of rebellion without seeming to understand what that
means. i just don't get a sense of urgency. should we leave the canyons?? yeah, after therain. let's read some
more poems. are people after us?? shrug, prolly.

ramp this up!

thisiswhat happens to people taken out of the rigid confines of the society? they lounge around looking
through old maps and remember their mommies and manage to have alove triangle even when only two of
its members are even in the book? the rising is going to eat you alive, unless everyone in that group shares
the same voice, too, which would not surprise me, actually.

matched was ersatz dystopia, this book is ersatz survival, as the characters evade what has to be the slowest
threat ever, and huddle together in caves and go rafting and climbing like some outward bound program for
extremely sheltered teens. but leaving them plenty of time to become dewy-eyed with love and scribble

away.

i marked a map for every death
for every ache and blow

my world was all a page of black
with nothing left of snow

i bet xander's "hig secret" isthat heis glad cassiais gone because sheis so flimsily constructed, and he is
going to go into another book and try hisluck there. love triangle - collapsed!

i do feel bad, but i am not saying anything i don't feel to be true, and this woman is going to make aton of
money with this series and the inevitable movie rights, soi don't need to be overly charitable here. this book
just isn't very good. but it won't matter.
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and because of my nature, i will indeed be reading the third book. but it had better SHINE. and not just the
cover art thistime.

come to my blog!

Jessa says

It's hard to even know exactly where to begin. | wanted so badly to love this book, because | have been dying
to read it from the moment | finished Matched last year, which | had given 5-stars to. While Matched is
perhaps closer to 4-stars at times, ultimately | found myself very interested in the World that Condie built
and in the relationships devel oped throughout the book. Unfortunately loving Crossed is out of the question
and | realized this very early on.

The book begins right where Matched left off. | won't go into what happens in the book, since so many
people have already covered that, but | will say that little happens that falls outside of the description of the
book. (view spoiler) Thisbook is SO slow. There were many times where | would close my Kindle App and
start playing Words with Friends, because the book would get to such aboring state that | wanted to wake
myself up abit before trying to continue on. | feel like avery large portion of the book could have been cut
out and | would have enjoyed it just the same. Better yet, had they cut a huge portion of the book out and
replaced it with thingsthat ACTUALLY mattered, | would have loved it, just as | had hoped to.

Boredom aside, the other large complaint | have about Crossed is the alternating narratives. Now, don't get
mewrong, | actually quite enjoy alternating narratives and | enjoy seeing things from a different perspective,
but not if you cannot determine whose POV you are reading from. There were MANY times where the only
way | could differentiate between who was speaking was to turn back to the chapter page to seeiif it was
titled Cassia or Ky. Neither of the two main characters had a distinct voice for a good chunk of the chapters.
I think toward theend | did find it easier to differentiate between the two, as | much preferred reading from
Ky's POV. Cassiafor the later part of the book got on my nerves, alot.

Another aspect that kind of bothered me after the fact wasthat | did not really feel that Cassiaand Ky had a
huge connection. | realize they are doing these crazy things to get to each other, but | just didn't feel it. From
Ky's POV, | did feel heloved her and | found his love so endearing, but from Cassias POV, | felt the truest
emotions felt were for Xander, which wasn't what | expected and | don't think it was what the author
intended. To go through what they have, | expect there to be an intense love between the two, as you would
have no motivation otherwise to go through these thingsand | just did not fed it. (view spoiler) Now, this
may just be me, as | have seen plenty of reviews where people swooned over their love, but | just did not feel
that connection when | read from Cassia's POV. It al felt very superficial. This was one of the factors that
toward the end helped me better differentiate between the two POV s - if the love seemed sincere, | knew it
was Ky, otherwise | knew it had to be Cassia.

The last thing that really bothered me was the vagueness of it al. Who is The Enemy? How can an entire
book go on about The Enemy attacking without once implying who they may be? Are they Farmers, people
from the Rising, people from Society? | don't know and neither will you, not even after reading the entire
book. (view spoiler) We also learn very little about the Rising and even less about the Society. | would have
enjoyed this so much more if the author had replaced some of the many pages about how some random item
like aleaf reminds the character of some random day like in the Spring of 2003 (ok - that is seriously what a
large part of the book was like) with a better explanation about who these different groups are and/or what
their motivations are.
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These four major things aside, there were aspects | liked about the book. | really enjoyed the new characters
that were introduced, particularly Eli and Vick (view spoiler), however it seems Indie is the character who
will probably be one of the most important supporting characters. | haven't entirely decided on if | like Indie
or not, but | think that was perhaps the intent of the author, so she did her job well in that aspect! While
liked Xander in the first book, | loved him in the second. Even though Xander makes only one physical
appearance in the book, he is spoken about alot and you learn so much more about who heis; | developed
quite afondness for him. | think ultimately in book 3, he will end up with (view spoiler).

| also felt asthey traveled throughout the canyonsthat | had a very clear picture of what everything looked
like, how everyonefelt...I could easily picture these poisoned rivers and painted caves and found the
descriptions were great. In fact, | found some pieces of the writing beautiful. Unfortunately these things that

| liked did not really makeup for the parts that drove me crazy, so | still finished the book a bit
disappointed...okay, VERY disappointed. Had this not been a sequel to abook | so enjoyed, | would not have
finished it or | would have taken monthsto finish it. While this book did have it'sflaws, | still planto read
the 3rd one to see how this journey will end.

Lindsay says

| really wanted to like this book. But | found the task impossible. While | loved Matched, | think Condie did
not keep up the original ideas, tight plot, and romantic suspense that worked in the first book. She tries using
two narrators, but does not distinguish their voices. Other than the heading on the top of each chapter to
delineate who was talking, it was almost impossible to figure out who was the narrator. The plot was
completely lackluster. Nothing really happens. Most of the eventsin this book could have been condensed
into less than 100 pages, but instead Condie drags them out with sappy scenes of her two lovebirds. | like a
little love story with my dystopian fiction, but this was overboard. She also seemsto be under the impression
that readers think there might be a chance Cassiawill end up with Xander. We al know she's going to end up
with Ky. So why drag out the supposed love triangle? It just made me feel that Condie doesn't respect the
intelligence of her readers.

| enjoyed Condi€'s beautiful writing in the first book, but | think she might have let the positive reviews of
Matched go to her head. Her use of forbidden poetry was not as interesting in Crossed, and the poetry she
triesto use in her own prose was too much. It got to the point where | was skimming because | just didn't
care anymore, and | could tell Condie wasn't going anywhere special. | was profoundly disappointed.

| gave thistwo starsinstead of one because | think teens might get through this book without complaint, and
because it was an easy read. I'm always more angry if I've put alot of time into reading a book, only to be
disappointed. Crossed only required afew hours.

Laurel says

Rage.
Hardcore TURKEY RAGE.
(Happy Thanksgiving all my American buddies by the way)

What WAS THIS?
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Thiswas abook? Really? This didn’t have the components of a book.
Okay...total components: Allusions, characters, exposition, characterization.

Therereally are no words properly defining my rage. Ally Condie CANNOT tell astory. A story should
draw you in with its writing and send you off on an adventre that does a good job at blowing your mind.
Crossed did not do that. It refused to do that. In fact, if it were aliving person, I’ d probably get beat up for
asking what the story was. Really, it’'s not there. | swear to you, or else I d remember this book.

And | don't.
Already.
What does that tell you about my attention span for this thingy?

Once upon atime, in my junior year of high school, | thought it'd be fun to write astory. And so | did. Took
me ayear, but | actually finished awhole draft by graduation. | didn’'t ook at it forever, then beginning of
my sophmore of college, | looked back at it, hated the fuck out of it, and started rewriting it, this time with
the knowledge of how to write a series and using themes, motifs, character arcs, climax system, the works.

(My baby’s growing up so nicely and at the rate I’m going, | could be sending queries by April. Here' sto
hoping)

But, | can honestly say that the shitty, choppy, “let me tell you astory and nothing else” draft | finished in
2009 had more depth than this discombobulated pile of rubbish.

Crossed had this blurb:

“In search of a future that may not exist and faced with the decision of who to share it with, Cassia journeys
to the Outer Provincesin pursuit of Ky - taken by the Society to his certain death - only to find that he has
escaped, leaving a series of cluesin his wake.

Cassia's quest leads her to question much of what she holds dear, even as she finds glimmers of a different
life across the border. But as Cassia nears resolve and certainty about her future with Ky, an invitation for
rebellion, an unexpected betrayal, and a surprise visit from Xander - who may hold the key to the uprising
and, still, to Cassia's heart - change the game once again. Nothing is as expected on the edge of Society,
where crosses and doubl e crosses make the path more twisted than ever.”

I will say that, though the blurb isindeed true to an extent, it is far far FAAAAR more boring than it sounds.
And with a cover with as painful a position as this piece of work:

Y eah. No thanks.
I’d like to look RELAXED when I’'m smushing my boobs and drinking coffee before getting on my toes and
breaking my blue bubble shield.

Crossed attempts to tell the story of Cassia's strugglesto find Ky and the Rising to stop the Enemy and the

Society and the Capital Letters from being Misused or Strangely Placed in awKward positionS becauseit's
STUPID.

I’'m cool I'm cool...let’s get to the breakdown.

PDF File: Crossed... 16



Read and Download Ebook Crossed...

Lewriting. As much as this book infuriates me above al reason, | have to give a second star to Condie and
her ability to incorporate awesome poetry as well as the ability to write some decent scenes. | only wish
these fabul ous scenes existed THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE BOOK. | mean, the scene where Cassia and
Ky finally reunite? Brilliant. Adorable. Love it to bits. Everything leading up to that? Dull. Slow. Boring.
Way too many robots.

But as nicely as Condie can write when she feelslike it, it doesn't cut it. This book is a huge massive mess.
We don’'t know what anyone is talking about, and we're forced to cope. Again. Just like Book the First.
However, guess what Cassia and Ky have that the Hunger Games cast doesn't? CHARACTER ARCS
YAAAAAAY. Cassiais actually changing, and thank god | see some sort of hope in this book even if the
spine of the story is deteriorated to absolutely nothing.

| will reiterate: Condie cannot write a story. She cannot follow the POV's of two different characters. It's
different POVsfor areason. Ky should not sound like Cassia, and Eli should sound alot younger than the
oldest kid Hunter. This comes into the importance of character voices. | mean, doing a voice should be easier
in 1st person because you can use fragments and be as choppy as you damn well please.

I know | got a second story involving zombies. It follows a hard-working police officer and a cynical math
sub who hates where his futures going. What would happen if they sounded the same? It would sound like
this book. It'd be dull, terrible, and so snail-paced, it's not even funny. Having structure also helps a fuckton,
but Condie doesn’'t know that yet.

| swear, every time | felt myself getting bored, my eyeswould stare at the invisible cameralike this:

Characters

Cassiaand Ky were basically the same person. They started out having difference, but no, they blended into
one being by the end of Crossed. | was happy though, that we got afew new characters who were interesting
and had voices all their own: Eli and Indie.

Indie was the shit. She was determined and fierce. | fucking loved her. I'm so glad that we didn’t get her
POV because | fed that Condie was going to use her poetic magic to make her arobot like Ky and Cassia.
These characters have the potential, they really do. But again, Condie just can’'t deliver. | hate to say it, | do,
but it pisses me off so much that this book fails because that potential isindeed there. | seeit!

| don’'t understand the need for the love triangle. | keep forgetting that this was supposed to be one, but it's
clearly not happening anymore. Xander has gotten no screen time in this series. He' sjust aname that’s
plucked out of one of the bajillion blue tablets oncein awhile. Ky’s also grown into adick so | say Cassia
should just wander off on her own.

Also, what about the rest of her family? Cassid sall “KY KY KY” and not about Mr. and Mrs. Reyes, Bram,
anybody. Her ‘best friend” Emma? That Norah chick or whoever? Or how about that Mira girl from page 20
that we never see again ever? My rule for those one scene charactersisto give them at least afew lines of
dialogueif I'm going to name them. | know | have a number in my first book, but when they’re there, they
are actually driving the plot! THEY ARE DOING SOMETHING.

Thiswas just bogus. Nonsensical dumb stuff.
SPEAKING OF WHICH......
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DAT PLOT STRUCTURE

If you tell methat there is proper structure in this book...

There is structure, but it is askeleton. It follows a completely different premise of the first. These two don't
even feel like they LINK together, you know? Cassiajust says, “| gottafind Ky!” in Matched, and then
POOF, she's already at the Outer Provinces? The fuck? Oh, and lemmellist all the capitalized thingsin this
book. Because | found it necessary.

Reclassification

The PFilot

The Rising

The Carving

The Outer Provinces
The Society

The Citizens

The Warming

The Enemy

The Aberrations

The Anomalies

The WHY ARE YOU DOING THAT.

Out of al those things, | can really tell you in detail what...three of them are. Condie just lists these things
like, “We don’t want another Warming! Y OU GUY SKNOW WHAT THAT ISRIGHT? Too bad, we're
moving along.” Like fuck, woman, you have to inform me what the hell the Warming was, or what
Anomalies are (yeah we STILL don’t know). There are way too many questions right now that are just
blowing my mind.

The world-building...| tell ya...

| was also left baffled by some of the concepts Condie brought up in this book. One in particular: the red
tablets' effects. Apparently, if one’simmune to the red tablet, they’ re part of the Rising. How does that
work? Are they born in non-Society boundaries? Why didn’t Ky know this? If you’' re Reclassified, how do
the red tablets work? THESE ARE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS.

Ohand | don't feel like I'm spoiling on you for this. Thereis no climax. No hint of aresolution of ANY
kind other than, “Derpaderp, you found the Rising.” Like the blurb fucking said Cassiawould. And lemme
tell you, the paths are indeed twisted more than ever.

Every book in a series should have a climax. Not a big battle, but something that will set the plansin motion
for the next book. This book, like Matched, just ends so fucking abruptly that I’ m left to go, “WHAT HUH
WHY YOU DO THAT?' Theway Condie ends things just kills me. Nothing is getting explained, nothing is
getting worked out, and I’'m sick of going on about this series.
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It isnot good.
It's so annoying to read.

| can’'t keep doing thisto myself. I’'m gonna finish up a good book. One that has a plot, and an ending, and
words that tell astory.

asdfjlkbg...

Brooke says

If the point of this sequel was to provide "food for thought", someone should tell the author over-eating is
bad, very very bad, as was this sequel.

About half way through this novel, | wasn't sureif | would be able to finish. This promising series took a
turn for the worse. What started out as an intriguing adventure became a forced introspective on the "oh so
sad" human condition by way of paragraph after paragraph of what almost read like sermon. | felt a certain
obligation to myself to see it through, however the thought of then having to read another book after this one,
just to know how it all ends, exhausted me. Maybe | should have quit while | was ahead. | have never
stopped mid-series ever though, and even contemplating it was atelling first.

So many things made this book an almost embarassing yawnfest, but to go over every reason why would be
like reliving the boredom so I'll pick just afew. Ah, the poetry. The poetry crammed in (yes, poetry) was
mostly irrelevant to the story. It seemed as though, in some places, the story had actually been written around
the author's desire to shove her own poetry in. It came across as a desperate attempt to gain praise for her
brilliant poetry writing ability and her amazingly in-depth analyzation of existent poetry (heavy sarcasm).
Lastly, the message...ah, the message. | understand this genre often carries an underlying (if not outright)
commentary on society, but there was just too much of this here, especially when the Society they are trying
to escape in the story is |ess than uncomfortable compared to other dystopian novels. | was never
overwhelmingly appalled at the conditions they were living in, so reading page after page of the author
making her feelings about our current society known by way of a character's inner dialogue, ad nauseum,
was almost more than | could bear. It is one thing to drive the point home, it is another to nail it through the
reader's forehead with a dull nail and soft slow blows.

So, when isthe third and final book in the trilogy set to debut? | couldn't care less. How it al ends will never
be a mystery to me because | don't even care enough to wonder.

Liz says

“Love changeswhat is probable and makes unlikely things possible.”

Cassiaisin the Outer Provinces, searching for Ky no matter what. Ky isin the Outer Procinves too, he was
sent there to die, like many other innocent young man too. The only difference is that Ky is determined not
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to die.

He flees with Eli and Vick in the canyons and soon Cassia and her new companion Indie follow them.
Cassiais searching for Ky and he is searching for her, but as soon as they find each other everything turns
out to be more complicated than they expect...

| loved Cassia and her development in the first book. | still like her in this book, but her personality is
sometimes...a bit annoying. Sheis searching for Ky. She chose him.

Still she hangs on Xander and thinks about him way too often. Really, if she chose one guy, why can't she let
the other one go?!

Thisis my only problem with her in this book.

It is remarkable how she adapts herself to the new life-style. Although sheis not used to the hunger, the heat
and the pain she goes through everything just to find Ky.

“Two little dark figures, looking up. Arethey looking at me? Isishim? Thisfar away
there'sonly oneway to know. | point to the sky.”

Their reunion is breathtaking. It isjust absolutely breathtaking!

In this book we have both Cassia's and Ky's POV so it isfinally possible to understand him, what is much
harder than expected.

Ky has a deep personality. Heis agenius, but he is broken and he has a serious problem with trusting people.
| love Ky in this book.

Besides, hefinally freaks out! In the first book he is calm and thoughtful but in Crossed he shows that thisis
not his whole personality and he can be upset and jeal ous and terribly angry as well.

Indieisjust like a snake for me. She is secretive and conniving and | really don't like such characters. Eli on
the other side islike Bram. Heisyoung and he is super-sweet!

Hunter and Vick are also awesome! Both are strong and both are important in this book.

Cassia nearly takes the red tablet after what she finds out and | can totally understand that. She has reasons to
takeit, but Cassiais strong therefore she doesn't take it in the end.

Ky is not always honest with her and neither is she with him. Heis jealous and sheis very fixed on herself so
in this book the couple is confronted with the bad character traits of each other.

In such adangerous situation it is hard for everyone, but Cassia and Ky went through hell to find each other
and be together so they understand and forgive each other. Neither one of them takes a step back. Both ook
forward ready to fight everything just to be together.

“I have a sensethat we have not yet arrived, that we are still reaching. For each other.
For who we are meant to be.”

Thisbook isajourney. A dangerous and exhausting one, but it is perfect.

(Whilewriting thereview | realize that | like this book more than expected and decide to give not 3 but 4
stars)

The canyons are the exact opposite of Oria, where the first book takes place. The first and the second book
are generally exact opposites and this is what makes these books so amazing!

Both books are authentic and thrilling and at the same time both are filled with an surprising depth through
poetry. | loveit!

Crossed is unpredictable, it is dangerous and it is heart-wrenching!
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“We have all been carved out by our sorrow. Cut deep like canyon walls.”

Gerasimos says

When | read Matched last year | unexpectedly fell in love with it. Dystopian books are becoming more and
more popular and it is therefore rare to find a unique one. However | didn't enjoy this as much as the first
one.

One of the best aspects of thistrilogy is Ally Condie's writing style. Her writing is gorgeous. Shereally has a
way with words. Her book feels like a poem; the words flow and intertwine together. This gives a classic, old
feeling that contrasts with the futuristic setting of the story. Sometimes | actually felt like | was reading a
classic.

The biggest problem that readers have with this trilogy is how slow the plot is. For meit'snot slow, itis
character-driven. Dystopian books are usually based on action, twists, war, brutality. But Condie's dystopian
fairytale is based on emotions.

Despite the fact that the plot is slow you are not able to stop reading. However, although that worked great in
Matched in this book | felt like something was missing. | loved the first half of the book since it builds up to

something big but then there is no climax.

Nevertheless, | till enjoyed it. The story is pure and beautiful.

Thomas says

With Crossed, Ally Condie committed the crime of writing a slow-paced, conflict-lacking middle book in a
series. | recall enjoying Matched to an extent, but reading Crossed caused me to question my prior positive
feelings for Matched.

Condie can write. There were some beautiful phrases and sentences in Crossed. However, for the most part
Condi€'s prose lacked any power or punch - her writing was void of emotion. | noticed it in the first book,
but attributed it to Cassias sheltered lifestyle within the Society. Now, | realize that Condie could not include
astrong voice for either of her characters - in fact, | had a difficult time differentiating between Ky and
Cassia

| found the characters themselves flat too. | could not connect to Cassia or Ky or Eli or Indie, and even the
romance between Cassia and Ky seemed shallow, most likely as aresult of Condie doing too much telling
and not enough showing. Strangely out of all the characters | like Xander the best, even though he was cut
out of almost the entire book and is only brought up when Cassia or Ky take the time to reflect on him.

And the charactersreflected alot in Crossed. Don't get me wrong, rumination is not a bad thing - but when
you dedicate page after page and chapter after chapter only to a character's internal thought process, you run
the risk of losing the reader's interest. Which is exactly what happened with Crossed, because despite the
decent character devel opment, the lack of immediacy or actual actions of the Society and the Enemy allowed
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my boredom to burgeon.

After reading this one, I'm not sureif I'll read the third book in the series. | recommend Crossed to fans of
Matched who want to see how the plot progresses - but if you didn't like Matched, don't bother picking up
Crossed. It'll be awaste of your time.

*review cross-posted on my blog, the quiet voice.
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