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Countless stories. One incredible ending.

A major league baseball player. a Tennessee pastor. A reality TV star. a single mom. A multi-platinum
rocker. What do these people have in common? They ve all hit bottom. And none of them stayed there.

Famous or unfamiliar, these are the stories of real people who reached the end of their strength, the end of
their control, and found the most surprising truths. It taught them not to rely on self or substance but to lean
on the only completely reliable source of love, hope, and freedom: the God who created them. Shocking in
their honesty, inspiring in their courage, these testimonies are critical reminders that no one is too far from
God to find him.

Join these and thousands more who have discovered the lifechanging power in putting God first and
proclaiming, I am Second.

Rock stars and Jesus : Brian "Head" Welch --
I saw the sign : Daniel Montenegro --
Resist the devil : Josh Hamilton --
Biggest winner : Michelle Aguilar --
Porn again pastor : Nate Larkin --
Life on the streets : Karen Green --
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My other father : Shannon Culpepper --
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Driven by hate : Ken Hutcherson --
Crazy beautiful thing : Whispering Danny --
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Faith and war : Chris Plenkenpol --
If tomorrow never comes : Tamara Jolee --
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Booze and batteries : Norm Miller
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Maddyjayne says

I am second-real stories. Changing lives

I decided to read this book because my sister and mum had read it and they both thought it was really good
and a good testimony. I also really enjoying listing/reading about other people's life and what they have gone
thought and how they came thought it.

This book fits under the category: a book based on a true story. I really enjoyed this category as it was so
inert eating finding out about other people's struggles and their life story and how God has been a great
impact on their life.

My favorite quote from this book would be: "I don't think of Jesus as a religion. It's a relationship. He calls
us to love him and to love others before ourselves....when we put God first and others before ourselves, life
is just a lot more exciting." This is my favorite quote as I means so much to me as I am a Christian and I still
find it hard to put others in font of myself. To me personally I really can't explain the love of God as it is
amazing and indescribable. He loves everyone more than you could ever imagine.

Something new that I learnt from this book would be that God is amazing and he can do all things. He has a
plan for everyone and he will be by your side the whole way. 'He will never leave you or forsake you' I think
it is amazing how I can put 100% trust in God and he will bring me through all the troubles that I might face.

A character in this book that was interesting to me would be Bethany Hamilton. As she is a famous surfer
and has been in a shark at teach and has made a full recovery with the Lord by her side. She is my role model
and I look up to her. Her testimony is amazing and I have learnt a lot hat helps me thought my own personal
troubles.

Andrew says

I Am Second contains an extraordinary collection of short stories from famous celebrities to everyday
people. Everyone has a unique message of their struggles and hopes to share with the world. Throughout the
book readers get to read stories from Michael W. Smith, Bethany Hamilton, Sam Bradford, John Hamilton,
Brian “Head” Welch, Karen Green, Michelle Aguilar, Vitor Belfort, Brian Sumner, and many others. They
all come from different backgrounds and careers. The book reveals details about how they all traveled down
the path to destruction. But at their lowest point of their lives they came to know God and his healing and
redeeming power. The stories ranged from drug use, living in poverty, partying to hard, affairs, pornography,
prostitution, drinking, divorce, loneliness, and bad parent relationships. Readers will be able to associate with
each story in this book.

The book also contained a QR code where readers can scan the code and watch videos featuring stories from
the I Am Second website. The book has a neat sticker to remind yourself that you are second.

I would recommend this encouraging book to teenagers and adults who are feeling and believing the lie that
they are alone in their daily struggles. When we come to the place of desperation and need a helping hand,
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God is always there to reach out to us. I enjoyed reading about these countless stories it gave me great hope
that God can always turn any situation around and work it out for my greater good. No one is alone in their
hurts and disappointments and we all fall into temptations. Surrendering to God brought tremendous joy into
their lives. The book was a huge inspiration about the importance of becoming second and making God first.
He is the only one who can help us change and become everything we were created to be. Anyone will be
able to connect with the stories shared in this book. They cover many different struggles and I realized that
God loves each one of us completely and he is willing to assist and comfort us. If you’re looking for a book
for inspiration that God is still working in people’s lives then get this book! It will change your perceptive
about if people can really change because with God they truly can! Never lose Faith in God and his power!

“I received this book free from the publisher through the BookSneeze.com book review bloggers program.”

Starr says

I had never heard of the I Am Second Movement. Yes, I mean movement. This is so much more than just a
book, but I didn’t know that until after I read it and browsed the webpage. But in a way, I am glad that it’s a
movement. Sometimes you read an intensely good read about life and you wonder who’s really living like
this? But I Am Second is the stories of people who have chosen to live a life where they are not in control.
They have chosen to give up what wasn’t working in their lives, the secrets and addictions that they hid
behind in exchange for extreme faith. I say extreme faith, because there are complacent Christians and there
are Christians who do “just enough”. Those who follow in the path of being second are not complacent and
they are not doing “just enough”.
The collection of stories was powerful and filled with people who I knew or heard of and people that I had
no clue about. On the website, when watching the videos, I found that there were even more people who had
chosen the path of the second. They didn’t gloss over their “before” lives so it made a huge impact when
they talked about their lives “after”. At the end of reading this book, a Bible verse came to mind, “His master
replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in
charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!” ( Matthew 25:21). I think these are the
words that those who choose to be second will hear.

Recommendation: If you are interested in learning about how the Christian faith can change your life,
regardless of where you are, you will definitely enjoy this book. If you are interested in going deeper in your
own Christian walk, you will definitely enjoy this book.

A copy of this book was given to me, free, in exchange for my honest opinion.

Brett Owens says

I read the book called I am Second. The author’s purpose in this book was to show people that even though if
they have a big addiction or something that you are doing wrong over and over again that you can overcome
it. In the book there are many examples of people having drug addictions and they overcome them when they
put themselves second and start accepting god in their life. One example is when Josh Hamilton a famous
baseball player who plays for the Texas Rangers, got addicted to drugs. He got addicted while he was
playing baseball and after he got drug tested and caught he got suspended from the MLB for awhile. After he
got suspended he realized how much he missed baseball and wanted to get off of the drugs and go back to
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the MLB. He eventually turned his life over to god and got off of the drugs.
I think that the authors theme was to tell people to just not stop trying. All of the people in this book could
have just given up on trying changing their life around but instead they kept battling through their struggles
and accomplished them. Every person in this book had very hard struggles to overcome. None of them gave
up and just sat around and did the same thing that they were addicted to. They asked god for help and wanted
him to be first in their life and they beat their addiction.
I think that the author’s style of writing this book was description. It was description because it had and
explanation for everybody’s story, the story told the readers that where all of the events took place, it also
told the readers where the event was, for example it said Josh Hamilton had all of this happen to him when
he was in Florida, and when I was reading this book I felt like I was there with them when all of it happened
to them. I think this was an effective way to write the book, because I felt like I was there and to me that
make the book better and easier to read.
I really enjoyed reading this book. I liked how it was very detailed and it was very interesting and exciting. I
didn’t want to stop reading this book when I started. There was nothing that I disliked about this book. I like
everything about this book and how it was written. If I could change one thing about this book it would be
that I would put more stories about people so it would make the book longer. I haven’t read a book that is
similar to this book before.

Tung says

I try not to let my faith influence my reviews because book reviews aren’t the appropriate venue for
proselytizing. But when you’re reviewing books about your faith, it’s impossible to do. I Am Second is the
book form of a larger movement aimed at getting people to put God first in their life. Their website has a
collection of videos of mostly-famous individuals sharing their testimonies about how and (more
importantly) why they became Christians. This book shares these same testimonies, but the written form of
these testimonies provides more context and is not simply a transcription of the video clips. The book does a
great job of sharing testimonies of different people with different struggles all redeemed by God – from the
former lead guitarist of Korn discussing how he didn’t find fulfillment in fame/fortune/drugs, to MMA
fighter Vitor Belfort discussing how he struggled with pain and happiness, to a couple who overcame divorce
through their faith, to a soldier discussing faith and war, to a former prostitute discussing how faith got her
off the streets, and more. And while there are only 20 testimonies in the book, there are QR codes that link
you to videos of a host of other testimonies. These real people and their real problems all send the same
message: that there is a real God who delights in redeeming people who put Him first in their lives. I Am
Second presents flawed believers, warts and all. The media likes to sensationalize accounts of professed
Christians doing bad things (e.g. Josh Hamilton, who also has a testimony in this book) as if to proclaim the
message that Christianity is full of sinners. Well, that is in fact the Gospel message. I highly recommend this
book for all Christians; it affirms what you already know is true. If you’re not a Christian, but you’re
struggling with big issues, this book shares stories of struggle and the inspiring accounts of people
overcoming big issues; I’d recommend this book to you as well. I usually reserve five star ratings for books
with exceptional prose telling incredible stories. This book doesn’t have exceptional prose, but the stories are
beyond incredible, and because they resonate with my faith, this book is among my favorite books ever.

Tim Baumgartner says

I am always SO encouraged by testimonies. That's what this book is--20 testimonies of people's wrecked
lives before they learn to fully trust and obey the Lord Jesus Christ. They cover people who are famous and
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not famous, but there are lots of ways people can see parts of their own story in these particular stories
(which I find VERY encouraging).

SOAPBOX ALERT: Another thing to consider when hearing testimonies, is we have a tendency to yearn to
hear 'crazy' stories of how we 'come to Jesus.' This is not how it should be. There are some people who don't
do all the 'crazy stuff' others do who still need Jesus. However, as I've heard, they often question and wonder
if they even have a testimony if they haven't done all the 'crazy stuff.' Our society has created a hierarchy of
sins and make things out to be big sins (murder, rape, etc.) vs. little sins (selfishness, pride, etc.). This is not
the biblical view. All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). All means all. I just
wanted to clarify that we all need Jesus and that we all have our own testimonies. Some are different than
others, but the fact remains: we ALL NEED Jesus.

Check out www.iamsecond.com to see additional testimonies beyond the ones in this book. A final note: at
the end of each testimony in this book, there is a QR code. This is not only for the person's story you just
read, but it also lists a few others who had similar stories.

Lisa Kearns says

I received my copy of I Am Second free from the Amazon Vine program, in exchange for writing a review
of the product.

I love to read inspirational stories of people who got tangled up in life (drugs, infidelity, crime, gangs) and
finally surrendered when they realized that Jesus is the only way to be happy in this life and saved for
eternity. It took a lot of courage for some of these people (like the adulterer) to admit his sins and allow
everyone to know.

I am Second has a wonderful premise - interview actors, musicians, athletes and regular people who fought
against being saved until they crashed, lost everything and had no where else to turn. That's exactly the time
Jesus will be waiting, willing to forgive and raise you up. There is no need to fight life by yourself. It was
sobering to read that celebrities who have fame, money and adoration from their fans are just as lost as the
rest of us before we submit and let God be First.

The author of this book photographs the subjects sitting in a plain white chair wearing black clothing and
doesn't photoshop the "life" out of their faces. The pain and suffering in their stories match their photos and
makes them believable. I also love the phrase "I am second" because that is the only way to truly live a
Christian life.

I found the writing style to be a little simplistic, as if it were written for teen or young adult audiences. But I
did enjoy the book and read a chapter every night before bed. This would also be a good book for a teen
Sunday school class.

Jodi Janz says

Doug Bender and Dave Sterrett have compiled stories from famous people and everyday, ordinary people
who have all met God in a deep and difficult place in their life and chosen to place Him FIRST in their lives.
If God is FIRST then, by definition ... I Am Second.
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This book is an easy read but not a light read. The words will dramatically change your views, your
perspective and possibly your life. Each chapter is a different person and a different story all concluding to
the same ending. God is a powerful God and He longs to be intimately involved in our lives. These folks are
living proof of that.

Reviewing this book has been a challenge because every person who reads it will get a different nugget from
it. However I think I can honestly say you will definitely get something out of it. It would also make a great
gift. An excellent coffee table conversation starter. And a powerful witness.

The story with the most impact for me was actually the foreword explaining the rival quarterbacks (Colt
McCoy and Sam Bradford) and the impact their story had on the people of Dallas Texas. Check it out.
Another favourite one was Jeff and Cheryl Scruggs, a story of love lost and re-won through the power of a
loving God who works in His timing and in His way, if we are obedient.

"Sometimes what gets lost in the whole debate is that God is a personal God and these are the stories of
people who have personally interacted with Him and their lives have been radically altered because of that."
Doug Bender, co-author

At the conclusion of every chapter is a QR code that you can scan and be taken right to the corresponding
video. A very interactive experience!

Tina says

there's nothing I love more than reading people's testimonies.

Stephanie Ziegler says

I Am Second is not only a powerful book but a powerful understanding of faith. The courageous people in
this book shared their story in hopes they can pass the understanding and feeling of peace of putting God first
in your life. These people share with us secrets and you can feel the raw emotions in each story. “I Am
Second is the revolutionary change in your life that starts when you put your trust in Jesus alone for your
eternal life. It continues as you decide each day to put Jesus above all else. Life is a battle that is not meant to
be fought alone.”

The way this book was written…I have never read a book written that way, but it worked perfectly. The way
I felt was that the authors were siting in a room, possibly interviewing the people, though no questions from
them appeared in the book. The people told their story and the authors stuck to the stories word for word, but
the authors also wrote the demeanor of the people while they told their story. Each chapter, each story is
written in the people’s point of view and the author’s point of view.

As a person who believes in God but is trying to find her place with him, this book is a motivator. I look at
the bible and want to read it, but scared to undertake 1.) the challenge of reading it (the language) and 2.) the
emotion that it may cause with me. This book is a page turner. Stories from celebrities, from prominent
people in a community, from your every day person shows the reader that no matter what your demon(s),
you are not alone and here are examples of how people turned to God and made Him first in their lives.
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If you don’t believe me, check it out for yourself!

Until next time, take life one page at a time!

Harold Cameron says

“Countless stories. One incredible ending.

A major league baseball player. a Tennessee pastor. A reality TV star. a single mom. A multi-platinum
rocker. What do these people have in common? They’ve all hit bottom. And none of them stayed there.

Famous or unfamiliar, these are the stories of real people who reached the end of their strength, the end of
their control, and found the most surprising truths. It taught them not to rely on self or substance but to lean
on the only completely reliable source of love, hope, and freedom: the God who created them. Shocking in
their honesty, inspiring in their courage, these testimonies are critical reminders that no one is too far from
God to find him.

Join these and thousands more who have discovered the life changing power in putting God first and
proclaiming, “I am Second.” (From the Thomas Nelson Publishers Website)

My thoughts about the book - In their book I Am Second Doug Bender and Dave Sterrett shares the real true
to life stories of a number of different people from a variety of backgrounds who all now have one thing in
common – transformed lives by the grace of God. What a testimony this book is to the saving power and life
transforming grace of God when God meets a man or woman right where they are, saves them, fully accepts
them by his grace and begins his sanctifying work in their lives.

In I Am Second authors Bender and Sterrett shine the light on the lives of over 20 different people and reveal
them to us with all of their stark reality; from normal every day people to the famous, from the grim to the
glamorous and a whole lot of life lived in between. There are 20 main people whose stories are shared and
then at the end of each of their stories you will find more people who share their story at the website,
www.iamsecond.com. The first person written about in the book is Brian “Head” Welch, known worldwide
for being the former lead guitarist of the heavy metal band Korn. Living a life of sex, drugs and rock and roll
God brought him to the end of himself and he found the Savior, deliverance and faith in “the rock that
doesn’t roll.” Though the earth may tremble and the mountains may shake, God and his Son Jesus Christ are
immovable and unchanging in all of their ways and this is evidenced in the amazing and radical
transformation of Brian’s life.

Others whose stories are shared include Danny Montenegro, just an average sort of guy from Texas with a
pretty amazing testimony of how he became “second” when Christ, who is first, found him and saved him.
The Christian rapper Lecrae is shown in the book and featured on the website. Michelle Aguilar, winner of
the popular TV show, “The Biggest Loser;” losing 110 pounds in the end became the biggest winner because
through her struggles with her weight and with life Christ reached out to her offering her his free gift of
salvation and she accepted it and today is a testimony to women worldwide what changes faith in Christ can
bring to a person’s life. Then there’s the “Porn Again Pastor” Nate Larkin, or Michael W. Smith, “That Kid
on the Corner;” Ken Hutcherson who was “Driven by Hate,” “Skateboard Love” and the testimony of Brian
Sumner, Bradie James sharing about “Death and Football,” and Norm Miller and his story “Booze and
Batteries.”

I can relate to the book and the stories of many of the people in it because of my own experiences with sex,



Read and Download Ebook I Am Second: Real Stories. Changing
Lives....

PDF File: I Am Second: Real Stories.
Changing Lives....

10

drugs and rock and roll as well as my living as “first” – and I mean totally selfishly first – as a practicing
homosexual for over 40 years. But just as the other people featured in the book and on the website Christ
saved me, gave me a new and transformed heart and life, and today I am happily living my life as much as is
humanly possible as “second” with Christ being first.

And it is in the final pages of their book authors Bender and Sterrett reveal who really is “first.” His name is
God. And then they reveal the eternally important truth as to how we can join the people mentioned in the
book or on the website and become happily “second.”

Whoever and whatever you are. Wherever you may live. Whatever your sin, (addictions, pleasures, vices,
habits, ect.); reading this book and applying what it shares can forever change your life. That’s right I stated
whoever and whatever. Listen, if God can save me he can save anyone and I do mean anyone. So there is no
sin so great and terrible that the grace of God can not cover it, that the blood of Christ can not wash it way,
and the Holy Spirit and Word of God can not Sanctify or transform the person from it.

Buy the book and read it. Choose to become second and make Christ first in your life. You will never regret
it if you do.

Disclosure of Material Connection: I received this book free from the publisher for my review. I was not
required to write a positive review. The opinions I have expressed are my own. I am disclosing this in
accordance with the Federal Trade Commission's 16 CFR, Part 255: "Guides Concerning the Use of
Endorsements and Testimonials in Advertising."

Melisa Shafer says

While the base concept is admirable, and all the famous tragedies are passably interesting in a gossipy way,
reading them was kind of boring. At least it was a fast read, and good for my 13 year old to pick out a few
morality lessons.

Micha? Kasztura says

A really God read ;)

Alanna Love says

One white chair
underneath
one overhanging lamp
illuminating
the one endlessness of the darkness.

And one by one people come out of the shadows,
take the seat,
and tell their story.
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Stay at home moms and prostitutes.
Musicians and politicians.
Celebrities and “nobodies.”
Athletes and intellectuals.
High school students and senior citizens.
Victims and victimizers.

Everyone from all walks of life gets a voice and though each story may be different there’s one thing that
binds them all together - The belief that,
“I
am
second.”

A collection of short films that led to a movement that is now connecting churches and touching people
everywhere, I Am Second is based on the simple concept of telling the story of how Jesus changed your life.
And when you think about it, what could be more powerful than that?

This book is a by-product of this project, a collection of the stories of everyday people like you and me and it
is another resounding proof of the power of God impacting this well represented cross section of our society,
because no one is excepted from this chance for soul transformation.
They’re stories about the power of God in you and in me.
Stories about how when we are willing to step down to second place in your own life
Stories of how liberating and empowering it is to let Him be
First.

I Am Second: Real Stories. Changing Lives
By Doug Bender and Dave Sterrett
This is a complementary book I received via BookSneeze. For links, cover images, and more, check out
booksneeze dot com.

Shannon Ryan says

The book I am reading is called I Am Second by Doug Bender and Dave Sterrett. This book is full of
testimonies and stories from lots of different people. They all connect in the way that they all found Jesus.
Jesus was their healer and the one who made their chaotic life better. Each person finds who to put first and
who to put second.

In the first chapter, Brian “Head” Welch spoke on how he found Jesus. He talked about all the noise and
chaos in his life. He was a rock star and had everything he had ever wanted, but once he was a single parents
living his life full of drugs, he knew something had to change. He was addicted to meth and couldn’t break
away from it. His daughter started singing the songs he wrote. The songs about sex. He needed to get off
meth and he needed to be a better dad. A friend in his band showed him a verse that jumped out to him. And
later took him to church. In a final prayer at home, Welch called out to Jesus to come to him. He said he felt
that heaven had invaded earth.

"But Brian knows Jesus does not offer to take away the noise; what he offers is rest as the city roars and as
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the night shrieks of trouble. He offers comfort in the middle of the craziness. He offers love, purpose, and
meaning. He offers what no one else can. He offers rest."

In the next chapter, Daniel Montenegro talks about how Welch’s story changed his life. His life was spinning
out of control. He was addicted to heroin and drove down the highway high and drunk. He looked up to see a
sign with Welch’s face and below a big ‘I AM SECOND’ written. Welch was part of his favorite band so he
went online and looked up his story. Later Daniel went to church and found Jesus. He went on a big mission
trip later and told people all over the world about his heavenly father that he loved.


